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MEMOIRS 


OF THE 


Court of France. 


OU have been inform'd already, 
Madam, of what paſled betwixt the 
Marquis of Troche and:me ; how that 
the. Kindneſs that I had for him, did 
force me to betray Madamoiſelle of Loube, 
whom he lov'd, and who had wholly con- 
fided in me 3 how ſhe reſented it : And, final- 

"ly, what force and violence my Parents us'd . 
to oblige me to marry the Marquis of 2uerda- 
niel: T have mention'd to you alſo, the Letter 
which upon that I writ to the Marquis of 
Troche, and after what manner my Husband 
carried mc into the Country, where he feverec- 
ly kept me, till he was oblig'd to return to 
Court, to do his Duty. 


; Here, Madam, I believe I made a Gull top) 
© to begin my diſcourſe, where I let it off; you 


; will be pleaſed to know, that there were but 
, tew days remaining of the Carnaval, when 
;the King would go into Flanders to continue 
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"his Conqueſts. My Husband*s Office obliging 


him to follow the King, he gave me notice of 
his ſetting forth in a ſhort time ; and I muſt 
confeſs, Madam, that I remain'd very unre- 
folv'd, whether I was very glad or very ſorry 
at his departure. I confeſs that then I had 
nothing that poſleſs'd my Heart,and that I had 
no thoughts, in the ablence of my Husband, 
to take new meaſures; but making refle&tion 
on his, which was to follow me continually, 
and be the ſhadow of my ſteps, that con- 
ſtraint became an unſufferable Rack to me, 
and if any thing had contributed to render 
me Wanton, that alone would have done it. 
His Equipage being ready, he departed at the 
appointed Day, and I paſled the reſt of the 
Carnaval, more melancholick than I could 
have wiſh'd: But the outward appearances 
were to be obſerved; and becauſe that no 
Wives of Quality, in the abſence of their Hul- 
band's, did frequent the Balls, nor Maſques, I 
would be fure to take no more Liberty than 
they did. Thus enjoyinz but ſmall Pleaſures, 
] went now and then to St. Germain to make 
my Court to the Queen. The Winter was fo 
ſevere, tnat part of the Cauſey had been 
carricd away by the over-flowing of the Ri- 
ver, and bur lew Coaches went that way 
without danger of being broken ; that hap- 
pend to mine; an hole made the Pole fly in 
pieces, and the Marchioneſs D'Albret and I 
were conltrain'd to alight in the worſt of wea- 
thers. Ar that fame moment the Marquis of 
Pent palled by, we knew his Liveries, and 
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caus'd him to ſtop, to intreat for places in his 
Coach. He was in company with a Perſon [ 
had not yet ſeen, and who, perceiving People, 
cover d his Face with his Cloak; but when we 
were got into the Coach he ſaluted us very 
Civilly : He inquired . of the Marchioneſs 
D Albre: who TIT was; I had no lefs curioſity for 
him, than he had for me; and the Marquis 
De Pont inform'd me, that it was the Cheva- 
ler Chaſtillion, Captain of the Guards to. Mon» 
ſieur, I had already ſufficiently heard of him, 
not to be ſurpriſed at this good mien, though 
very taking ; and I ſhould tell to any one bue 
to you, that he is tall and proper, fair hair'd, 
well featur'd, and has excellent Teeth; his 
Mind is cafie and agreeable 3 and he has the 
Character of a very gallant Perſon. The 
Combat which had lately paſſed berwixt the 
Count of Fieſaue and him, did oblige him to 
obſerve exa&t Meaſures, when he went to 
St, Germain; that was the reaſon that when he 
firſt perceiv'd us he conceaPd himſelf under 
his Cloak. But, in ſhort, he took me not long 
for a ſuſpeted Perſon, and that firſt momenc 
of interview proved to be Sympathetick, 
_ has ſince caus'd us a world of trou- 
les. 

The Converſation betwixt us four had no- 
thing of ſingular. We came to St. Germain, 
and after we had made our Court, the Mar- 
chioneſs D' albret and 1 retired together. The 
Marquis de Pent , and the Chevalier Chaſtil- 
lion, came to beg a Supper of us. After that 
divers Perſons came, and the Chevalier would 
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have rctired 3 but ſome beginning to play a* 
Baſijer, and I having a greater deſire to enter” 
tain him, than to play, he gave me his Hand, 
and we paſſed into my Appartment : He 
gave me not long the liberty of diſcourſing on 
indifferent things. He interrupted me, to tell 
me, in a molt perſwading manner, that now 
he was conlolated in his Diſgrace, ſeeing that 
he had the good fortunc to know me 3 and he 
aſſur'd me, that I had never made fo great a 
progreſs, on any Perſon, at any time, as I had 
now done upon him. He intreated of me al- 
to, that I ſhould permit him to pay me his 
Devoi:s at Parr ; and, I confeſs, Madam, that 
as oft as he ſpoke, 1 fanſied that a ſpirit of 
per{wajion did join unto his ; infomuch that 
ic had been more difficult for me to retui-: 
what h2 defired, than it was ealic to me to grant 
it to him. 

Atcer I had been at St. Germain ſome Days, 
the Chevalier gave me divers Viſits, he dil- 
cours'd of his Paſſion, and I heard him with 
delight : Bur, one Evening, having met with 
me in a more melancholick hamour than I 
usd to be, he, in a tender manner, ask'd me 
the reaſon of it ; and I freely contcſs'd to him, 
'Thac I was diiturÞ'd at the Engagements 
which 1 had learnt he had with Madam 
Daubray : That young Widow, exceeding rich, 
who lov'd him molt Paffionately, and though 
ſhe was not very Beautiful, and had but an 
indifferent ſhare of Wit, might have been a 
very advantageous Match tor him. Mean 
time he aflur'd me, That, if I pleasd, he 
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would never ſee her ; and that after the fſacri- 
fice he had made me of his Heart, there was 
none, that I could not promiſe. to my ſelf, 
trom his Love and Complaiſancy. I then 
told him, that he knew me yet but very ſu- 
perficially, and that he ought not to think I 
ſhould preſcribe him particular Rules to pleaſe 
. me; that if it were certain he lov'd me, his 
Hearce would ſufficiently take my part 3 and 
that if he lov'd me not, I ought not to con 
cern my ſelf with his Afﬀairs. 

Madam Daubrey, who had Spies abroad, was 
ſoon inform'd of her Lover's afliduous ſervices 
ro me ; ſhe fell into an inconceivable Jealou- 
fie at it, and in her Fury, ſhe went to the Mar- 
chioneſs of Palvoifin, Mother to the Cheva- 
lier de Chaſtillion, to tell her, ſhe would never 
ſze her Son more, if he did not break off 
with me ; ſhe eaſily brought her over to her 
. fide, becauſe ſhe pafltonately deſired to ſee 
her Son in an eſtabliſh'd Fortune : And, as I 
perceiv'd at laſt, by all che Meaſures that were 
taken, that I was on the point of lofing him, 
I reſolv'd to make him ſure to me, by ſuch 
Teſtimonies of Eſteem and Confidence, which 
I had always refus'd him. : He receiy'd them 
with ſuch a ſenſe, as perlwaded me as-much, 
as his word he gave me of it, that he did not 
only ſacrifice Madam Daubray to. me, hut the 
whole World alſo. Mean time, it being my 
opinion, that we ought not to love ſo much 
on our own account, as that of thoſe Perſons 
we love, I deſir'd the Knight, that ſeeing he 
tound a conſiderable Intereſt in managing of 
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that Miſtreſs, he ſhould omit nothing to 
pleaſe her: He promiſed ic me, to obey me 
only, he faid , but on no other Conlidera- 
tion. 

The Count of Fie/que, who long {ſince I have 
known, who had tought with the Knight 
Chaſtilli-m, but upon ſome Diſcourſes that rela- 
red to Madam Dawbray, and whom he alſode- 
ſizn'd to marry, had however nothing but out- 
ward appearances for her : For the Dutcheſs of 
San{erre and I, ſhar'd his Aﬀe@ions between us; 
and to any other Perſon but you, Madam, I 
ſhould ſay, That he is an accompliſh'd Cheva- 
lier : Though his Stature is not ſo high as the 
Knights, it is as diſengaged; he has black Hair, 
very delicate, and Tcerh like Pearls ; his Eyes 
arc large, and full of Fire; a world of Wit, 
and Sings beyond any in the World ; and 
when he deſigns to pleaſe, he ſucceeds with- 
out trouble : He had not had therefore much 
to doto caule himſelf to be beloved by me, but 
that ic did not pleaſe me to ſhare his Heare 
with the Dutcheſs of San/erre, though ſuch a 
Rival could but Honour me much. There are 
ſome Poſſefſions which we would have with- 
out any Conteſt; and the Knighe Chaſtillion 
ſerving me with the greatelt Fidclity, he was 
therefore the moſt haſty. Bur at that cime 
there happened athing pleaſant enough; which 
was, That being both afraid of being ſeized,on 
the account of their Combat, they both con- 
ceaPd themſelves wich equal care, and came 
every Night to me in hired Chairs, muffl2d 
12 their Cloaks, The Knight was already got 
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into my Chamber, when one of my Women 
perceiving the Count of Fieſque, came to whi- 
ſpzr it in my Ear. I cold the Knight that ] had 
Company coming , and he preſently went 
down a priyate Stair, and thought to have got 
into his Chair, having found another in the 
Court like his. The Count was juſt got into 
my Chamber, when he ſlipp'd out of it again, 
hearing the Voice of the Duke of Crequz ; he 
would not be ſeen 3 and having met with ano- 
ther Livery-Chair, he only bid che Chair-men 
carry him home ; ſo that che Knight's Chair- 
men carried him to the Count's, and the 
Count's carried him to the Knight's. They 
perceived tz and having clear'd the matter 
with the Chair-men, they underſtood the Mi- 
ſtake, and that IT entertain'd them both. The 
next Morning they both reproached me much 
for having made it a Secret; but I having af- 
ſured them it was without deſign, they appear- 
ed ſatisfied, at leaſtin appearance, 

The Count of Fieſque had roo much Wit to 
remain uncertain of the Sentiments that were 
had for him he-foon was ſenfible of thoſe of 
Preterency, which I gave to the Knight Che- 
flillion : And though this firſt did not love me 
as much as he might do, he was ſeized with a 
violent fit of Jealouſie upon it, which had like to 
have cauſed a ſecond Combat between them, 
more dangerous than the firſt. But the Count 
thought he ſhould ſufficiently revenge himſelf, 
in diſcovering to Madam Daubray , all that 
ie could learn of our Intrigue. She had al- 
ready ſufficiency of Diſpoſicion to believe we 
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were not indifferent to one another 3 and 
when once ſhe had got a Spy as ſubtil as the 
Count of Fre/que, ſhe learn'd more than ſhe 
wiſh'd to hear: But not being capable of brea- 
king off with the Knight, ſhe ſpent her whole 
Fury-on me. 

My Husband being returned from the Army, 
and being particularly acquainted with Ma- 
dam Daubray, he began to receive, by her . 
means the firſt Impret{ions of that Rage which 
has cauſed me ſo many Evils for ſhe cold him, 
Tizac the Knight Chaſtill:on did love me 3 and 
the forgot nothing that would ſt him againſt 
me. 

Mean time I imagin'd,as did alſo the Knight, 
{zeing my Husband return'd , that very juſt 
Meaſures were to be taken, if we would not 
be diſcover'd by an Husband that was jealous 
and ſuſpicious, even of the moſt innocent 
Things: I therefore affe&ted diſcovering to 
him great Joy and Tendernets at the fight of 
him ; but in ſpight of all my Politicks, I fell 
into a Melancholy which I could not overcome; 
!o; I had fo agrecably accuſtomed my ſelf 
uato the Knight's Afiduities, that I ſuffered all 
m could be endur'd at the ſcarcity of his 

"1fits. 

While that he could conveniently viſit me, 
be nad negiected the Concerns of his Combat ; 
but now he thought of it; and to get free trom 
tem, the Count of Fieſque and he, refign'd 
themſelves Priloners, to juſtifie themſclves of 
that Duel wherewith they were accuſed. He 
came to ſee me juſt betore his Conftinement F | 
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and though Monfieur of ©aerdaniel was preſent, 
and thatI had not the freedom to ſpeak to him 
as I could wiſh, our Eyes were not only a- 
greed fo as td underſtand one another, but we 
had the misfortune to have my Husband under- 
ſtand them alſo. He ran to tell it to Madam 
Daubray, who was become his Confident 3 who 
perceiving that his Suſpicions were pretty well 
grounded, ſhe moſt ſubtilly fer herſelf to work 
toconfirm them. His Coldnefs and H-humonr 
prevented me from viliting the Knight Chaſtib 
lion, and the Count de Fie/que, though all the 
Wives at Court did them that Honour. Ma- 
dam Daybray was inceflantly with them; and 
ſhe did 1o trinmph over that Conltraint I was 
in, thar my Trouble had broke out into ſome 
Extravagancy, if the Knight had not at laſt 
got out of Priſon. He gave me notice of it, 
and I found the means to entertain him at the 
Piinceſs of Momnaco's; who being my Kinſwo- 
man and my Friend, did ſerve us with all her 
Heart. She comforted me on the Alarms I 
had taken on the beginnings oft my Husband's 
Jealouftes : She told me, That it the Knight 
ſhould ceaſe from paying his Devoirs at my 
Houte, ſome other place ſhould be found out 
where I might ſee him : Thatrhe beſt myſtery 
was to make none at all ; and thatir was fome- 
times convenicnt to fſhew a little, to conceal 
a great deal. I was calily perſuaded ; the 
Knight was over-joy*d at it, and came to ſce 
me the next day, One day it happen'd, that 
having come to me fomewhar early, my jea- 
lous husband, fecking bur ro confirm his Su- 
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icions, made ſhew of going forth; but pre- 
ently returning by the Back-door of the Gar- 
den, he went up a privy Stair, and got into 
my Cloſet ; whoſe Door being glaz'd, he could 
eaſily perceive all chat paſſed in my Cham- 

ts: - 
Long ſmce had the Knight importun'd me 
for my Picture. I had promiſed it him, withour 
deſign to keep my Word; but Conſtraint being 
commonly a Temptation. to Liberty, I needed 
no more preſling Reaſon to engage me to ſit. 
I had got my Picure in little in a Locket,beſet 
round with Diamonds. When Ifound my ſelf 
at liberty to ſpeak without Witneſles, I told 
him that I would give him a-proof of my E- 
ſteem ; of which, it he loved me, he would be 
very ſenſible: And at the ſame time I tied my 
Picture to his Arm ; he kneeled to receive it, 
and lifted it an hundred times to his Mouth; 
he returned ms a thouſand Thanks, and as 
many Prcoteſtations to love me all his Life. We 
ftorm'd together againi{t my Husband's trou- 
bleſome Suſpicions ; we promiſed that it ſhould 
not impair our Fidelity and Endearment to 
one another ; but being interrupted by the 
Marquiſs & Aibret who caine to ſee me, the 
Knight retired with all the tenderneſs and fa- 
e::faction imaginable. 

In what a Fury, O Heavens ! had Monſieur 
9uerdaniel been, at all thoſe Teſtimonies of 
Love that he had ſeen me beſtow on the Knighe! 
Had he been more Brave, and not fear'd his 
Courage, he had at that very inſtant done 
that, which had coſt me my Life before his 
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Eyes : But at laſt, Company being retired, 
what was I not to ſuffer from his Fury! he ad- 
ded to his Reproaches ſuch Cruel Threatnings, 
that I thought to have died with Deſpair ; he 
would have me to promiſe never to ſee the 
Knight more; and I remain'd, for a long time, 
lock'd up in my Appartment, without the 1i- 
berty of paſling into any other. | 

The Knight Chaſtilion was inform'd the 
next day of all that had paſſed on his occaſion. 
Repreſent to your ſelf, Madam , the Senti- 
ments of a Man very amorous, and naturally 
very impatient : He was for immediately run- 
ning into ſuch Extremities as would have rui- 
ned mez and to prevent him, I was forced to 
write that I would ſee him in ſpight of all 
things. Mean time, he being in a deſpair at 
my retirement, and that to no purpoſe, he 
ſought me in all places where he uſed former- 
ly to meet me: He thought of hiring an 
Houſe (without giving me any notice) which 
over-look'd my Garden; there I uſed ſome- 
times to walk; and going under his Windows, 
I heard a Man ſay to me, Stay, Madam, and 
deign to hear, and to pity me, The Accents of 
that Voice, did as immediately ſtrike my Hearec 
as my Ears; but not daring to anſwer, I pre- 
tended to gather fome Flowers, while I was 
ſinging this latter part ofa Verſe : 


and then 
Let us fear none but jealous Men 
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At that ſame moment my Husband was at 
the Window, and I ſhould ealily be induced 
to belicve he had a Familiar that gave him in- 
telligence of all things 3 for in concluſion, he 
fanſied that I did not ſing thoſe Words without 
deſign ; he calFd to me very roughly andymade 
me to retire. 

I did not doubt but that the Knight would 
frequently viſit that Houſe ; and I writ to him 
to conjure him to be very circumſpect that it 
might not be known ; and during all that time 
that I was kept in fight by my Husband's Or- 
d-:, there were but tew Days that we found 
not n:2ans of ſeeing and ſpeaking to one ano- 
ther , tor in truth LOV E 1s very ingenious, 
and gives both Wit and Dexterity to its Vota- 
ries. | Þuec Monſieur de Buerdanie!, who conti- 
nually did watch me,having obſerved thatl fre- 
quently went into my Cloſer, and opened my 
Window, would ſce one Night what paſſed 
there. It was a bright Moon-ſhine Night ; he 
put on a N:ght-Gown , a Petticoat, ſome 
white Coifs, and in that dreſs ſtood ſome time 
atthe Window. The Knight making no doubt 
buc that it was I, appear*'d at his, and ſpoke to 
him 3 but in lieu of an Anſwer to his tender 
Expreilions, he diſcharged a Piſtol at him ; 
and it was a kind of Miracle that he did not 


kill him. Alas, what became of me! When 


TI heard the noiic, I did run, with a world 
of Fears, into my Clofer; and when | percei- 
ved my Husband fo ridiculouſly dreit, I con- 
feis that 1 could not forbear buriting out in 
laughter ; but chat firſt motion of joy laſted 


but 


of the Court of France. a5 
but very little ; for he came up to me all in 
Fury, and I did believe that that moment 
would be the laſt of my Lite. He treated me 
worle than ever, and continued to lock me up 
2s a Criminal of Srtate. But in fine, the Mar- 
quiſs of Saycour Maſter- Huntſman, and one of 
his Friends, at the ſecret Requeſt which I cau- 
ſed to be made him by the Princeſs of Monaco, 
did undertake to take him along with him to 
Hunt a Stagg at Fountainbleau. He had much 
ado to reſolve himſelf to it, and it was but to 
try what uſe I ſhould make of my Liberty du- 
ring his abſence. I cannot tell you, Madam, 
the Joy which I felt at his going. The firſt of 
my Cares was, how I ſhould entertain the 
Knight ; and that the thing might not be ſuf- . 
peed, I ſent him word to go to the Princeſs of 
Monaco's,whereI came after with Madamoilelle 
Treſſans : That amiable Maid was come to vilie 
me, and to paſs fome Days with me, to un- 
weary herſelf of her recluſe Life, for ſhe then 
lived at the Abbey of the W oods. 

I found the Knight at the appointed time 
and place,ſo melancholick and ſo chang'd, that 
I ſcarce did know him. Our Converſation 
was aMKender as might be expected hetwixe 
two Perſons that entirely loved one another, 
and that were perſecuted. Ir is true alſo, that 
the vemembrance of thoſe evil Treatments L 
had received, came fo lively into my Mind, 
that I could not forbear to afford ſome Tears 
to my Griet, The Knight remain'd ſenfibly 
mov'd at it, and there was no Revenge which 
nis Leſpair did not prompt him to; bur Iwoutd 
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not admit of any. I told him, that we ought 
to conquer our ſelves generouſly on that point, 
and content our ſelves in not changing the one 
for the other. Afﬀeer this, we parted ; and 
though Madamoiſelle Treſſau was in the Cham- 
ber with us, the Princeſs of Monaco did fo dex- 
ecrouſly divert her, in peruſing of ſome Works 
which ſke had making, that ſhe heard nothing 
of our Converſation. 

Monſieur de Querdanie] was too jealous to 
remain long abſent ; he returned notwithſtan- 
ding all the Inſtances which the Marquifſs of 
Sanccur made him to detain him longer; he 
pretended to have unavoidable Buſineſs at Pars; 
and he had fo firmly poſſeſſed himſelf that I 
had ſeen the Knight, that though he had no 
certainty of ir, he durſt have ſworn it. He 
bethought himſelf to ſpeak of it to Madam 
Daubray, who perſuaded him in it, as- if ſhe 
had poſitively known it, ſhe being a Party con- 
cern'd in my Afﬀeairs. Through that Conjundti- 
on which they had with the Knight's Con- 
cerns, ſhe learn'd that Madamoilelle 7refſau had 
been with me, during all the time of that 
ſhort Journey which Monfieur Querdanie! had 
taken. She went to give her a Viſit and at 
firſt difcourſed on indifferent things; but fal- 
ling, as by meer Chance, on my Concerns, 
Know you, 1aid ſhe, that the Marchioneſs of Quer- 
danicl has a deſign to marry you, and that ſhe has 
made you ſee the Knight Chaſtillion but on that 
defien ; what think you of it ? Madamoiſelle of 
Treſ/au, though of Gaſcoign, not being prepa- 
red tor ſo ſfubtil a Device, let herſelt be ſur- 
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prized by it; and ſwallowing the Bait, I aſurt 
308, ſaid the, that the Marchioneſs bas not ex- 
preſſed ber ' ſelf in any Particulars to me on that 
point ; and I thought, when we found the Knight at 
',-the Princeſs of Monaco's, that it was by meer 
chance. I muft acknowledge that that Knight s 
very amiable, and well made , but I alſo believe 
that bus Star defigns bim to ſometbi ng better than 
ro pleaſe' me  —- + 
| Madam Daubray was over-joy'd to learn an 
Adventure fo proper to do me prejudice z ſhe 
added all the Colours which ſhe judged neceſ(- 
fary to accompliſh the Piece which ſhe deſign'd 
to preſent to my Husband: And ſhe.perfe&tly 
ſucceeded in ferting him againſt me. I per- 
ceived it by his dull and hagrine Air, and _ 
ſtartled at it more than-once. At laſt the 
Storm broke forth ; he loaded: me with Re- ' 
proaches, and told mel had promiſed him nor 
ta ſee. any more the Knight 3 but that he was 
no ſooner out of the way, and left me Miſtreſs 
of my own Condud ,. to know- what uſe I 
ſhould make of it, than that I had: appoitted 
him an Aſlignation at the-Princeſs of Monaco's: 
That he aflured me, that for the futurg he 
would provide againſt it, ſeeing I could fo ea- 
lily. forget all the Oaths I had made to him: I 
was fo ſimple and fooliſh as to confeſs it to him ; 
and I thought 1 'had found a great Excuſe for 
my Fault, in telling him, That it was rue, I 
had Cetired the Knight ro meet me at that 
place z but that jc was to return me the Pi» 
ure which.1 had given him, and my Lertters ; 
That, deſigning to ſee him ao more, I hag 
B chought 
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thought fir to get out of his Hands, thoſe 
Things which were of ſo, great Conſequence 
to me. | wy i | 
That was not the way to mend Things ; he 


| hearken'd to me with a-fleering ſmile and the - 


next day, I having not{uſpeRed it in the leaſt, 
he told me, that I muſt immediately go for 
Britany. I caſt my elf at his Feer, apd con- 
jured him to ſuſpend that Decree which. he ſo 
lately had pronounced ; but my earneftneſs to 
make him change, ferv'd but to confirm him 
the more ; and about fix at night I got into 
the Coach with him, and we were driven on 
th? Road to: Ouerdaviel. 
Though I went away in ſuch precipitation, 


. IT found the means 'to advertiſe the Knight of 


iz. At firſt he only conſulted ; but he deſpairing, 
made choice of a number of deſperate Guard- 
men, which he got diſguiſed-, and himſelf 
putting on the Habit of an Hermit, he fok 
low'd me, and came to an Inn where I was to 
lie , where he got betore me, and waited my 
coming. 

Mean time, I was in ſuch an extream dif 
pleaſure, that I wept continually. When we 
Came near to the Inn, the Axle-tree of the 
"Coach broke, and we were overturn'd mn a 
Pond, in which way,Perſons more happy than 
F, had certatnly been drown'd.” The Knight, 
-who {aw that my Steward and ſome others of 
*my Retinue were come, did believe we were 
not far off, He preſently went forth with the 
Count of AMonteſſon, who was come to accom- 
-pany him in "the ſine Diſguiſez and coming 

near 
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fear the Cauley, the firſt thing that. he percei- 
ved, by the light of the Moon, was my Coach 
that was fallen in the Pond. Ae this ſighe, 


- the Knight no longer thought that he, -perad- 


venture ; did expoſe himfelf to Death. He 
unged into the Water, ſeconded by his 
riend, and came to us juſt as we were endea= 


' youring to get out of the Coach. - 


My Husband was the ficſt* that appear'd, 
The Knight has told me ſince, That percei- 
ving him, he was ready to fall npon him, to 
take away his Life, or loſe his own; but at 
laſt reprefling as well as he could the Fury. of . 
his firft Motions, he gave hiim his Hand to aid 
him ; and diſguifing his Voice, he pitied him 


" forthe Accident. I was ſoaRided at all thoſe 


that had preceeded this , that though. I was 
in the Water up.to the Neck, 1-had nv thonghts 
of getting forth. But the. counterfeit-Hermit, 
who in a particular manner concern'd himſelf 
in my Preſervation, call'd on me, and took me 


in his Arms,to carry me out of the Water: And 


whether it was that he was'not Maſter of his 


. Joy, or that the darkngſs and the diſo:der we 


were in,did give hima too favourable Opportu- 
_ nor to make uſe of, as he was.carrying me 
off, he preſſed me tenderly in his Arms; . and 


- Cleaving his Mouth ro ming, he pur me into 


ſach 2 Condition, that I had; like to have dit- 
covered the whole Myſtery ; for I remain'd 
io frigheed at the Boldneſs of this Hermit, that 
E made a great ſhriek 3 and though I ſtill was 


in the Water, I would have forced my ſelf -;- 


out of his. Arms ; but he made uſe of all his - 
B 2 Srrengtht 
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Strength to retain me ; and faid, Þ it poſſible 
Madam, that you ſhould not know tne? And can 
any other but '| be-near you, in theſe Tranſports I 
feel ? 1 was going to anſwer him, but I was 
prevented by my + Husband's preſence. The 
out-cry I. had made, had reached his Ears; he 
asked whethet I had fallen ? The feigned Her- 
mit anſwered him, No ; but that I had been 
very near it, becauſe he had made a falſe 
| Rtep. You have too great a Charity for ms, ſaid my 
Husband , embracing him; but the Heavens 
will reward you. He gave him no anſwer, for 
we were both almoſt dead with laughing. 
While our People were buſie in getting out 
the Coach, I haſten'd all I could towards the 
Inn with the Knight; and finding my ſelf ag 
liberty to ſpeak to him, Make wſe"of thu Moment, 
ſaid I, to let me know what brought you here, thus 
diſguiſed,and in a time when T leaſt bop'd to ſee you. 
Can you, ſaid he, make me ſuch a Queſtion? Is it 
not you, Madam, that brings me here? "I come to 
revenge you, and to bring you back to Paris: I have 
found a Proteftion , us a fair retreat near to you. 
Madam, we ſpall be the;ſtrongeſt. Craft alone will 
not ſuffice ; but you lending never 'ſo hittle of . your 
Aſſiſtance, I'll engage for the Succeſs of the Enter- 
prize. At that very- moment I had a ſtrange 
Combat to fight, and but a ſhort time to gain 
the Vidtory over my ſelf: YetI reſolved ; and 
having returned him Thanks, as much as I 
. ought, for thus hazarding to ſerve” me, I in- 
ereated him to eſpouſs the Intereſt of my Re- 
putation, and to conſider that there needed no: 
more , nor ſo much neither , to'ruine me: 


That | 


of the Court of France. 21 
That I did hope that with a little Manage” 
ment, my Husbang's Il-humours would be 
calm'd 3 and that it would be much more ad- 
vantageous for me, to Teturn to Court with- 
oat noiſe, than to give occaſion to all France 
to examine my ConduR, and to judge: of ir 
according toevery one's Humour. In conclu- 
ſion, That I would not, and that I begg'd it 
as a. Teſtimony of his Aﬀe&ion , thar. he 
would not preſs me any further upon it. He 
remain'd ig an unconceivable Diſpleaſure ar 
it ; for he had been over-joy'd at that Quize 
which he hop'd to procure me 3 and ſeeing my 
Obſtinacy, he thought ic in vain to oppoſe it. 
He aflur'd me,thavnothing in this World ſhould 
hinder him from loving me, and from coming 
to ſee me, whereſoever I ſhould be carried, 
in ſpight of all Difficulcies. And I gave 
him my Word that I ſhould ever be the fame 
towards him. 

.The Inn was fo near, that we preſently got 
there, where I found my Women 3; and Mon- 
ſieur de Querdaniel coming a moment after, He 
told me that he was very ill, and that he was 
wet to the very Bones. He preſently: went to 
bed, and charg'd me to intreat the Hermit, 
and his Companion, to ſup with him. They - 
were both iq perfealy diſguiſed, that I had no 
reaſon to fear they ſhould be known. They 
came, and paſſed the Evening in his Cham- . 
ber-; and it cannot be imagin'd how much 
Monſieur de Querdaniel was edified with Bro- 
ther Bonadweniure (which was the Name that 
the Knight had taken) ; he entertain'd bim 
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22 M zMO1xs 
but with pious and heavenly Things 3 and -now 
and then ay Husband would turn towards me, 
and lay, Would to God, Malam, that Women of 
your Age, bad no commerco but with ſuch Perſons 
as Brother Bogadventure, Peace - and Union 
would continually reign in Families. I had the- 
greateſt mind in the World to laugh, yet would 
1 anſwer him coldly, "That I ſhould be very 
well ſatisfied; and that I judg'd him as ca- 
pable of edifying by his Actions, as by his 
Words. | 

Mean time, Monſieur d: Querdaniel being not 
well accuſtoinied to Baths as ill prepared as that 
of a Pond, he got a very great cold, with ſome 
flighe Fever 3 he fretted at it ,, and would not 
remain any longer in fo ill an Inh as that we - 
were in: He knewthat ©infe/i had an Houſe 
not far from thence, and though himſelf was 
not at home, he believed he ſhould be kindly 
receiv'd. Ihad a moſt ſenfible Dilpleaſure at, 
the Reſolution he had taken of going there, not 
doubting but that I ſhould pare from the 
Knight ; but as he came to take leave of. him, 
he ſaid, I beſeech you, Brotber , ts” come along 
with ws, for. I have a great Confidence in your 
Prayers. | 2 ge: 

Judge, Madam, whether any thing in the 
World could do us a greater Kindneſs. Weg 
went away all together ; and wfien we were 
come, Monſieur de Querdaniel, notwithſtanding 
his Illneſs, took care himſelf to chuſe me out 
a Chamber, tn which I could + neither go in 
nor out *but through his; and though he could 
not ſuſpect any Perſon there, he however 
| = FBS lock'd 
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leck'd me up that Night, and put the Key un- 
der his Pillow. - | Bo 
It happen'd by chance, that the: Knight - 
was lodg'd under my Chamber ; we were not 
long before we perceiv'd it, and rtfolv'd to 
make fome Hole by which we might converle; 
but when he and his Friend went about it,they 
perceiv*d that the Chatnber was contrivedafter 
the Italians manner ; and that by the - uſe: of 
ſome Pullies, *the Floor of my Chamber could 
be let down into theirs. They would not let 
me know it, for fear I ſhould difluade them - 
from ufing the Machines z but when I was in 
bed, -and-that they thought every-bady aſleep, 
lictle by lietle my Bed began to deſcend,though 
I perceiv'd ic not: And I myſt confeſs; that no- 
thing was ever like my Surpriſal,. when Ifaw 
Light, and by ic perceiv'd the Knight and the 
Count -Momeſſon: They had laid by their 
Hermits Weeds, which was neceſlary, thac I * 
might entertain them with my uſual familiari- 
ty. Heavens ! cried I, do I dream? or am I a- 
wakned ? How us this poſſible that I ſhould be with © 
au, and in another Chamber than that in which I 
lately went to bed! My good Fortune, Madam, 
has bad an hand in it, {aid the Knight, with a 
Smile ;- and I am perſuaded, that thu very Chams 
ber has. been the undoing of many jealous Hwmbands, 
ani the Happineſs of mare than one deſperate Lo- 
wer ; for win Inſtruments by which your Bed has 
been conveyed down, are [6 7 ch , and eaſie to be 
uſed, that thoſe of the ſubtileſt Italians , come not 
near them. But do you not fear, ſaid 1, that your 
Impatiency ſhould coſt you dear ? And what would 
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it be, if my reſtleſs jealous Hushand ſhould corhe #6 
it? Mix not my Foys with your Fears, an- 


- ſwer'd he; and believe, Madam, that Live" al- 


ways protets true Lovers, Well, ſajd 1, -iinter- 
rupting him , be ſilent; we flatter our ſelves tos 
much. I am bearkning to every thing, and I juſt 
wow heard my Chamber door opend! We were 


_ preſently in a profound ffilence, 'and we: heard 


that Monſieur de Querdaniel call'd me, and now 


* and then would ſay, 1s it poſſible T ſhould not find 


the Bed in ſo little a Chamber ? In truth I was 
almoſt dead with fear ; but at laſt he was wea- 


Tied in being without Light. - He went our 


to call his Valcz de Chambre, and we miade uſe 
of that. opportunity, *to put all things in their 
Tight poſture again.” | 

 'We had no time toloſe, for he preſently re- 


turn'd: I feigned to ſlzep ; he open'dthe Gur- 


tain, look'd on me, and faid, 1 do not wonder 


ſhe anſwered me not.; I never ſaw any one ina 


deeper ſleep. But, continued he, fpeaking to his 
Man, I cannot apprebend how I could ſeek a whole 
Heur a Bed [0 _ to find, It may be, Sir, laid 
he, becauſe you were not well awak'd.'. I was 
ready to faint with laughter, under my Cloths, 
at what I heard, and atlaſt they recired, with- 
out any further ſatisfaQion. 

* The Knight and his Friend, ſo ſoon as they 


| heard them go outof my: Chamber, let the Bed 
immediately down again ; and we (three 


did paſs the reſt. of the Night cogether 3 and 
when Day began to appear, we parted ;. and 
t12 Knight going to ſee my Husband in the 
Mo.ning under the Hermit's diſguiſe, he _ 

| | Um, 
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him, as a pleaſant thing, how he had paſed 
part of he Nike in my Chamber, —_— for 
my Bed, but could noc "find it. 

The Knight, his Friend, yeh, I, uy jan 

al impati to have the next Night fur- 
Giſh us urge i to entertain us. TI was 
rce withdrawn, and the ray Ade oern Cham- 
ber in my jealous Man — 
_ the Count Monteſſon, _ to ler i on. 
Bed ; but whether they di ap rake righe 
oſs of the »Machines', or that A ehire go was 
pa of order, it was not half down when it 
would move no further. 

Judge, Madam,in what a confuſion we were, 
and what Experiments we tried 3 but finding 
all in vain, 4 are wndene, ſaid I-to the Knight, 
i you find not cut ſome ſudden Remedies, in caſe 

y Haband ſhould come. In ths caſe, replied he, 
7 pres nobetrer 20ay than to ſwear our ſelves, and 
ſo counterfeit Devils. A what part you will, 
I anſwer'd, but loſe not one moment to put you in 4 
condition of preſe erving me from the Srorts that 
threatens. 

They preſently pulſ'd off the Bed Curtains. 
' which were 'of Aurora and Crimfon- Velvet ; 

they lapped themſelves in them, black'd "their 
Faces Ko. Hands, and in truth chey were very 
ary” diſguifed : They took each in their 

nd a Whip,anditold me, That if Monſieur de 
Querdaniel ſhould come, [I ſhould rely on them 3 - 
aand: that certainly he would- find himſelf.the 
Cually. What Fears ſoever | was in, the ſhapes 
they had put on, made me laugh heartily 
I was foon obliged to alcer my Tone, or w 
car 


_& LP 
* . Wm * ; 
6-4 - 
P y c bl 


— A £ 4 LW 4 
pr? *» 
" oy . & a 
"PET IIs 0 es. abs 12. Ee. 
 . 


ts Chas, | _— 2. v.82 


26 M:z MO1RKS$ 
heard my Husband come in: He was in his 
Night-Gown and Cap; he had # Wax-candle 
in his Hand, and did perfe&aly reſemble an old 
Conjurer going - to make his Charms. He 
came ſoftly to my Bed-ſide, and was ſtrangely” 
farprized to ſee it fo ſuſpended in the Air, and 
almoſt quiterfunk into .another. Ghamber, and 
ta hear me make moſt lamentalle Complaints : 
Forgthat he ſhould be the eafier deceiv'd, fo 
foamas he: wzs come in, I had began to-ſa 
with a Voice intermixe with Sighs, and 1 
What, muſt I die then, without taking leave of my 
dear Hushand , whom I love as much as my own 
Life, notwithſtanding thoſe ill Suſpicions which be 
has of my Conduit ? Rut I forgive him with all my 


_ Heart; and you evil Spirits that perſecute me, be 


yow Witneſs of it. | 
Monſieur. de Querdaniel hearken'd to me, but 


. could not make any thing of my Eamentati- 


ons; yet -he found himſeif mov'd at what I 
ſaid; And having kneeled the better to ſee me, 
as. he ſtoop'd, and put his Head at the Hole 
in the Floor, he perceiv'd the two Devils;. that 
gave terrible Blows upon my Bed-cloaths with 
their Whips. He' was in ſych a fright at it, 
that he was already preparing to fly for.it, and 
leave me to their yon gpocs but that the * 
Knight, who lov'd him 8t,. would not let ſlip - 
ſuch .an occaſion. of puniſhing him ,” and re- 
venging himſelf. He ſeiz'd on his Arms ; and 
though he had.much' to do to pul him down, 
yet was at- laſt done by the_Aid of his Fel- 
low-Devil, and both of them: fell upon him 
with their Whips, ſaying now and then, AP 

| Jealous 
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jealow. Husbands without @ Cauſe , will one day 
meet with thy ſort of Coafiſeme's, eigher Sn thy, - 

or the other World: 

Never was any one more pleaſed: than I, to 
ſee what pafsd ; bur at laſt my Husband made 
ſuch loud out-cries, that every body came a- 
bout the Chamber ; and the:Devils tearing! a 
be known, got out at the Windows, leap'd ins. 
to the Garden, and quitted the Bed. Crs, 
and. all that could make them ta be 
and. preſently return'd: in their Hermic's Te 
guiſes, int> Monſieur de Querdaniel's Chamber. 
They tound him i i Bed balf dead : 4b, Bra- 
tber Bonadventure,! faid he, in a_ weak and 
languiſhing Tone, if you bad heen with me, I had 
nc far'd foils deubelel; your good Prayers bgd pres 
ſerv d me : Yai muſt by all means. bleſs that moſt 
dangerow Chamber , . and repeat ll the neceſſary 
Prayers to drive from thence the moſt. witked De- 
wvils that I ever heard to ſpeak. Alas! they have 
almoſt kill d me with their Ph, is, IWho would be- 
lieve that ſuch Inſtruments of Pennance, which are, 
of uſe ro make Saints, ſhculd be | emplay'd by theſe. 
Enemies of Mankind. Thad always believ'd," that' 
they were ſample Spirits that aſſum'd fangafical 
« ſhapes; buy I proteſt , that thoſe which put-me 
in that Condition ycu ſee me, have ſeem'd to me 
* as real as you or lam ; and that when they ſpoke to 
me, I fanſiedthyvt I knew the ſound of their Vojees.; 
What hawe they ſpoken to you? replied Brother Bow 
adventure ; The thing « till 'the more remarkable. 
They. told me, continu'd Monſieur Puerdaniel, 
KN jealow Hwbangs ſhould be. ſeverely puniſh'd, 
As for that, replig the Hermit, 1 have read it 
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in our moſt learned Treatiſe: ; and it u to be pre- 
ſum'd they. are not ignorant Devils. I am fully re- 
folu'd, my Husband added , never more to be 
jealows, looking on me ; and'l am ſorry for what 


id bet wixt us. | fy 
you , Madam, whether any thing 
could be more pleaſant to the Knighe andme, 
chan to ſee him repent. The Hermit promis'd 
him to make very great Exorciſms, to drive 
away thoſe evil Spirits: And after he had got 
into the Chamber with his Companion, and 
tarn'd out every body, they buſied themſelves 
ſo effequally about the Machines, that at laſt 
my Bed was ſet again in its uſual place. Some 
preſently run to give notice” of it to Monſieur 
de Duerdaniel, judged it to be the effect 
of Brother Bonadventure's Prayers 3 and he 
would not permit him to depart , 'till he him- 
{elf lefe the Caſtle.tco go to @yerdaniel. - We 
then parted, not without an extream violence, 
though we had taken very exa&t Meaſures to 
write and fee one another ; and that we had 
receiv'd a very pleaſing Satisfaction, in having 
.paſs'd fo much time together, without being 
diſcover'd, and having acquitted ourſelves in 
part of a Debt fo juſtly due to my too-ſevere 
and too-jealous Husband. | k 
The Knight, after he had put on his own - 
Cloths, went away Poſt in the Night, to re- 
turn to St. Germain, He was not gat there 
yet, when he ſent me one of his Gentlemen, 
- with Orders to put into my Hands a Billet, by 
which he gaye me notice, That before I was 
got home he would ſee me once _— 
ntle- 


bas 
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Gentleman did perform his Meſlage fo well, 
thar I had the opportunity of giving him an 
Anſwer in a pair of Tablets with Filligrine-Co- * 
vers, which I had about me: I particularize 
the Table-Book, becauſe it has contributed to a 
ſingular Adventure. I writ to him, That I cor-' 
- jurd him not to follow me any more; that we 
"_ manage ag ee if we _ ſee one 
another again 3 that he might, venture, 
be diſcover'd ; arid that it eas} po a Buſineſs 
not -to- be repair'd. I concluded with Aﬀy- 
rances of a tender and faichful Friendſhip, and 
tolechim hear from me fo ſoon as I could con- 
—_— do it. $1 5 
We thus continir'd our Journey ; and my 
Sorrows did much diminiſh, by the Concerns, _- 
that.the Perſons for whom I ſuffer'd them, did 
take of them. + = | 
We were ſcarce come to Querdaniel, when 
my Husband did receive Letrers from Court, 
chat commanded inſtantly his preſence there. 
The ra ym Deſigns could .not remain 
long ata ſtand'; he was preparing for a new 
Campagne, and for that Reaſon Manſfieur - 
de DQuerdaniel was 6bliged to leave me. His Bro- 
ther theAbbot did conftantly live in chat Man- 
+ nor-Houſe ; my Husband writ co him to keep 
me ag a Priſoner of State, and to give him a 
faithful account of my Conduct. I cannot 
wonder enough at his forgetting ſo ſoon thoſe 
Oaths: which he had made, of never more 
being Jealous, and by what means the Devils 
Corrections had been ſo ſooh blotted out of * 


his Memory. However, at his parting, he ex- 


prefs'd 
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preſs'&to me a great Regret to leave me, } 
did not doubt but that the Knight would be 
one of the firſt to follow his Maſter to the Ar- 
my, and I did imagine that I ſhould remain 
long without ſeeing him. T ſuffer'd much 
throngh thoſe Thoughts ; and to divert 'm! 
ſelf Guring that rigorous abſence, I undertook ' 
to finiſh ſome Buildings which were began. 
The Caftle is very fine, firuated on the - 
ſhore : A vaft Foreſt fupplies ic with agree- 
able Walks; all is full of Springs; and never 
had Solitude ſuch natural Agreements. I cook 
cart to add thoſe of Art; I cauſed a great: Pile 
of Building to be finiſh'd, and a ificenc 
Pavillion in the Park. T had'a Room 
painted with divers Motto's, which did all cor- 
reſpond tomy Condition. I 1et- in one a Silk- 
worm at work with theſe Words: | 

My Priſon w my Glory. 


In another , ewo Palm-tress ſeparated by a 
Road , which join'd their Branches by ben- 


ding them down, with theie Words : 


Though Diſtance parts, Love unites ws. 


There was a third, in which a E»p;d did appear 
in a Boat on a tempeſtuous Sea, with theſe 
Words: : | . 

Alas ! what ſhall be my Fate ?. 


There was a Woman ſeen alfo, leaning on an 
Anchor,which gaveſuck to a Cupid, with theſe 
Words: | 

Hope feeds Lows. % 


Iri © 


” 


In fine, TI forgot nothing that could render 
the Place beautiful and pleaſant. The wry 
Chaſtillion, on' his part , 'was 'preparing to I6« 
me; but he was ſurpriz'd_ wich- his ſudden de- 
parture forthe Arty.” He ſent me word of ie ; 
and during his abſence, I frequently receiv'd 
of his-News, -and fent him ſome from me with 
great exactneſs, in ſpight of all my Brothier-in- 
La w*s Caution, who finding me in a perfe&t 
indifferency for all the Pleaſures that were pro- 
pos'd tome, and a great inclination to remain 
retir'd at home, he Uid not doubt but that my. 
Husband was much in the wrong to treatme 
with fo mich Tigour ; and this good Abbor 
'gave me a lictle more liberty, in the Opinion 
that I ſhould make np ill uſe of it. A 
. The Summer's heat was then ſo violent,that 
it was neceflary to remain mew'd up all the 
Day, but in the Evening I would get on the 
Sea in a Sloop; I would go 'a League at Sea, 
and when the Tide'was out, there+ did ap 
a ſpacious Rock full of Springs and Rivolets. 
The Sea girts this Rock round about ſo; that 
one may walk on it dry-footed, and when one 
pleaſes. one may bathe there alſo. 

- + There 1- was got one Moon-ſhine Night, 
follow'd only by ehree of my Women ; and as 
E was fitting on the brim of the Rock, chink- 
ing. on. my Misfortunes, and on the Knight's 
abſence, who alone poſleſs'd my. Heart, I per- 
 ceiv'd coming from the Land-fide a Sloop, 
with all che Hands ſhe could make; I remain'd 
ſurpriz'd and frighted at it; by reaſon, of the . 
Offend Capers which viſit our Coaſts, ——_ 
| ome- 
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ſometimes make troubleſome Deſcents. I call'd 
to my Women, that we might preſently' pus 
off; but thoſe who were coming towards us, 
having pad by,. and obſerv'd my Sloop with 


Ladies in it, they ſtopp'd ;_ and aiter they had 


conſider'd us a while, they landed, and came 


to us, with ſo much haſte, that I was mach 


afrighted: But how ſoon was my Fear turn'd 


intoJoy, when I knew the Knight and the 
Count AMonteſſom! _ How happy am I, Madam, 
ſaid the Knight approaching me, ro find you 
bere ! I was in a preat perplexity of the -means 1 
ſhould uſe to ſee you ; but my good Fortune being in 


Intelligence with my Love, has guided you into thu. 


place. "Be ſatisfied, ſaid I to him , that the [a 
risfattion which 1 receive in ſeeing you, u ſo great, 


that I forget for ſome moments the Dangers that arg 


Join'd toit 3 yet you muſt be adviſed by, me 3 do not 


make any longer ſtay bere, left ny Brother-in Law 


might come to the knowledge of it ; and that ould 


prevent we of ſeeing\you;ſo often as I ſhall do,if you fol- 
lowmy Advice. -I mu#t not ſeek for any reaſon to en1- 


and be aſſur'd, that your pleaſure ſhall ever bes Rule 


' © $0 mine, Go, {aid 1, to Leance*s Mother, ſbe w my 


Maid, and faithful to me 3 ber Mother will alſo be 
ſo to me. *Aﬀter we had entertain'd our ſelves 
ſome Moments longer, he took leave of me; 
and] as he was ready to get into his Sloop, we 
perceiv'd an Offend Caper that was . making to- 
wards us With all his Sails: He had obferv'd 


us, and did not doubt but that we were good | 


Booty. The Tide was too far ſpent to get'to the 
Rock 3 but preſently making uſe of their 


' gage me t0 obey You, laid he ; = Orders, Madam, 
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Sloop , we underſtood their meaning. The + 
Knight, the Count, and two Gentlemen only 
that follow'd them , would have ſtool to it ; 
but fo ſoon as they had perceiv'd the inequality 
of the Combat, they found that their raſhneſs 
would prove our general loſs: So that getting 
haſtily all.into my Sloop, we got to ſhore, fol- 
low'd by the Offenders, who made ſeveral ſhots 
- us, but we had the good Fortune not to be 
ure. 

Night being come, the Knight went his way 
with the Count de Monteſſon,and got to Leance's 
Mother's, where I diſcours'd him divers times, 
during the ſhort abode he made there. I durit 
not permit him to ſtay any longer, tor ſear it 
ſhould be known ; but notwichſtanding all our 
Care, my Brother-in-Law, who was both cun- 
ning and diligent, learn'd all chat had pals'd. 
He writ it to my Husband, who being now 
return'd from the Army, did not reit a mo- 
meat at Pars, after he had receiv*d that Let» 
ter. He came to me at Qucrdaniel, in 1o vio- 
lent a rage, that he us'd me worſe than he had 
ever yet done. He obſerv'd the Room I had 
caus'd to be painted : He conceiv'd that all 
thoſe Motto's were for the Knight, and pre- 
ſencly caus'd them to be pat out, after he had 
made me a thouſand Reproaches. I murmur'd 
nor, and only told him, chat he was to blame 
co corment me on the account of the Journey 
which the Knight had taken into Britain, lec- 
ing ye knew it was not in my power to hinder 
him; and thac unleſs the King himſelf ſhould 


torbid him to come, I knew no remedy for it. 
C The 
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The Knight learn'd, with a mortal Diſpleaſure, 
the new Cauſes of ill Uſage which I had 
receiv'd from my Husband on that Subje& : 
And if I had not taken a moſt particular care 
ro increat him not to think of revenging me, 
he had run to the laſt Excremities. 


But it has been long enough ſince I have not 
ſpoken of the Count de Fieſque, to believe that 
you would be willing, Madam, that I ſhould 
20 on with him a little. He was ſufficiently 
inforn!'d of the Sentiments I had in favour ot 
the Knight Chaſtillien, ro believe that I pre- 
terr*d him to him in my Mind; and that Rea- 
ſon join d to the affiduouſneſs which he had 
for the Dutcheſs de Sanſerre, and to the Ma« 
nagements which he preſerv'd for Madam 
Daubray, had ſomewhat diſtanc'd him from 
me : Yet he did not deſiſt ſeeing me fome- 
times, when I was at Pars; and while I re- 
maind in the Country , he frequently writ 
News to me from the Army. At his return, 
he found that Madam de Saxſerre was abſolute- 
ly gone from » him; the Marquiſs de Cawvoys 
had made good uſe of his abſence to manage 
her Mind : And though the Dutcheſs endea- 
vour'd to appear ftill the ſame, the Count de 
Fieſque's penetrating Paſſion did foon inſtruct 
him in all he was to fear. He. is violent and 
haſty : That which did help to increaſe his 
Rage,was, to ſee his Kinſwoman, the Countels 
_ oe Ferze, in the Intereſts of his Rival ; And it 
was frequently in her Appartment, that divers 
peifidious Actions were acted againſt _ 
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He exprefs'd his Reſentments, and threatned 
to make a dreadful Noiſe, if the any longer 
contributed to the Dutcheſs's Interview wich 
the Marquifs. But though ſhe had divers times 
given him her Word to the contrary, ſhe ne- 
ver did keep it, when ſhe believ'd he ſhould 
not know 1t. 

He was of Opinion , That the better to 
know how all things were carried , he muſt 
corrupt one of his Kinſwoman's Women: He 
applied himſelf to Margorr, who was the Per- 
fon which was the furtheſt admitted in the 
Secret; and he learn'd of her, that there was 2 
four-corner Match contrivd, between the 
Counteſs de Ferze, and the Count de Gui- 
taux, the Dutcheſs de Sanſerre, and the Mar- 
quiſs of Cavoys ; and that they were to go to 
Ici, at la Baſimiere, and not to return *till lace. 
The Count de Fie/que preſently took Meatures 
to break the Pleaſures of choſe happy Lovers, 
whoſe Victim he was. He found out the 
Duke de Leſdiguaires, to whom he laid open 
his Heart ; he conjur'd him to affiſt him in the 
diſturbance of that Feaſting, by ſome unlucky 
Accident ; and upon that, they reſfolv'd to 
wait for the Coach near Vaugirard, and to force 
it to drive to an Houſe that belong'd to a 
Friend of the Count de Fie/que. , After this, he 
ſet himſelf in ambuſcade in the Counteſs de 
Ferz#'s Street, and toward the Evening , ke 
perceiv'd the Ladies Sanſerre and Ferze get- 
ting into a Chariot, with Guitaux and Ca- 
vos, and drove towards cj: He run to give 
the Duke de Leſdiguaires notice of it : and both 
| C 2 con- 
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Concciving that it was impoſſible to attempt 


any thing, at an hour when the Roads were 
fill'd with People, they refolv*d to ſtay ?cill their 
return. They ſent Spies to enquire how 
things went at /a Baſmiere. "They remain'd at 
Vaugirard, ina private Houſe ; and never did 
Impatiency , Rage, and Deſpair , equal that 
which the Count de Fieſque did feel: How hap- 
py are you, laid he to the Duke de Leſdiguaires, 
zo love the Dutcheſs de Brittain, and to be belowv'd 
again ! It i one of the prettieſt Women in France, 
who treats you with a thouſand Diſtinftions, and, 
above. ail, who xs faithful. I know not whether 
T can # WiC” mY ſelf ou that account The Knight 
de Vanitolme has already made me paſs divers ill 
moments, and | continually find bim in my way : 
Iwas ſcarce fallen in love with the little Mignard, 
when be became my Rival, and has been the [ame 
as to the Dutcheſs de Brittain. I muſt confeſs, that 
T could not ſee him aſſiduous to her, but with ſuch 
Impatiency, as would have driven me to any thing. 
But ſhe reſold to cure me by the moſt certain Me- 
thed ; ſhe gave me her Word not to fee him more: 
She put ſuch things upon him in my preſence,as could 
not but torment him, *Tx true,that ſmce that time, 1 
have net perceiv'd any particularity betwixt them. 
And that's it, cried the Count, interrupting 
him, that's it which makes you the happieſt of all 
Men. Alis! Madam de Sanſerre had not pro- 
mis'd me leſs than that, that treacherous Woman ! 
but ſhe has kept nothing: She ſwore never to ſee 
Cavoys any more, at the ſame mcment that ſhe gave 
him a meeting at the Counteſs de JerzEs: And 
baving learn'd yeſterday, by Margott, thu Day's 
Match, 
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Match, I expreſly paſs d the Evening with her, 19 


fee with what a face ſhe would maintain my Con” 
ver/ation; nothing Was ever ſeen more Confident ; 
Her Conſcience ſeem'd not in the leaff to reproach 
her any thing, though I purpoſely ſang twenty times 
over theſe Words : 


But to play double with a faithful Friend, 
In the Empire of Love, it is a Crime. 


She (mil d at it, and weuld not mark that Chace; 
and at laſt I left her, the moſt de{pcrate and moſt 
amorons of all Men. 

They had continued their Conv-riation, but 
that they heard an Horſe come full ſpeed : 
They open'd the Window, and perceiving a 
Man to alight , they believed him to be their 
Spy. They were not deceived 3 and he told 
chem, Thar at that very moment a Chariot 
had come out of /a Baſmiere, without any Fol- 
lowers ; and that there was in it two Men and 
rwo Women, which were going towards 
Pars. "There needed no more ; the Duke, the 
Count, and three Gentlemen that accompa- 
nied them, got on horſe-back, and they had 
not gone ewo hundred paces before they met 
with that Coach. "The Coach-man was tun 
bled down; one of the Horſe-men took his 
place 3-it was dark ; the tour remaining plac'd 
themſelves at the ſides of the Coach, their Pi- 
ſtols ready, threatning to kill. all at the leaſt 
reſiſtance. - The Fortune of the weakeſt was 
to be led away by the ſtrongeſt ; and with a 
wonderful filence they came into the Houſe 
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near to Vaugirard, The Duke preſented his 
Hand to one df the Ladies, the Count to ano- 
ther, and thoſe of theic Retinus conducted the 
Men into another Chamber, where they re- 
main'd with them. 

Mean time, the Ladies went upſtairs ; but 
what a ſurprizal was the Count de Fieſque in, 
to find, in lieu of the Dutcheſs de Sanſerre, Ma- 
damoiſelle de Ligni! and what became of the 
Duke de Leſdiguaires,to meet with the Dutcheſs 
de Brittain, whom he loy'd, in the place of the 
old Counteſs de Ferze! What amazement did 
{21ze allo thoſe two fair Creatures, when they 
knew the Men! They kept filence for ſome 
Lime, but it was eaſie to obſerve in their Faces 
and Eyes, the Troubles and Agications of their 
Minds, | 

The Count was in a rage to have fail'd of his 
Detign ; and the Duke did feel a moſt violent 
Sorrow, for having ſo much cauſe to ſuſpect, 
with ſo much Reaſon too, that Perſon which 
was the deareſt in the World co him. 

Whats all ths, Madam ! (aid he to her : You at 
Two in the Morning in @ Chariot , in a Match o 
Four * You think me very guilty, {aid ſhe to him, 
in a tender and languiſhing Air, eſpecially if the 
Knight de Vandoſme makes one 3 but 1 ask but one 
moment of you for my Fuſtification. The Duke 
hearing the Knight de Vandoſme namd, re- 
main'd motionleſs; but re-afluming as much 
power as he could over his Mind, deſigning to 
make a'perfed trial of his Miſtreſs's Sentiments; 
Hiid, 1aid he, Madam, it « not now time to ju- 
ſtifie yourſelf : We muſt ſuccour the Knight . I knew 


bim 
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knew bim not, and ſo I left bim grapling with one of 
my Gentlemen, who wx rave, but rough withal : 
Pl run to prevent miſchief. In ſpeaking theſe laſt 
Words, he went out haſtily, and ſhut-to the 
Chamber door after him. He ſtay'd a little, - 
then return'd, with a Look as afrighted as he 
could imitate; ſaying , 4b, Madam ! addref(- 
ſing tothe Dutcheſs, the poor Knight has been 
juſt now unfortunately kilfd., At this News, ſhe 
was no longer Miſtreſs of her Policick; and a- 
* bandoning herſelf wholly to her Griet, ſhe 
* flung herſelf on the Bed,tore off her Hair,made 
Out-cries, and gave the Duke to undeiitand, 
that he had a Rival who was belov'd,, and 
doubtleſs happy. He went a ſecond time out 
of the Chamber, as a Man diſtracted, and 
cauſed the Count de Fieſque to go out with 
him; and though they both were but in a 
Condition to bewail their Deſtiny, and to run 
into Deſpaic , they were to think on other 
things: For the Biſhop of Strasbcurg, and the 
Knight de Vandsſme, who were their Priſoners, 
playd the Devil, and ſwore they ſhould be 
ready to attempt any thing, it they were not 
preſently brought where che Ladies were. 

This late Action oi the Count de Fieſque was 
very fierce, and he could not perceive any re- 
medy for it : But ac laſt he did reſolve tp tell 
the Biſhop of Strasbcurg, 'who was his-Friend, 
what a Miſtake he had made: He was not 
ignorant of the Intereſt that Biſhop had, in 
this Adventure, to have it kept ſecret; for you 
know, Madam, that the Biſhop was extream- 
ly in love with Madamoilelle de Lignz ; that 
C 4 he 
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he conceald that Love, under pretence of a 
Marriage which he woyld make bertwixt her 
and the Prince of Furſtemberg his Kinſman 3 and 
rhar this Kinſman did already engertain an im- 
patient Jealouſie againſt his Uncle. All that, 
had fu{hcient Motives to make a Secret of the 
Pufincfs, and to give the Count de Fieſque hopes 
o\ calily appealing the Biſhop, He went to 
him, and ask'd a thouſand Pardons of him, as 
well as of the Knight de Vandoſme, for the 
'froubles that he had cauſed them. He inge- 
rucufly told them , That his Deſign was to 
have furpriz'd ſome other Ladies that were 
gone to ſci, and that through croſneſs of 
Forrune he had been miſtaken. 

The Biſhop and the Knight remain'd ſo well 
jarisfied, for having not fallen into more dan- 
£erous hands, as they had imagin'd when they 
were firſt ſeiz'd, that with all their Hearts 
they receiv'd the Count's Excuſes, and did 
earneſtly intreat him to lead them where the 
Ladics were. The Count conducted them, 
which cauſed a very pleaſant new Scene. 

The beautiful Dutcheſs de Brirtain had not 
vcr wip'd off her Tears, nor quieted her Sor- 
rows 3 fo that when ſhe ſaw the Knight come 
11, who ſhe believ'd had been two Hours in 
another World, ſhe doubted not but that ir 
was his Ghoſt; and when he offer'd to ap- 
proach her, ſhe ſhriek'd, and committed ſuch 
Exrravagances, as extreamly fſurpriz'd him. 
tne Biſhop, who was not over-burden'd with 
Wir, maintain'd that ſhe was poſleſs'd ; and 
finding a Pot full of Holy Water at the Bed's 
head 3 


—— 


of the Court of France. BT 


head ; he thought he did a meritorious Act to 
caſt it all upon her, and wetted her from head 
ro foot. The Dutcheſs, who was ignorant of the 
cauſe that had animated him with ſo fierce a 
Zeal, did not reliſh that Action ; and in a 
Fury taking the Biſhop's Peruke , flung it juſt 
upon the Lights. Ic took fire preſently ; and rhe 
Biſhop was almoſt mad, to appear thus before 
Madamoilelle 4s Ligni without a Petuke; for 
he lov'd her ſo patftonately, that he would 
have given all the Wine on the River 
Rhine to pleaſe her. He ſav'd all he could 
trom the Conflagration , but not enough to 
prevent laughing, when he pur on his burne 
Wigg again. At laſt, Madamoiſelle de Lignz, 
who was the leaſt concern'd of them all, per- 
ceiv'd that the Dutcheſs was afraid of the 
Knight,becauſe ſhe had believ'd him dead. She 
help'd to undeceive her 3 and the excels of her 
Joy at it, cauſed her to commit almoſt as ma- 
ny Extravagances, as the excels of her Grief 
had done. They both underſtood the Duke 
de Leſdiguaires's Plot againſt them ; but they 
both found themſelves ſufficiently reveng'd in 
the ſatisfaction of ſeeing one another : So that 
they all got into their Coach again, and drpve 
to Pars, while the Duke and the Count re- 
turn'd home, very difcontenced at their hard 
Fate, and much to be piried. 

It Fortune had been in a good intelligence 
with the Dutcheſs Je Sanſerre, and the Coun- 
tels de Ferzs, after having eſcap'd fuck a fin- 
gular Adventure, which concern'd none bur 
them, doubtleſs they had return'd to Pars with- 
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out any Accident. But it was otherwiſe or- 
dain'd 3 and thus it came to pals. 

Long fince, che !young Count de Tonnerre, 
whom you know to be one of the prettieſt 
Lads in France, had courted Madamoiſelle de 
Ligni : His Deſign was not only acceptable to 
that beautiful Maid, but to her Parents allo ; 
ſo that there was no doubt but that the Mar- 
riage would be concluded. 

Mean time, the Biſhop of Strasbourg was 
fallen infinitely in love with her; and becauſe 
he could not marry her, he thought he could 
not have the ſatisfaction of frequently ſeeing 
his Miſtrifs, but in ſtriking up a Match betwixe 
his Nephew and her. The Quality of Prince, 
which he has in his own Country, awaken'd 
Madamoilelle de Ligni's Ambition ; and not 
conſidering thoſe Engagerhents which ſhe had 
with the Count de Tonnerre, ſhe gave her Word 
to the Biſhop, in favour of the Prince of Fur- 
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What Meaſures ſoever they took to keep the 
Buſineſs ſecret, the Count de Tornerre got an 
hint of it, and of what had been contriv'd to 
conclude the Marriage in tew Days. He was 
in ove, his Honour was deeply concern'd, and 
even his Fortune alſo: All thoſe Confiderati- 
ons, made him take the Reſolution of. taking 
away his Miſtreſs by force, though at this time 
fuch Actions are of dangerous Conſequences in 
France, even for the greateſt Lords of the King- 
dom : But, in fine, Love, Spite, and Intereſt, 
d1d not conſult thoſe Reafons which had coun- 
fell'd him after another manner ; and he 

| thought 
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thought of no other means bur to put his De- 
ſign in execution, when he learn'd by thoſe 
Perſons he had gain'd near Madamoiſczlle de 
Ligni, chat the Biſhop of Stra5bourg was to car- 
ry her to 1c: 3 and to have the greater freedom, 
they would go in a Coach emeogniro. 

'The-Count look'd upon that Opportunity 
as the beſt he could ever defire : He caſt his 
Eyes on the Marquiſs de Sable to ſerve him in 
that Aﬀair. He was one of his beſt Friends, 
and a Lad on whom one was ſure that no Re- 
fletions had any Power. He alſo found himjuſt 
as he would have him, ready to undertake any 
thing, and raviſh'd to add this Adventure to 
ſome dozens of others, which were all little 
Maſter-pieces. 

They refolv'd to employ but few Perſons,* 
but that thoſe ſhould be faichtul and reſolute. 
They ſent Stage-Horles betore, for the greater 
diligence ; and the Count deſigning to paſs 
into England, it being the neareſt Kingdom to 
ours, and that he had ſome Reafons to believe 
he ſhould fiad there ſome proteRion, he judg'd 
that the Horſes ſhould be ſent towards Roan. 
The Marquifs de Sable told him, That Malle- 
ville was on that Road ; that ic would not be 
amiſs to call there, becauſe it is a lirele out of 
the common Road, and that they might re- 
freſh themſelves there for ſome moments; that 
his Kinſman the Duke de Sanſerre was theremt 
. that preſent, and that in caſe they ſhould wane 
anew Convoy, they might procure one there. 
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Their Meaſures being thus taken, the Spies 
were ſet to work, and the Count de Ton- 
»erre, the Marquiſs de Sable, with the reſt of 
their Retinue, waited in an Houſe which is 
call'd Guebrian's Folly. A little after midnight 
they had notice, that the Coach in which Ma- 
dam. de Ligni was to be, was juſt gone forth 
from [2 Baſiniere ; and they did ſee it pals by, 
and follow'd it, as far as the Plain of Grenelle, 
where fix Horſes had been got rcady betore- 
hand, to be put to the Coach. 

The Coach-man was preſently made to 
alight; the Hackney-Hhorles wero taken out, 
the Doors were ſurrounded with Muſqueteers, 
and the Coach was driven on, as faſt as could 
pollible be. They got through Pars, and out 
ut it, no body uttering a Word. -'The Dutcheſs 
de Sanſerre , and the Corntefs de Ferze (tor 
they it was who were thus uſed) were half 
dead ; the Datcheſs did not doubt but ir was 
her Husband which had cauſed this Buſineſs ; 
and the Counteſs accuſed her Couſin of it. 
Mz=ſhteurs de Guitaux and de Cawoys, were in an 
amazement ; but there was no likelihood of 
making any reſiſtance againſt ſuch a Party, in 
which all Advantages had been taken. 

The Coach went with the extreameſt dili- 
gence; the Stage-horſes were exactly ready at 
hand, and art laſt they came to Malleville, where 
tha; Count de Tonnerre had refolv'd to alight, 
and =—_ thoſe Perſons that were with Mada- 
moiſelle de Ligni, When the Dutchets knew 
her own Houle, ſhe no longer doubted of her 
Misfortune 3 and her Grief did ſo encreaſe, 
that 
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that ſhe would have flung herſclf out of the 
Coach. 

The Duke de Sanſerre, who was to Hunt that 
Morning,wasgot into the Court of the Caſtle : 
He was ſurpriz'd to ſee Ladies come lo early ; 
and ſtepping forward to receive them, the 
Dutcheſs came firſt out of the Coach : She caſt 
herſelf ac his feet, melted into Tears, and em- 
braced his Knees: Sir, ſaid ſhe tro him, I am 
very unhappy, in that yuu ſhould give Credi to ſuch 
wicked Perſons as would ſpeak againſt me: But 
though you have cauſed me to be thus burried away 
with Monſieur de Cavoys, I can proteſt to you, that 
my Condutt x mnocent. 

The Duke, who is a very good Man, a great 
Hunter, and very ignorant, was in amaze to 
hear his Wite: He chought ſhe was fallen diſtra- 
&ed; and perceiving the Marquils de Sable to be 
one of the chief of her Conductors, he doubted 
not but that ſhe had loſt her Wits; and that to 
ſuppreſs the noiſe of it,he hadjbrought her indi- 
ligence into the Country : So that not anſwe- 
ring the Dutcheis, he enquir'd of his Kinſman, 
How long it was that ſhe rav'd thus? Sable, on 
his part, was in an unconceivable contuſion, 
for he well apprehended the Miſtake they had 
made, in carrying oft Madam de Sanſerre in 
lieu of Madamoiſelle de Ligni ; and that he 
expoſed the- firſt of them to the Fury of her 
Husband, if her Intrigue with the Marquis 
de Caweys was diſcover'd ; fo that he judg'd the 
beſt way was, to confirm the Duke in the 
Opinion he had taken up: She run mad, aid 
he, three Days ſince; and it came upon her througb 
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Vapours and a Megrim, and the Phyſicians hav* 
thong ht proper to have her brought bere for change 
of Air. What! Tmad? replied the Dutcheſ?: 
Since when has this Chimera poſſeſt your Brains ? 

Mean time the Duke, who dearly loy'd his 
Wife, did embrace her with all his Heart, and 
wept with her like a Child, for the Misfortune 
which he believ'd was hapned to her. 

But the Count de Tonnerre, who ſaw not 
Madamoiſelle de Ligni, and who deſired none 
bur her, perceiving his Miſtake,. fell into a De- 
ſpair ſo violent, that he was on the point of 
Death. The Counteſs de Ferze could not com- 
prehend any thing of all that was tranſaced ; 
and Mefſieurs de Cavoys, and de Guitaux, were 
as ignorant. They perceiv'd the Duke embrace 
his Wife with tender Aﬀecion ; the Marquiſs 
de Sable maintain that ſhe was mad ; the Count 
de Tomnerre talk to himſelf as one diſtracted : 
They find themſelves at Malkeville, where they 
had been hurried with ſo muck Diligence and 
Caution , that altogether put them to their 
Wits end : And if any one leſs concern'd than 
they in that Aﬀair, could have been a Specta- 
cor , doubtleſs ir had been a great divertiſe- 
ment, | 

In fine, the Marquiſs de Sable conducted 
Madam de Ferze, and the Dutcheſs, into their 
Apartment. 'The Count de Tonnerre came 3 
and being alone at that time, they inform'd the 
Ladies of the cauſe of the Adventure. The 
Count did ask them a thouſand times pardon ; 
and after that, took his leave of them, not be- 
ing able to remain any longer amongſt Wo- 

0 men, 
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men who could not but be very angry with 
him. 

The Dutcheſs did reſolve to ſpeak fome ex- 
travagant things, during ſome few Days, to 
her Husband, that he might not ſeek any fur- 
ther into that Buſineſs ; and ſhe cauſed notice 
to be given of all the Myſtery to the Marquitſs 
de Cavoys, and to the Count de Guitaux. Mean 
time, the Count de Tonnerre return'd to Pars, 
poſleſt with Sorrow and Rage. He went im- 
mediately home; but finding that Silence did 
encreaſe his Sorrow, he ſought for ſome-body 
with whom to complain. He was not ignoranc 
of the Paffion which the Count de Fie/que had 
for the Dutcheſs de Sanſerre , and of his Jealou- 
fie againſt the Marquiſs de Cavoys. He believ'd 
that the Relation of what had happen'd, would 
ſufficiently concern him to find ſome eaſe in 
his Converſation. He preſently ran to ſeek 
for him 3 and having not found him at home, 
he went to the Duke de Leſdiguaires, where he 
believ'd he ſhould find him. He was not de- 
ceivd ; coming there, he found the Duke and 
the Count in the Garden. 'They both were wal- 
king in two difterent Places, their Arms a-crofs, 
and their Hats ſunk in their Heads. The Count 
de Tonnerre perceiving them ſo out of Humour, 
would not approach them ; and chuſing athird 
Walk, there he march'd a pretty while; but by 
accident they all three ſtopp'd near a Fountain, 
whole purling Streams had invited them thi- 
ther. They after that came up to one ano- 
ther, and gmbrac'd, as Perſons that were pier- 
ced tothe quick with Sorrow. 
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Ah, Friend: \aid th: Count de Tornerreto the 
Count de Fieſque ; if you did but know what has 
happen'd to me this Night ! It u the moſt ſurprizing 
thing im the World. I know not what it i , an- 
ſwer'd the Count, fighing; but nothing can 
ſtartle me, after what has happen'd to me. Nay, 
Sirs, replied the Duke, hear me firſt, that you may 
canclule my Concerns to be yet more affiiting and 
more ſingular than any that you two can have. 

Preſently addrefiing his Speech to the Count 

de Tonnerre , he gave him an account of the 
beginning and progreſs of his Love towards 
the Dutcheſs de Brittainz and finally, the laſt 
Infdelicy in which he had found her. Tonnerre 
heard him with ſomewhat of patience, "rill that 
place where Madamoilelle de Ligni, and the 
Biſhop of Srrasbeurg were ſhareis 3 but when he 
came to that paſſage, he could not forbear in- 
tecrupting of him : 0h ! unparallell'd Misfortune ! 
l2id he, you bad my Miſtreſs; you knew umvil- 
lingly the Infidelity of yoars , while that with the 
Marquiſs de Sable, 1 ran like a mad Man after 
the Dutcheſs de Sanferre. 

There he gave an account of what had hap- 
pen'd to him : The Duke de Leſdiguaires, and 
the Count de Fizſque , look'd on one another, 
hearkning to him as Perſons that did not know 
whether they were aſlezp or awake. They 
went over their Complaints again ; they ſtor- 
mzd againſt all Humane kind, and ſought after 
ſomething that might divert them from that 
Sorrow in which they were plung'd. "They 
went together at the Thailleries. Thay met there 


not only wich the whole Town,but with divers 
Perſons 
» 
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Perſons of the Court alſo. That vaſt number 
of People was very unfit to divert three Per- 
ſons bs hated even themſelves; they, wene 
into the lictle Thickets. The Count de Tor: 
nerre's going towards one of thoſe Cabinets 
that ——_ to the Theatre, he ſaw a Man go 
out in ſuch haſte , that he gave him no time 
to know him : He only obſerv'd that he had 
let fall ſomething ; and going towards it, he 
found a Letter-Caſe made of Hairs mixt wich 
Gold : He open'd it, and found in it my Pi- 
cure and Tablets, in which I had wrt 
to the Knight or ay » as I was going to 
werdaniel ; and the laſt of my Letters, of 
which, here is the ſence as near as I can re- 
member : 


B* perſuaded , that I am mote unhappy than 
you, ſeeing you have the freedom of Com- 
plaining, and that they would take from me, even 
that of Thinking on you. We are abſent, and the 
Trouble xs equal betwixt mus, with this difference 
feilh, That you eaſe yours with the hopes cf ſeeing me 
agam ; and that 1 increaſe mine through fear of 
having the means taken away : Mean time 1 dare 
aſſure you, that it 1s an impoſſible thing. Come then, 
and make uſe of my Courage and Tenderneſs. 1 
ſhall remain ſome time longer in my ſolitude ; and 
that which I paſs Without you, 3s to me the moſt 
cruel time of all my Life. 


The Count de Tonnerre was making an end 
of reading thoſe Words, when Meſfieurs de Le 
diguaires and de Fieſque came up to him. -Th;s 
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i a Seaſon of Adventures, ſaid he to them ; ſee 
whether you know whoſe Pitture and Letter this 
zz. The Duke took the Letter, and the Count 
having caſt his Eyes on the Picture, gave 0 
p2rtunity to his Friends to obſerve ſome alte- 
ration in his Countenance : I know, ſaid he, 
the Or; 'ginal of this Pifture, and none but the Knight 
Chaſtillion could /o/e it. T believe as you do, 1aid 
the Count de Tonnerre ; for now I begin to remens- 
ber the Shape of that Perſon that went out of the 
Theatre when I came in : It # he. And with your 
Favour, continu'd he, what & that Lady's Name ? 
Her Picture does infinitely pleaſe me: She wi well; 
and to revenge my ſelf of Madamoiſelle de Ligni, 
I die with de [ire to become the Knight Chaſtillion's 
Rival. Take not up that Reſolution , 1aid the 
Count de Fieſque, _— for you would become 
zine alſo. How! yours ? replied Tcnnerre ; do 
g9u love another beſide es the Dutcheſs de Sanferre ? 
She lovd the Marquiſs de Cavoys, with me, in- 
teri upted the Count de Fieſque. Courage ! cried 
out the Duke de Leſdiguaires ; Cour age, you brave 
Leroes of the fineſt Gallantry ' You are inan in{tant 
reverg 'd, diſlcyal, and engag'd in new IntriÞues, 
while th, alt chou ed by the Dutcheſs de Brictain, I 
nitjt ? be [uch a Dog as to love her ftll. 'They had 
not tim? tO aniwer him, b:cauſe the Knight 
C+,/:10a, who had mils d his Letter-Caſle, pre- 
{-n-iy return d, Ie was nat pur to the crouble 
Gf jinoking tor it , for he perceiv'd it in the 
's 0: Monfizur de Tennerre» He perceiv'd 
Ne Uuxc was reading the Letter, and 
e Count” de Fieſque was gazing on the 
1 are Gl ; Ver;  buſie,S; irs aid he,m making 
my 
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my Inventory ; but however, ſet nothing 6 price, the 
Good of the Heart have none. You miſtake, laid the 
Count de Fieſque ſomewhat fiercely ; and—— 
He was going on , but the Duke thought ic 
Prudence to break off a beginning of Conver- 
ſation, the more ſharply, becauſe the Knight 
and the Count had latcly fought, and that 
they were Rivals in more than one place. 7 
render you this Letter, {aid he to the Knight, 
which I certainly had not read, had I known it bad 
been writ to you. I return you the Pitfure , ſaid 
the Count de Fieſque, becauſe that in ſuch Caſes, 
I am too nice to owe any thing to Chance. And 
ms to me, laid the Count de Tonnerre , there zs 
nothing to which I would not be beholden, to obtain 
ſo delicate a Woman's Bounties : And if it is poſe 
ſible that ſhe x faithful to you, I would not ask any 
other Advantage in this World, than to be [ome- 
times in your place, "The Duke and the Count 
de Fieſque ſigh'd,hearing the Word Fidelity men- 
tion'd, they. who knew fo little of it in cheir 
Miſtreſles. 

The ſight of my Picture,did awaken in Mon- 
ſieur de Fieſque's Heart, a Paſſion to which he 
eaſily hearken'd, as a ſure means to heal him- 
{elf of that which he had for the Dutcheſs 
de Sanſerre. He return'd home, thought ſome 
time on the means of ſeeing me again ; and at 
laſthe reſolv'd to take Poſt, and come to vitic 
meat Querdaniel. He had obſerv'd in. that Letcer 
which I writ to the Knight, that 1 did expect 
him there; that I was alone, and tha: he 
ſhould not expoſe me by that Journey. He 
thought alſo, that it he could but deceive me; 
| 4 an! 
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and that I ſhould take him for the Perſon T ' 
loy'd, he ſhould be the better receiv'd. 

Chance or Deſign made thoſe Tablets which, 
I have mention'd, to remain in his hands, that 
I had ſent to the Knight, and which had been 
'found inthe Letter-Cale. He refolv'd to make 
ule of it, to deceive me with more eaſe 3 and 
having feign'd a Journey to Leurou , he went 
towards Britta with great diligence. He 
ſtopp'd at a quarter of a League from me ; he 
inſtructed ds Vignaux, whom he had brought 
along with him, and ſent him to me. That he 
might with more eaſe come to the Speech 
of me, he ſaid he came from the Duke de 
Chaulnes; and being entred, he made his Com- 
pliments before my Brother-in-Law, who di- 
{truſted nothing of particular : But ſome time 
after having found a fit opportunity to deliver 
the Tablets tro me, which the Count had given 
him, I went into my Cloſer, and having open'd 
them, I found in them theſe Words ; 


Ou have commanded me to come, and my 
Love has ouided me; it remains in your 
Bounty, Madam, to do the reſt, I die with impa-= 
tiency to be at your feet: I believe that if yowtake 
right meaſures, it may be this very Night. 


I found ſome difference betwixt the Chara- 
&er which I did ſee, and that of the Knight ; 
but I too much wiſh'd it was he, not to lend 
an aid in deceiving my ſelf, I return'd where 
that Gentleman ſtay'd for me, and told him, 
That when Night was come, 1 ſhould go 
7) 
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to the Pavillion in the Park 3 that there was 
a Door which anſwer'd on the Sea, that it 
ſhould be left open 3 and that the Knight 
ſhould not fail to come there. 

With this Inſtruction he return'd where his 
Maſter ſtay'd for him: And when I found 
the Hour of the meeting to draw near , I 
went into the Park, follow'd only by Leance : 
I cold her with much Joy, that the Knight 
was come, and that ſhe ſhould wait for him 
at the Door, to bring him into the Pavil- 
lion. And I had not been there a moment, 
when Leance came in with a Man that fol- 
low'd her. We had no Lights, for fear 
they ſhould create Suſpicions in my Brother- 
in-Law, and that this vigilant Guard ſhould 
come and furprize us: So that the Night being 
a little obſcure, the Count de Fieſque found nor 
the leaſt difficulty to paſs for the Knight de Cha- 
ſtillion. 

If you have any Foy in ſeeing me, {aid I, falu- 
ting him , and if you do much on my acciunt, in 
coming ſo far to ſeek me, I do no leſs fir you, m 
receiving you : For it u certain, That if Monſieur 
de Querdaniel ſhould know any thing of it, 
there would be no Extremity that he would not fly 
to, The feigned Knight anſwer'd all that 
his Tendernefſs could inſpire him 3 and I was 
ſo fully prepoſſeſt it was he, that I obſery'd 
no difference in the ſound of the Voice. 

We had been ſome time together already, 
and were giving, to the ſatisfaction of ſeeing 
one another again, all che Teſtimonies of an 
extrcam Joy , when Leance open'd the Door 
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Iuddenly, and a Man came in after her, of 
whom I was very much afraid, left I ſhould be 
betray'd, and that it ſhould be my Brother- 
in-Law, or my Husband : Madam, laid the 
Maid, ſmiling, the Knight ftill wants a Ghide 3 
I believe that without me, he had not found the 
Pavillion again. Where are you, my Queen ? laid 
the Knight de Chaſtillien , drawing near that 
place where he heard a noiſe : And ſtretching 
forth his Arms to embrace me, he ſeiz'd on 
the Count de Fieſque, who would have paſs'd 
betwixt me and the Wallto get out. He eaſily 
jound that . he had hold of a Man in lieu of 
me : His Surprizal and his Fury became equal. 
The Count, who fear'd, in reſpe&t of me, 
the Succeſs of this Bulineſs, it the Knighc 
ſhould retain him any longer, endeavour'd to 
get looſe ;- but in vain, for the Knight drew 
his Sword, the Count did the ſame. Leance 
and I durſt not call for any help, for thoſe 
Reaſons that you may imaginez and never 
was any thing equal to our Trouble and 
to our Fears. We had no Light during all 
that Diſorder ; and I] was {till ignorant which 
of the two was my Lover , but I thought I 
could have ſav'd them both. 

Mean time they are fighting with an extra 
ordinary Fury and Courage, when the Knight, 
mecting with ſomething under his Feet, tell 
down; and in that moment thg Count was 
Maſter of his Life, if he would have made uſe 
of his Advantage. But though he was already 
dangerouſly wounded, he would not take any 
advantage; and addrefling to me, he faid, 

| Toe 
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The Sacrifice I make you, Madam, is ne of the 
moſt conſuderable that I could do. I give you the 
Life of @ belou'd Rival; but at leajt remember, 
that it is but a moment ſince your Heart was mine 5 
- ana if you take it from me again to give it him, 
you. are the moſk, unjui} Perſon in the IWorld. 
Saying this, he went out in great haſte: The 
Knight was inno leſs to rife again : He would 
have follow'd him with his Sword drawn ; but 
not knowing which way he was gone, he re-"' 
turn'd into the Pavillion. 

I cannot tell you, Madam, what Tdid fel 
all that time, nor the Condition I was in. I 
apprehended well enough , *that under the 
Name of the Knight I had been deceiv'd by 
another Perſon. I knew not who it was; and 
I could not imagine how the Knight had 
come at that fame moment, when I thought I 
was with him before, and how my "Tablets 
had contributed to this Buſineſs. In fine, I was 
making Refle&ions on what the Knight might 
think of me, and what that unknown Perion 
ſhould ſay of it, in caſe he were not concern'd 
for my Reputation. 

The Knight found me all in Tears, but far 
from being moy'd at them : You perfidicus Crea- 
ture, 1aid he, fear you not the juſt Vengeance of a 
Man that is betray'd, and deſverate? T ſhould 
really fear all, I an{werd him, if my Innocence 
did not ſcrve to juſtifie me. I deſire but ſo long 
time as to hear my Juſtification to be certain, that 
you will be ſatisfizd with it. Yes, Perfidions, 
cried he, with an Accent full of Anger, I ſhall 
be (atisfied to find you ſput up with an happy Rival, 
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in that very monrent that I abandon'd all to come to 
you. It was hut to make him triumph before my 


Eyes, that you writ to me to come aaway with all 


ſpeed : Notwithſtanding your Malice, T ſtill con- 
ſider you t50 much to rume you by the noiſe I could 


make ; I cm contented with bidding you an eternal 
Farewel, and to retain for you all the Contempt and 
the Ind:fferency that your ConduF deſerves. Ending 
theie Words, he went out; and left me fo 
overcome with Surprize and Sorrow, that I 
had not the power to ſpeak, nor to retain him. 
I lung my ſelf on a Day-bed, where I reſted a 
long while, without the power of Weeping or 
Complaining 3 and as for Leaxce,ſhe ſeem'd un- 
confolable, for having contributed to this Ad- 
venture. 

| To ler you the better underſtand how this 
came to pals, I am to tell you , Madam, 
that the Knight knew I was frequently in that 
Pavillion, and that he had been inform'd al- 
ready of th2 Door that anſwer'd on the Sca. 
So ſoon as lie was come, he went to ſee whe- 
ther it was open 3 and puſhing it gently, Leance, 
who was near, askd, Who was there 2 He 
knew her Yoice, andconjur'd her to lead him 
where 1 was. She believ'd he was newly come 
out unſcen to her, and that he could not find 


_ the way back to the Pavillion, wherefore ſhe 


lod him coir. This Maid reprefſent2d to me 
with many Tears, That if I neglc&ed to retire 
betore day appcard, 1 ſhould run the hazard 
ot adding new Troubles to thoſe I had alrea- 
dy. I thought it was impoflible ; but in com- 
Plzilance to ber, rather chan in conſideration 


C5 
Þ B- 


of the Court of France; . 57 


of my ſelf, I went out of the Pavillion to go 
into my Apartment. There was then an ob- 
ſcure Light,#which ſeem'd to uſher in the Day, 
and by which ObjeRs could already be diſtin- 
guiſh'd. As I was croffing a great Walk, I 

rceiv'd (good Heavens! 1 tremble yet at it) 

perceiv'd, I ſay, a Man laid under ſome 
Trees, drown'd in his own Blood, who call'd 
me with a weak and dying Voice. I ran ta 
him; and being come near, I knew, with an 
extream ſurprize , that it was the Count de 
Fieſque, who told me, looking on me tenderly, 
That Paſſion which 1 have had for yuu, Madam, 
has reduc'd me to that Condition you ſee me in ; 
yet am I contented to die, ſeeing I can ack you par- 
don, and excuſe my ſelf on the power of my Lowe, 
Let me not die in this place, your Honour wonld be 
ro0 much concern'd in it ; I am ſo wounded, that [ 
have bat one moment to live ; make uſe of it to 
aſſiſt me to get out of this place. Alas! what was 
my Trouble and Gricf at this forrowful Sight! 
I thought it would be too inhumane to leave 
him in fo wotul a Condition; and taking im- 
mcdiately a Reſolution, No, (aid I, 7 ſhall net 
hcip you to go from my Houſe, what bazard [never 
[ run to retain you in it. In ſhort, Leance and I led 
him with much ado into the Pavillion: We 
jaid him on the Couch, and I remain'd with 
him, while Leance went to ſeek for help for 
him. When his Blood was ſtopp'd, I bid him 
adieu, having obſerv'd that my preſence might 
do him ſome harm. I aflur'd him, Thar I 
would viſit him with care ; That he ſhould not 
crouble himſclt at any thing 3 and that I was 
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going to ſeek after means to ſet all things right 
again. 

Upon this, I retir'dy, in ſuch a ſadneſs 
and agitation, that I cannot repreſent to you. 
What's all ths ? laid I to Leance: Ob, Heavens ! 
what ſhall I do with the Count de Fielque? How 
ſball I juſtifie my ſelf rowards the Knight Chaltil- 
lion ? And how can I avoid, but that my Brother- 
m-Law will know hat has paſs d here ? Is there 
mm the World a more cruel and mire extraordinary 
Adventure? Comfort your, ſelf, Madam, faid 
ſhe ; if the Knight ceaſes loving you , the Count 
offers yeu his Heart. Ha ! ſilly Maid, I cried 
then, doff thou rhink that when one loves, the loſs 
of a Lover can be regain'd by the acquiring of ano- 
ther ? Yes, Madam, continu'd ſhe, I believe that 
betwixt two Perſons of Merit, he that loves laſt 
x always to be preferr d, or at leaſt he ought to be 
as happy as bis Rival. Doubtleſs, ſaid I, inter- 
rupting her, thou art of the number of thoſe that 
reckow that one and one make two; and thou 
wouldſF ſooner reſclve to love a dozen, than to 
be ungratef ul fo one fmple : but ut 2s not ſo with 
me. The Count appears amiable to me, yet can 1 
mot but hate him. In truth , Madam, replied 
Leance, I believe that another ſhall ſoon ſeek to build 
bis Fortune on the Ruine cf theſe two. Rivals: 
For, in ſhort, the Knight s loſt; the poor Count 
ready to dic: And Icannos believe, but that in aca- 
prictons Spite, and to be reveng”'d of your two unf or- 
tunate Lovers, the Fit will take you one day , of to- 
Ving your tco-troublelome Husband, 
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So ſoon as I could get out of my Appart- 
ment , withoue giving my Brother-in-Law 
any ſuſpicion, I went to the Park-Pavillion : 
And I gave charge to Leance of all the things 
which I chought neceſſary to eaſe the Count. 
How good you are, Madam ! ſaid he, after he 
had return'd me thanks: And how bappy ſhould 
T be, if your Heart bad as great a ſhare in what you 
do; as your Generoſity has That cannct be, faid I, 
fighing, and letting fall ſome Tears which I 
could not retain ; flatter not your ſelf with that ; 
I owe you my Hatred, and all my Reſentment, af- 
ter that cruel manner you have decery'd me. Ab, 
Madam! cried he, in a tender and afflicted 
Air 3 ſeeing you are to bate me, then let me die. 
No, I replied, interrupting him; I /! have 
you live; and I permit you r0 expound, in your 0wn 
Favour , that Order I give you ſo todo, But if 
you have Strength enough , relate ſincerely to me, 
what engag d you to come bither, and how your 
Cencerns are with the Dutcheſs de Sanſerre. He 
preſently gave me an account, Madam, of 
choſe particulars that I have related to you, on 
the fercing away of Madam the Dutcheſs de 
Sanſerre, Madam de Ligni,and the Letter-Caſe. 
While we were thus diſcourſing , I had ſent 
Leance to her Mother; and they refolv'd toge- 
ther, That that very Night they would take a 
Sloop to come to the Door of the Pavillion or 
Park, and that the Count ſhould be put into it; 
that he ſhould be carried ro her Houſe, where 
he ſhould be uſed as I could with. Leance came 
to give me an account of what ſhe had done 
I lik'd ic well. The Bulineſs was ſecretly 

Ca- 
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carried; and I faw the Count go with ſuch an 
emotion and trouble, as I conceal'd from him 
as much as I could, and which I would have 
hid from my ſelf. 

The Knight's Proceedings, join'd to the 
Count's Abſence, did caſt me into ſuch a Me- 
lancholy, that. to prevent receiving Viſits, 1 
feign'd my ſelf ſick. Mean time, I got my 
felt inform'd of what the Knight had done, go- 
ing out of the Park 3 and Ilearn'd that he had 
preſently got on Horſe-back: I judg'd by the 
iaddenneſs of his departure, that he heard no- 
thing but what his Choler prompted himto,and 
that I ſhould make but vain Efforts in order to 
my Juſtification. 

So many Vexations and Troubles did not 
only alter the Tranquillity of my Mind,but my 
Health was concern'd alfo: I kad a dangerous 
Fever, which extreamly encreas'd at what the 
Count de Fieſque writ zo me ,- at his return to 
Parzs. He wric me word, That he was too 
much in my Intereſts, to conceal from me a 
piece of News which all France knew alrcady : 
In ſhore, That the Chevalier de Chaſtilion had 
receivd very pleaſingly the Advances made 
him by the Dutcheſs of Cleveland ; that this 
Stranger did ftill preſerve very engaging 
Charms 3 and that, as it was uſual when any 
one entred into League with her, ſhe led Per- 
ſons very fair. The King of England's, ex- 
ample, who lov'd her a long time notwith- 
ftanding a thouſand Pranks of Falſhood ſhe 
has play'd him, did ſufficiently inform me of 
what I was co believe concerning that point : 


And 
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And though ſhe no longer has that charming 
Youth, that pleaſ:s and engages ſo ſtrongly, 
ſhe pays and treats ſo well her Lovers, that I 
eaſily gave Faith unto that cruel News, My 
Fever encreas'd upon it, and I found my ſelf 
in a Condition to end ſoon all my Troubles 
with my Lite. | 
Monſieur de mg being return'd from 
the Army, was inform'd at Pars of my extream * 
Ninefs : His Love did ſmother, for ſome time,the. 
Reſentments of his Jealouſie. He came to me, 
omitted nothing that could contribute to my Re- 
covery : And whenT was a little better,he made 
me go for Pars. I came there without any Joy. 
*'My Friends exprefs'da great one at my return, 
and I aloneremain'd inſenſible at it. The poor 
Princeſs de Monaco, who was lately dead, was a 
fair Pretence to give a full ſcope to my Grief. Be- 
ſides our nearnels in Blood, we had very ſtrong 
Ties together 3 and I look'd on that lols, as one 
of the greateſt real Aﬀiitions that could have 
happen'd tome. I having her no longer to in- 
torm me how the Knight de Chaſtillion's Senti- 
ments were, | caſt my Eyes on the Marchio- 
neſs de Verville, who was his intimate Friend as 
well as mine. She is one of the lovelieſt Wo- 
men in the World: She came to viſit me wich 


a world of Tenderneſs, and ſhe gueſs'd that my- +” 


Melancholy had more prefling- Cauſes, that 
thoſe of the Death of the Princeſs 'as $$ 
Naco. "TT 
She had learn'd by the Knight what had 
happen'd at £werdanicl, for he could not for- 
bear ſpeaking to her of it; andin my turn, 1 
dil- 
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wacky it with her alſo, to conjure her to in- 
orm him of my Innocence. He « terribly eſt, 
faid ſhe; and 7 muſt be confeſs'd, That hy nas 
Adventure are no longer met with,but in Romances : 
And am I the leſs miſerable and the more guilty for 
# ? I cried out. No, faid ſhe; but in truth it in 
no ways aids to convince him of your Innocence. 
Mean time, Ipromiſe you to ſee the Knight, and to 
et forth all the Sentiments of Goodneſs which you 
have for him. 

The Count de Fieſque came, as the Marchio- 
neſs was going out. He would make uſe of the 
moment in which he found me alone, and ſo 
languiſhing, that he has ſince cold me his Ten- 
derneis increasd upon it. He fell on his 
Knees by my Bed-ſide, and ſaid to me. all 
that the moſt preſſing Paſſion could inſpire. 
I hew'd himar fhrit more of a fretring Humour 
than I really had ; and my Inclination giving 
a willing Ear to the politick Motives, I thoughe 
that in ſucha Buſine(sas had hapned betwixt us, 
there was requir*d a very great circumſpection : 
That if I did forbid him ſeeing me, I might 
draw vpon my felf very dangerous Effects 
from his Syite; and art laſt 1 refolv'd to 
keep him tor the fake of my Reputation , 
and I believe ſomethinz on his own account 
alſo. 

Thotigh my Mind did ſtill continue afili- 
Red, my Hzalth recover'd ; and Monlieur ae. 
Ouerdanicl, wit no longer ſaw the Knight 
Cbaſti/lion appear, did ſeem ſomething lefs di- 
ſturb'd. My Friends found that, L was 1n a 


better Diſpolitiva chan 1-us'd ro be : Bur how 
de- 
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deceiv'd were they! And as to me, how much 
are the Troubles of the Heart leſs to be endu- 
red than thoſe ofthe Body ! One Day amongſt 
the reſt, that I went to ſee the Marchioneſs 
de Verville, ſhe told me, That the Knight had 
receiv'd all that ſhe had related to him in my 
behalf, on the Adventure of the Park, as a 
very fair Chimera, to which I had applied 
what Colours I had pleas'd : And ſhe added fo 
many difobliging Particularities on his Senti- 
ments, that at laſt I interrupted her, and ſaid, 
with much Anger and Spite , Well, Madam, 
he ſhall never more hear of this Chimera ; be ſeeks 
to break off, and Tlitgrent him hs deſire. Aſſure 
him of ut, 1 do cone. you: He has already taken 
back bz Heart, and: draw back mine alſo for 
ever : I may well do it, ſince the Traitor bas diſ- 
pos'd of all bus Tenderneſs in favour of the Dutcheſs 
of Cleveland. So far I had gone, when Ifaw 
him come in, and I then hearkning but to 
my Reſentment only, 1 look'd on him with a 
great contempt, and inſtantly went out with- 
vut ſpeaking , either to the Marchioneſs , or 
to him. I got into my Coach with an un- 
conceivable trouble; I thought the Knighe 
had feem'd to follow me (which was true), 
but Madam de Vervi/le retaind him, fearing it 
was to reproach me, bf 

Mean time, my preſence had not acted a 
little upon his Heare. He deftired the Marchi- 
oneſs to procure ſome means that' he mighe 
ſ{-e me, to aſſure me, That he had nor a 
plicd himſclt to che Dutcheſs of Cleveland, but 
through an cfied& of his Deſpair ; and that if 
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I took ſome Cares to re-call him, he ſhould 
ſoon return. 

When I was return'd home , there I found 
the Marchioneſs de Rewbure, who was ſtaying 
for me; and in ſpite of all my Vexation, I 
was forc'd to ſo much Complaiſancy, as to go 
eo the Play with her. We were ſeated in one 
of the Boxes which anſwer on the Stage : There 
was the Duke de Leſdiguaires > he came and 
ſpoke to us; and the Count de Tomnerre, who 
had not yet loſt the Idea of my Picture, told 
him, after he had conſider'd me ſome time, 
I am not miſtaken, Sir , this Lady s the ſame 
whoſe Pitture the Knight Chadtillion bas got. But 
happen what will, I fiud verygreat Diſpoſitions in 
2ne to become his Rival. Hawvs you forgot, laid the 
Duke, that you would be the Count de Fieſque's 
alſo? And would you ſerve Him ſo ill a trick ? 
The Count de Tonnerre remain'd ſilent, muſing 
with himſelf. 

Young Furſftemberg (who of late had mar- 
ried Madam de Lign:) came in that very in- 
{tant ; his Preſence made the Count ds Ton: 
zerre's Ill-humour: He did ſuch things to 
him, and ſo put upon him, as had like to 
have prov'd of very ill Conſequence at that 
very time 3 but the next day having met one 
another in a ſtop, the Prince's Pages and Lac- 
queys did attack thoſe of the Count. The 
ewo Maſters engag'd in the Quarrel, fought, 
and the Prince remain'd wounded, 
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Ic could not be fore-known how that Com: 
bat would be expounded at Court : The 
Count remain'd conceald. But his Defire of 
knowing me being ſtronger than his Fear, he 
went to ſee the Marchioneſs de Rambure, with 
whom he had ſcen me, and intreated her to 
bring him to me : Nw are idle, {aid ſhe, ſmi- 
ling, to think of making Viſits, new that you have 
ſo great @ Concern upon you. 4b, Madam ! ſaid 
he, I am more wary than you think ;, and I have 
already thought, that I muſt diſguiſe me in Woman's 
Apparel. I muſt confeſs, replied the Marchio- 
nels, laughing out-right, I approve of it. She 
thought that would divert her , and without 
any more reflection, ſhe conſented to it. The 
Count de Tonnerre has a clear Complexion, of 
low Stature, and caſie, flaxen Hair; and 
though he might not pals for a beautiful Maid, 
he is taking enough to cauſe Miſtakes. The 
Marchioneſs was highly pleas'd in drefling of 
him, and reſoly'd to deceive me as much as ſhe 
could, | , 

She uſually came into my Chamber without 
notice given z we were intimate Friends, and 
I had with her the ſame liberty. But that 
time I was very much putto it by her ſurprize; 
and this was the Reaſon: 

Monſicur de Pomenar was a Friend of long 
ſtanding to a Perſon of Quality, named the 
Count de Creance : "This Count had but one 
only Daughter,rich,beautiiul,and young ; M. de 
Pomenar, who has as much Wit as any Man 
inthe World, could not withſtand the Charms 
of that loycly Perſon: He became defpe- 
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rately in love with her, and he had the good 
Fortune to, ple1ſe her 3 but his Eſtate being fo 
ſmall, as to deſpair to gain the Tount de Cre- 
ance's Conſent,in the obtaining of his Daughter, 
to diſpatch the Bulineſs, be refolv'd to get her 
by force: He did it, married her, and liv'd 
with her in a Caſtle ſtrongly fortified , where 
he had retired himſelf, to avoid the Effects of 
Monſieur de Creance's juſt Reſentments. Ma- 
dam de Pomenar did foon return from that 
great Fancy ſhe had for her Husband. She 
tound herſelf a Priſoner at that time ſhe thought 
to enjoy her full Liberty. She acknowledged 
the Fault ſhe had committed, in giving herlelf 
to a Man whoſe Fortune was much inferiour 
to her's. She fell into a Chagrin, which in- 
creasd extreamly upon .her Husband's Jex 
loufie. | 

The Marquils ds Q:au4quin, who was related 
to this Lady, young, brave, and rich, was his 
Neigibour alfo : He did frequently vifit her; 
he tell in love With her, and was belov'd again; 
bur chey were fo obſerve very exact eG 
beciafe their Qverſcer was a dexterous Man, 
and one that unde:{tond all the Tricks of the 
nicelt Gallantry. the Obſtacles they met with, 
did encreals their Aﬀections, inſfomuch that 
the Marquils d- Quauquin being-oblig'd to go to 
Courr, he would not depart without having 
onain'd Madam de Pomenar's Word, That ſhe 
would uſe ail means imaginable to come to 
Pars, iheting was proper enough to tempt 
ot it feli, bur eiecially a young and beauripul 
Country Lauy . who was prefs'd to it by a 
Lover 
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Lover whom ſhe thought amiable. To com- 
paſs her Deſign, ſhe did counterfeit Manſieur 
the Knight de Pomenar's Writing, who Cem- 
mands one of the King's Veſlels; he did write 
to his Brother that he had made a conliderable 
Prize 3 and that it he would come to Rechel, 
they ſhould ſhare it together. Though there 
was no great probability in all that , Pomenar 
{wallow'd the Gudgeon; he went the next 
Morning, not telling his Wite where he was 
going : But ſhe knowing it better than any 
one, though ſhe made no figns of it, ſo foon 
as he had got into the way to Roche), ſhe ſent 
to fetch a Gentleman, whom the Marquiſs had 
defign'd expreſly to afliſt her in whatſoever ſhe 
ſhould undertake, and to furniſh her with 
whatſoever ſhe wanted. She put herfelf in 
Man's Apparel, and came in a Poſt-Calalh co 
Pars. She did not doubt but that her Hus- 
band, not finding the Knight his Brother at 
Rochel, would entertain Suſpicions againſt 
her, would immediately return , and follow 
her with all the diligence imaginable, not lo- 
ſing one moment. 

It happen'd juſt as ſhe had' tmagin'd 3 for 
Pomenar diftruſted the Trick his Wife had 
newly play'd him, and he omitted nothing to 
over-take her: But ſhe had ſo luckily taken her 
time, that ſhe got thither before him. The 
Marquiſs de 9uauquin reccivd a very haſty 
Advice of it; he went to meet her, beiore he 
had got a Retreat ready for her ; and when 
they were got together, and had thonghe 
where he thould convey her, never were 
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People more confounded : At laſt, they caſt 
their Eyes on my Houſe. I was a Friend to 
both, and their Neighbour in Provence. Mon- 
ficur de Pcmenar did fee me but rarely ; and 
though I had a very ſtri&t Tie with the Mar- 
chioneſs de 2uauquin , they were confident I 
would not betray their Secret : So that without 
any more to do, Monſieur de Quauquin came 
and alighted at my Houſe, with Madam 4e 
Pomener , 1o beautiful and well-made under 
Man's Apparel, that I never did ſee any thing 
more amiable. She told me, (ſo foon as ſhe 
had the Conveniency) That ſhe would be in- 
debred to me for her Quiet; That ſhe was 
perſuaded that her Mistortunes would move 
me ſooner than another, becauſe I had more 
ſence; and that I did, as well as ſhe, expert 
ence the croſs Humours of an Husband : That 
her's of late did drive her Patience to an Ex- 
rremity ; that ſhz conjur'd me to prote her, 
ind to ke2p her at my Houle, *ill ſhe had taken 
{one meaſurcs' to get into a Convent. I at- 
turd her, with embracing her , That ſhe was 
not miltaken- in reckoning on my Pity, and 
tie Pelire 1 had to fzrve her ; and that I would 
iwecten the fad Condition of hec Fortune, 
with all that was in my Power, She and che 
Marguits de Svauquin Were returning me 
Thanks, when the Marchioneſs de Rambure, 
an. the Count de Tonnerre, dreſs'd in Woman's 
Appel, came in. She preſented him to me 
under the notion of one of her Kinſwomen 
newly come to Pares. The Marquiſs de Quau- 
qu;z did immediately go out; and Madam 
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de Pomenar fearing to be known, kept up the 
Character of a Chevalier, with ſo natural an 
Air, that the moſt apprehenſive had been de- 
geiv'd. For my part I-was in ſuch a fear 
that ſhe ſhould be known, that I made no Re- 
fleions on the Count de Tennerre, that might 
inform me of what paſs'd on that fide; and he 
was certainly alſo perfealy diſguis'd. 

The Marchioneſs de Rambure does much 
ſooner than any other, apprehend that which is 
lovely ; and ſke remain'd fo ſurpriz'd at Ma- 
dam de Pomenar's Beauty, that ſhe thought ſhe 
had never ſeen any thing more accompliſh'd. 
She reſolv*d to gain the Conqueſt of ſo char- 
ming a Man; and to get more liberty of en- 
tertaining him, ſhe propos'd to me to walk in 
the Garden. At firſt we were all together ; bur 
Madam de Rambure going a little faſter, got 
into a Summer-Houſe, with the feign'd Che- 
valier. I remain'd near the brim of a Foun- 
tain, where the Count de Teonnerre had dexte- 
rouſly detain'd me, I not inthe leaſt diſtruſting 
any thing of his diſguiſe. Madam de Rambure 
finding herſelf alone, with a Perſon for whom 
ſhe already felt fo much Paflion, began to 
queſtion him , to learn whether he had as 
much of Wit as he,had of Charms. She tound 
he had rather more, and that on the account 
of Gallantry he was no Novice; for you mult 
know that Madam 4e Pournenar, tO whom this 
Adventure had ſeem'd very delightful, was 
extreamly pleas'd with it. Poor Rambure was 
for a long time the Cully; but at laſt (yetL 
never did attempt to learn what Particulars® 
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Ppaſs'd betwixt them) whether Madam de Po- 
mener diſcover'd herlielf, or by any other Ac- 
cident, ſhe found the Errour ſhe was in; and 
rook notice of it with the more anger, becaulg 
that believing I had contributed ta it, ſhe did 
not find herſelf ſufficiently reveng'd with 
what ſhe had put upon me, by leaving me with 
the Count de Tonnerre in Woman's Appa- 
re]. 

She ſuddenly left Madam de Pomenar , and 
came to the Fountain, where I was. She per- 
cciv'd that her ſuppos'd Kinſwoman and I did 
embrace one another with all our Hearts, and 
that we had already contracted a great Friend- 
ſhip together : Counteſs,faid ſhe,] have fometbing 
fo ſay to you, with my Couſins leave, I preſently 
g0t up to join her; and the Count de Tornerre 
fhnding himſelf alone, went into the Summer- 
Houſe, where Madam de Pomenar was repai- 
ring the Diſorders that Madam de Rambure had 
put her in. "This had been a very diverting 
Scenc, to have ſeen Monſieur de Tonnerre in 
Woman's Drefs, and Madam. de Pomenar in 
Man's Apparel, diſcourſing together,not know- 
ing on2 another : But that could not laſt long 
the falſe Knight ſpoke ſuch fine things to the 
falie Lady, who hearken'd to them very ireely, 
that Madam de Pomcner did fear to be embark'd 
11 a Bulineſs, worſe than that which ſhe new- 
ly had with Madam de Rambure, out of which 
the ſhould get with as little Advantage. Bur 
the falſe L ay, chat was mov'd with a Spiric 
of Sympatiny, which ſhe did not vwell under- 
ftand her ſelf, made at laſt ſo many Advances, 
that 
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that Madam de Pomenar, ſurpriz'd that ther© 
could be found another Perſon ſtill as bold as 
Madam de Rambure had becn , look'd on this 
laſt with greacer attention, and in that very 
moment the Moon did afford them as much 
Light as did ſerve to diſcover both their Dit- 
guiſes. The Count Je Tonnerre remain'd 
charnr'd at the young Pomenar's Beauty and 
natural Graces. He became infinitely in love 
with her, and he had met in her Heart with 
a favourable return, had not the Marquiſs 
de Quauquin already wholly polleſs'd it. 

Mean time, the Marchioneſs de Rambure 
had highly reproach'd me, for having not given 
her notice that ſhe was in the company of a 
Woman: Theſe are of thoſe kind of Tricks, ſaid 
ſhe, that are never forgiven, and which I ſhall ne- 
ver pardon you neither. You would be very un- 
juſt, faidI to her, to render me reſponſible of an 
Adventure, in which my Intention bad not the leaſt 
ſhare ; and to convince you of it , on condition to 
keep the Secret, I'll inform you of all. She did 
promiſe it, and I gave her an account of all I 
knew, concerning Madam de Pomenar's Ad- 
ventures; who having no longer occaſion of 
diſguiſe, in reference to the Marchionels, and 
the Count de Tonnerre not defirous to go away 
wichout I knew him, they ſhifted Cloths ; that 
is, the Count took Madam de Pomenar's Coat 
and Hat, and ſhe put on the Count's Mantcau 
and Cornets, 
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They came to meer us dying with laugh- 
ter. I reſted fſurpriz'd at a Metamorpholie, 
which appear'd of fo good intelligence. And 
after we had all made Refle&tions on this 
Adventure, we found it ſo pleaſant, we ſpoke 
of it ſo loud, and laugh'd at it fo heartily, that 
our Women, who were at the lower Win: 
dows, heard us, and did look on us with at- 
tention. 

I had a Gentlewoman near me, who was 
extrcamly whimſical , and malicious withal; 
inz was always diſpos'd to make falſe Reports 
to my Hasband, and he yet more ready to 
hearken to them. She apprehended that Ma- 
Cam de Pomerzar was a Man 3 thatT lov'd him ; 
that] had contided the Secret to Madam 4: 
Rambure,a1id that by her Advicel had got him 
drets'd in Woman's Apparel: That we had 
taken the Marchionels's K inſwoman's Cloths; 
and that the Deſign was to keep that Gentle- 
man with me, unknown , making him paſs tor 
a _V/ oman. 

This wicked Creature remain'd poſlefs'd 
with a Chimera 1o diſtant from common 
ienc2; and the waited for my return with im- 
patiency, to have the Credit of being the firſt 
that ſhould impart it to him. He had been 
fome time at St. Germain ; and becauſe I could 
dilpole of my Bed , I gave half of it to Mx- 
dam d: Pomenar, who no longer quitted the 
Hahit of a Woman : Burt though ſhe was ſo 
beautiiul, that unleſs being mad , no-body 
could take her tor a Man. However, that ex- 
ravapant Woman thats feivd me; was 1a 
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prepoſſeſs'd on that point, that ſhe could not, 
or rather would not, be undeceiv'd ; and 1 
believe that my Misfortune did much counrri- 
bute towards it. 

The Count de Tennerre having not yet made 
up his Buſineſs with the Prince of Furftemberg, 
came every night to my Houfe in Woman's 
Dreſs. He found that kind of Diſguiſe the moſt 
commodious in the World. lr ferv'd him to 
uſe the greater familiarity with Madam de 
Pomenar , and though ſhe lov'd him not, ſhe 
receivd him ſo, as to let him enjoy all theDe- 
lights of Hope, which are often the moſt ten- 
tible in Love. 

Though the Knight Chaftilion dil ſee me 
no more, and that I had already told the Mar- 
chioneſs de YVerville, that I would never hear 
ſpeak of him more, that Refuſal had ferv'd 
but to make him the more earneſt. And he 
addrefs'd himlelf to Leance, becauſe he knew 
chatT loy'd her, to engage her to ſerve him 
near me. He made her a conliderable Pre- 
ſent, and joining to that the remembrance of 
what he had done for her in other occaftions, 
he brought her in a Condition to refuſe him 
nothing. I ſhall attempt all that you pleaſe, aid 
that faithleſs Girl, but I jaſtly fear I ſhall mot 
ſucceed, Thoſe Reatons made him tremble ; 
new Doubts (eiz'd on his Soul ; he preſgd her, 
added toir both Promiſes and Threats; and in 
concluſion ſhe cold him, That ſhe and her 
Companion were Witneſſes, that I lov'd a 
young Gentleman more beauriful than Light ; 
that 1 lov'd him with fo lictle management, 

that 
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that after I had let him appear under his own 
Apparel, I had cantriv'd, by Madam de Ram- 
bure's Advice, to put him in Woman's Cloths 3 
and that under the favour of that Diſguile, 
we pals'd the Days and Nights together. 

Heavens! what News for a Man in love to 
hear, who i endeavouring to forget a ſenſible 
cauſe of Complaint, and who would ſacrifice 
a Miſtreſs, of whoſe Paſſion he receiv'd a 
thouſand Teſtimonies! It is certain , that at 
that inſtant he was ready to run into all Ex- 
tremities : Leance had like to have died with 
tear; ſhe conjur'd him to moderate his Anger, 
and ſhe did not obtain it , but on condition 
that ſhe would furniſh him with means to be 
reveng'd of his Rival. 

Mean time, the Marquiſs de Quauquin had 
found out a Convent for Madam de Pomenar : 
He came to my Houſe to fetch her away, 
whence he carried her immediately to it. She 
went not without returning me all the Thanks 
that a grateful Perſon could be capable of and 
I afſur'd her, on my part, That I fhould not 
ceaſe being her Friend ; and that I would give 
her praofs thereof , whenever it were in my 
power. Monſieur de 2uerdaniel came two 
Hours after ſhe went 3 I was. gone to Madam 
Daubray , who was at the laſt extremity , by 
a lingering Poiſon which had been given her, 
of which at laſt ſhe died, I had little reaſon to 
be ſorry, after ſo many ill Offices which ſhe 
had rendred me. But there are ſome Condtti- 
ons againſt which no Reſentments can be 
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That Maid who had deſign'd my Ruine, 
ſeeing my Husband return'd, and that Madam 
de Pomenar did appear no longer, did the more 
ſtrongly confirm herfelf that it was a Man; 
Thus without making any other ſolid Rafle- 
&tions, ſhe went intp Monſieur 4s Qzerdani:Ps 
Appartment ; and covering her. Malice with a 
falſe Zeal, ſhe related to him all thae ſhe 
thought to know of that Intrigue, as it they 
had been ſo many undiſputable Truths. She 
further cold him, That it he would not add 
Faith to her Narrative, he might inform hims 
ſelf from the Family, of what had paſs'd ; and 
that all the Servants knew as well as (he, that 
this Man had put on Woman's Apparel. Mon- 
fheur de Querdaniel, inrag'd againit me, made 
- bur a fleight Enquiry. 1 believe that he would 
have been vexed not to have found me Guilty ; 
and running in his Head a thoufand means of 
Revenge, he thought chat the beſt way was co 
ieign another Journey to St. Germain , becauſe 
that finding my ſelf again at liberty, I ſhould 
not fail tocall to me chat happy Lovef; and 
that when we ſhould be together!, he would 
have the Satisfaction of facrificing two 
Vidiims to his juſt Reſerrments. Atcer he 
had privately applauded himſelf tor this 
excellent Contrivance in ſo ſhort a time, 
he lett a Note for me, ihe moſt tender that 
ever he had writ ; by which he let me know 
he had receiv'd an O:der to go back to St.Ger- 
ain ; that he could not return in four 
Days ; and thatif I would do him a little Ju- 
ſtice, I ſhould bs perſuaded that that time 
would 
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would ſeem to him one of the moſt tedious of 
all his Life. 

This excellent Contrivance being thus con- 
cluded, he eharg'd his Confident with it; in- 
ſtoneted her in all things. Shs promisd him 
to:1ac perfedtly her part, He feign'd after 
thar to get into the Coach, but preſently went 
and lock'd himſelf up,in an Appartment which 
at that time was not in uſe, where no-body 
had ſeen him go in, bur that Perſon who 
had lately rendred me ſuch charitable Offi 
Ces. | 
' The Knight de Chaſtilion , jealous and de- 
ſperate to find a new Rival in my Heart, did 
preſs Leance to introduce him in my Houle, 
char he might himſelf be Wicneſs of my Infide- 
lity. She conſented to it; and knowing that 
my Husband was return'd to St. Germain, (he 
reſolv'd to bring that very Night the Knight 
into her Chamber, becauſe from thence he 
could ſee all that was done in mine. 

Things being thus diſpos'd, I came home: 
I was fold that my Husband had ftay'd but a 
ſhort eime ; his Biller was given me. I cannot 
tell by what ſecret Reſentments, I ſhiver'd at 
the reading of it, from Head to Foot, and fell 
into fuch a Melancholy, of which I my ſelf 
knew not the cauſe. I laid me down on a 
Couch, at whoſe Head Leance's Chamber did 
anſwer. The Knight Chaftilion was there al- 
ready, animated with all the Sentiments of 
Tendernels, of Jealoutie, and of Revenge, that 
2 very amorous Man, betray'd and hated, could 
be capable of, 
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My Husband, on his part, came from that 
Appartment where he had conceal'd himſelf: 
He got up by a private Scair that anſwer'd to 
my- Cloſet ; and the Door of that Cloſet being 
plas'd, he could cafily perceive me without be- 
ing ſeen. 

Thus were all things diſposd , when the 
Count de Tonnerre, who 'was come to ſeek af- 
ter Madam de Pomenar,whole departure he was 
ignorant of, came in, in Woman's Apparel, 
according to his curſed Cuſtom : It hs bigh 
time, I told him, to quit that Garment , though 
it has been of good uſe to you hitherto; but after all, 
Count, 1 think that it ſhculd be wery troubleſome. 
No, Madam, aid he, kneeling at the ſide of 
the Canopy under which lay ; 0, it ſhall never 
" tire me, ſeeing it bas procur'd me the [atufattion of 

ſeeing you. Ending of theſe Words, which con- 
firm'd Monſieur de Querdaniel in all that had 
been told him concerning my Lover drefsd 
like a Woman, he felt his Rage ſcrew'd up to 
its higheſt pitch ; and giving a Blow with his 
Foot to the Cloſer-door, he flung it down : 
He could not do all this wichout a' great noiſe. 
'The Count, who carried Pocket-Piſtols ſince 
his Quarrel with the Prince de Furſftembers, 
had them ready in hand : when my Husband 
came to him, he remain'd ſurpris'd to find a 
Man fo ready to receive him, and fo little con- 
cern'd at an Adventure in which many others 
had loſt their Reaſon. He then repented him- 
ſelf for not having made better proviſion, and 
arm'd kimfſclt with Armour of Proof ; but he 
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was got too far to retreat. They ſhot at one a- 
nother, and were both ſlightly wounded. 
The Knight Chaſtillion, for his part, was in 
a ſtrange ſurprize, to ſee Monſieur de Querda- 
ziel in a Concern which he defign'd to have 
manag'd of himſelf ; and he was Itrangely un- 
refolv'd what Party to take;lometimes he would 
be my Husband's Second, to have fatisfa&tion 
from his Rival; a moment after, he would 
ſerve me againſt my Husband, and he would 
gladly have been againſt all chree to revenge 
himſclf: Burt at laſt his Love carried it; he 
came out of Leance's Chamber, and it was but 
to ſecure me from Monſieur de Querdaniel's 
Fury. For my part I was motionleſs, and 
remain'd ſo for ſome time, *cill that the Knight 
coming with a Piltol in his Hand , his Pre- 
ſence drew me out of that Lethargy. Mon- 
fieur de Querdaniel was ſtrangely 1urpriz'd to 
fee him : he'is les brave than paſſionate; and 
believing that the Count de- Tormerre and the 
K night were both of one fide againſt him, he 
fear'd that he ſhould not be the ſtrongeſt. In 
that lictle interval, that they were all three 
aiming at one another, Go out, {aid the Knighe 
to me; go out, Madam. 1 did-riſe; and' run- 
ning into the Hall, I found all my People, that 
were come up at the noile of the Piſtol ſhot 
aiready given ; I alſo found Monſieur de Quau- 
guin, and Montieur de Sancour , Who were Co- 
ming in: 4h! ſaid I to them, with a Voice 
that expreſs'd my Fears, run to my Chamber 
where Throats are cutting. They came in, and 
remain'd inthe greatelt Surprizal _— at 
what 
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what paſs'd there. They interpos'd betwixt 
the fighting Men ; parted them ; and while 
they were there, I went down,” not knowing 
where I was going, or what I look'd for. At 
that very moment the .Count de . Fie/que was 
coming in. He was very much troubled at the 
Condition I was in: Let ws go ro Madamde 
Rambure, ſaid I, I cannot ftay one moment bete. 
He preſented me his Hand , I got into his 
Coach; and it was to no purpoſe that he que- 
{tion'd me all the way, for 1 was as one dead 
with Fright and Fear. 

Ah, Madam ! ſaid I to the Marchieneſfs, co- 
ming into her Chamber, melting in Tears, 
you are the cauſe, thcugh innocent, of the greateſt 
Evil that could hazve happen'd to me. The Count 
de Tonnerre's Diſguiſe will coſt me all my Quiet, 
and it may be my Honcur alſo, | then cold her 
and the Count de Fie/que what had newly hap- 
pen'd. They both appear'd very much con- 
cern'd at it, but with different Thoughts; for 
the Marchioneſs had ſome forrow to have con- 
tributed to this Adventure —_— her Impru- 
dence; and moreover , becaule ſhe was my 
intimate Friend... And the Count was mad, 
that Tonnerre was receiv'd at my Houſe in a 
Woman's Habit 3 he thought that I did not de- 
clare, on that account, all that I could fay : 
He remembred that at the Thuilleries, Tonnerre 
had appear'd to be mov'd with Paflion at the 
bare ſight of my Picture : That the Duke 4 
Leſdeguaires had told him in what a Paftion Tep- 
nerre Was, to ſpeak to me when I was at the 
Play: And finally he concluded , That hz 
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found a dangerous Enemy in him. While he 
was making all-cheſe Refletions, the Marchi- 
oneſs was comforting me with Aſſurances moſt 
politive, That ſhe would perſuade and con- 
vince Monſieur de Querdaniel of my Innocence. 
She apprehended that to do this, there needed 
but to tell him plainly all that concern'd 
Madam de Pomenar and to loſe no time, ſhe 
took with her the Major of the Guards, and 
they went together to my Husband. The 
Knight Chaſt;lion, and the Count de Tonnerre 
were gone. Monſieur de Querdaniel was got 
to bed to be drelſs'd of his Wound ; and in no 
ways would he be brought to hear my Juſtifica- 
tion. He ſtubbornly maintain'd, That I had 
caus'd Tonnerre to come diſguis'd like a Woman, 
and that che Knight was of the Plot, though he 
was one of my Lovers. In concluſion,he made 
ſuch Reaſonings, and ſo contrary to common 
Sence, as would have -produc'd Laughter, if 
the ſhare I had in it, h2d not inſpu'd Compaſ: 
ſion in the Beholders. 

While the Marchioneſs Je Rambure buſied 
herſelf to make my Husband perceive his Er- 
rour, the Count de Fieſque , who had ſtay'd 
with me, did endeavour to find out my Sen- 
timents for Tomnerre ; but I, not being able co 
hear his Name mention'd any longer , ſpake 
not of him. I cried aloud, He may be the cauſe, 
perhaps, that the Kmght Chaſtillion « no mere. 
That firſt Paffion, which I could not maſter, 
did inſpire a very forrowful one to the Count : 
Ab, Madam! cried he, what a ſtore of Bounty 
bave jou for my Rival! and what Indifferency bave 
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you for me ! He was about continuing his Com 
plaints, when he was prevented by the coming 
in of the Knight Chaſtillicn. He came in with 
ſuch a furious Air, that he appear'd terrible, 
and not like kimſelf: Do not think, Madam, 
ſaid he, that in taking your part, 1 bad any «ther 
Motives, but ſuch as proceeded from a real Gene- 
rofity > for if I had done you Tuſtice, I had fided 
with your Husband, You deſerve thoſe his Severt- 
ties, and the Contempt of all Mankind. You faith- 
leſs Woman ! you have not been contented to uſe me 
once, in the moſt cruel manner imaginable, but you 
muſt preferr to me a young Boy alſo, as s Ton: 
nerre 3- and you are ſo prepoſſeſs'd with him, that 
you receive him under the Habit of a Maid, rather 
than fail. IT will never have to do with you more ; 
and to convince you thereof, here are your Letters, 
your Pifture , and all things elſe that cculd bring 
you again into my Mind. Ending of theſe Words, 
he flung on the-Bed a Pacquet of Papers, and 
went out. The Count de Fie/que would have 
interrupted him twenty times, and I had ſen 
him clap his Hand to his Sword, in ſuch a 
manner as might perſuade me he did not hear 
what the Knight ſaid without great impatien- 
cy. He haſten'dto follow him, wich deſign to 
revenge me of all the Wrongs he had newly 
done me ; but I employ'd all my Strength, and 
my Tears alſo, to ſtay him. here do you run? 
laid I tohim: Have you @ mind to contribute to 
my Ruine ? Inthe Name of all you love, make not 
a ſecend noiſe. Hew , Madam ! replied he 3 
wonld you be thus inſulted on befcre my Face? Can 
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I love you, and bear it? Yes you muſt, an{wer'd I, 
if I am dear to you: I conjure youto it ;, return and : 
make god uſe of the eternal Hatred that I am in- 
ſpir'd - with againſl that Traytor. Receive my 
Pitlure, added I ; theugh [l:ghted by another, it x 
nct the unworthier of you, if it be true that your 
Heart is ſenſible. Yes, Madam, it # moſt ſincere- 
ly ſenfſ.ble , ſaid hez and I receive the Favour 
wu do me at ths preſent , with all the acknow- 
ledgment and ſenſibility that it merits. 

The Knight Chaſtilion was gone down, in 
the firſt motion of his Anger. There ſuc- 
zeded another moſt violent, of Jealouſie, a-, 
gainſt Monſieur de Fieſque, though he had 
never known that it was he with whom he 
had fought at ®©uerdaniel. He return'd pre- 
{ently ; and coming ſoftly to the Door, he 
heard what I was ſaying, and perceiv'd me 
tying my Picture to his Arm. He was on 
the point of cntring to act, doubtleſs, ſome 
new Extravagancy , but was prevented by 
the coming of Madam de Rambure, and the 
Major ; ſo judging that he ſhould not ac- 
compliſh his Detign, he ſuddenly retur- 
ned, 

The Marchioneſs did preſently inform me 
of the ill ſucceſs of her Negotiation : She 
cold ine with a gicart deal of tenderneſs, 
That ſhz was very deſolate for not having 
ſuccezded: That Monſieur de @ucrdamel 
would by no means have me to be inno- 
cent: That he had retus'd to fee Madam de 
Pom;cnar 3 and that it could not be rs rs 
Jil 
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but that, conſidering his Injuſtice towards 
me, he had his Heart ulcerated by ſeme 
other cauſe: That the Count de Tornerre 
had wounded him, and that therefore they 
had been oblig'd to leave him, ſooner than 
elſe they would have done, to his reſt. 

While ſhe was thus ſpeaking, I melted 
into Tears,and nothing could equal my Griet 
not on the account of my Husband's Ob- 
ſtinacy (for the ill Treatments I had re- 
ceivd from him, were very proper to com- 
fort me againſt his Hatred), but on the Re- 
fletions that every body might have on my 
Conduct. In fine, to ſuch prefling Evils, I 
thought that nothing but Courage could be 
an aſlur'd Succour 3 and I cndeavour'd co arm 
my ſelf wich fo much, as not to fall under the 
weight of my Mistortunes. 

The next Gay , aud thoſe following, my 
Friends and my Relations came to ſee me. 
There was another Attempt made , but ulſc- 
leſs, to poſſeis Monſieur de Querdaniel of the 
Truth of this Buſineſs. He proteſted, that 
the very Angels ſhould not ſucceed in it : 
And every one did repreſent co me, Thar 
if I ſhould return during thoſe violent Dit- 
poſitions he had againſt me, he might perhaps 
leek after a ſecret Revenge, as divers Perſons 
have done, fince the uſe of Poiſons has of late 
been practiſed with fo much facility. 

The Knight de Chaſtillion leaving me , ran 
to the Marchionefs de Verville, and into:m'd 
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did ſtill ſincerely love him; ſhe knew the 
abode of Madam de Pomenar at my Houle, 
and how that Tonnerre had come thither but 
on her account. So ſhe inform'd him of the 
Truth 'of all things, and at laſt ſaid, Tou ſeek 
aſter means to torment your ſelf , and I foreſee 
that at laſt you will tire out the Counteſs: I can 
engage that ſhe never had for Tonnerre any par-. 
ticular Sentiments ; believe me, you ſtill are dear 
unto ber. 

The Knight, who hearken'd to her, but 
with a world of impaticncy, interrupted her 
there : Would you not perſuade me alſo, laid he, 
that ſhe has given her Pifture to Fielque , out 
of her ſingular Tenderneſs fer me? If you are very 
{ure it # (@ continu'd Madam de Verville, and 
that yoa will promiſe to hear me without fretting, 
I will fill make good, That that is an undeniable 
Truth of it ; for the ſorrow you have put her in, has 
engap d her to ſeek after that Revenge againſt you, 
and ceuld ſhe do leſs at the ſame moment that you 
were running her down with Reproaches and Con- 
tempt ? Ar laſt, the Knight, who was in a 
Deſpair at what he had done, and who 
wiſh'd for no better than to find me inno- 
cent, as to his Concerns, believing himſelf 
throughly inform'd thereof, did intreat the 
Marchioneſs to deliver me a Billet from him. 
She was willing to do it. The next day ſhe 
came to {ee me, and found me fo melancho- 


lick and alterd , that the did hardly know 
me. 
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Je is certain, that no-body could have a 
more ſenſible Sorrow than was mine; and 
that without dying wich Grief, I could not 
make Reflections on all the Misfortunes of 
my Lite, on my Husband's Tranſports , on 
the Knight Cr continual Suſpicions, 
and on the preſent Condition I was in. Ma-+ 
dam de Verville did confolate me as well as 
ſhe could : She would oblige me to receive 
the Knight's Letterz but I refusd it , with 
much more of firmneſs than I could expect 
from thoſe continual Weakneſfles, in which I 
had always found my felf for him. I told 
her it would be too great a ſhame for me, to 
forgive a Man that had ſo unworthily trea- 
ted mez3 and that I had.lov'd with ſuch a 
true tenderneſs, that I could not but bluſh, 
when I refleted on the Patience I had had; 
to hear my ſelf loaded with Reproaches, and 
above all, in the preſence of Monſieur de 
Fieſque : "That it was to be fear'd, that too 
great a Mildneſs, might degenerate into a 
Meannefſs, which mighe draw 1corn upon me : 
That I knew of his Commerce with cha 
Dutcheſs of Cleveland ; that there was no 0- 
ther Difcourſe in the World, but of thoſe Pre- 
ſents which ſhe made him 3 and rhat I did ad- 
viſe him to take Advantage of that good 
Fortune which that new Miſtreis did offer 
him. The Marchioneſs did not expect fo 
ſmart an Anſwer, fo that ſhe remain'd fur- 
prizd at it; and after having made uf of 
all the R:aſons, that ſhe could emyloy to 

F 2 per- 


86 MremO1lmR $ 


perſuade me to keep another Conduct with 
the Knight, finding it was in vain, ſhe re» 
tir'd. 

Ll imagin'd that I had gain'd a great Vidto- 
ry, and I was applauding my fel ſecretly for 
it; but the more I reflected on” it, the more 
1 found that the Knight had {till all the 
power over my Heart: 1 confeſs that I 
was on the point of writing to the Mar- 
chionels to get the Knights Letter. When 
the Count de Fieſque came in, 1 preſently 
flung aſide the Pen I had in my Hand; and 
holding ir forth to him, Ccme, Count, ſaid I, 
come and defend your Rights m my Heart. If 
you bad ſtay'd longer, I had figpn'd your Rival's 
Pardon. ih, Dadam ! ſaid he, taking my 
Hand, and going to kifs.it; Can [ be ſo whap- 
ty, to find tm you ſtill ſome motions of Bounty 'm1 
faweur of a Man who has ſo frequently offended 
you, and who preferrs the Dutcheſs of Cleveland 
k2 you ? 1 am re/nle'd, laid L, Fo ſtafle all the 
Sen:inmts, that would ſpeak in me, jn favour 
of him; and I fhall be wery much oblig d to you 
tn a(t 270 in it. That was a very agreeable 
Commili;on for a Man in love. lie receiv'd 
It with all his Heart, and paſs'd toe reſt of the 
Day near me. 

- Mican time, the Marchioneſs de Verwilie gave 
the Knight an account of thoſe Diſpolitions 
the had iound mein: He appear'd as troubled 
as it he had not given occaiian for my Change ; 
he refolv'd (to be :eyeng'd of me) to fix him- 
{eif, without any reſerve, to the Dutcheſs af 
| Clcver 
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Cleveland, who, on her part, omitted no Ad- 
vances to gain and to preſerve him. 

As for me, I found my felf in fo great a 
Sorrow, when I refleted on the Stories that 
were going to be made of me in the World, 
that Ireſolv'd to get into a Convent: I fanſied 
that Retreat to be very conformable to the 
preſent ſituation of my Mind, to my Age, and 
to the Deſire I had to ſhew, by the reſidue of 
my Conduct, what Injuſtice my Husband did 
do me. 

I entreated Madam de Rambure to manage 
that Aﬀairz and the Buſineſs was fix*d a- 
monegſt us, before I had confulted my Friends 
and Relations upon_it: But when I deſired 
their Approbation, they refus'd it very ſmart- 
ly;' ſaying ,- That it- woyld quſtihe my Hus- 
band's Proceedings : That ſuch methods were 
never-taken , but when Perſons had ſome 
cauſe to accuſe themſelves 3 and that it were 
much better*co keep for ſome time out of 
the way 3 That 1 had ſome Relations in Lan- 
guedoc , | might! take the Pretence of going to 
ſee them ; -and that during my abſence , it 
might be prefam'd, all things that concern'd 
me might have a new face. 

I thought, as well as they, that they were 
in the right. I did*fear the Confinement of a 
Convent; but I fear'd much more to loſe, 
through my abſence, the Heart of Monſieur 
the Count de Fieſque. The poſlefſlion of it 
was pleaſing to me, neither did he omit any 
thing to cauſe him to be beloy'd; and when 
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I conſulted him on that Journey, which fo 
many Perfons adviſed me to, he was ready 
to rua diſtracted; and doubtleſs his Reaſons 
had prevail'd above all thoſe of my Friends, 
had I not learn'd, that Monſieur de Querda- 
niel wiſh'd moſt vehemently. that I would 
put my ſelf in a Convent, and that he very 
much - fear*'d I ſhould take another courſe. 
There needed no more to make me take 
that Journey 3 and- much leſs would have 
ſerv'd turn, in thoſe Reſentments I had a» 
gainſt him. I therefore refolv'd on my de- 
parture 3 I went to take leave of the Queen, 
and preſently every body knew that I quitted 
the Court. 

The knight Chaftillion having heard it, 
writ to me, That he conjur'd me to grant him 
one hour to entertain me in, and to take his 
L.cave of me: That if I retusd- him, there 
was no Extremity to which. he ſhould. not be 
tranſported. I conſulted with, the Count de 
F;eſque what I ſhould do: He diverted me 
from it a long time, but I made him com- 
prehend, Thar I ought as much .as I could to 
avoid giving a Man the higheſt occafions of 
Complaints, Thus did I reſolve to ſpeak to 
him; and I writ to him to meet me the next 
Day in the Evening, in the Garden of the 
Palace Royal; that I ſhould go take leave of 
Madam—— ; and after that, I ſhould ſpeak 
wich him. 

I ſhew'd my Billet to the Count: Are you 
not very unjuſt? ſaid he, with a yery _ 
an 
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and affetionate Air : Tow are on the point of 
going ; I have but ſome few Days more to ſee you, 
and jou ſhare them with my Rival. That # ſuch 
8 (baring, ſaid I to him, in an obliging man- 
ner, as ſhall do you no wrong with me : And ſee 
ing you have my Pifture , you may comfort your 
ſelf with that, in thoſe moments that the Knight as 
to ſpend with me. 

] was on the point of going to the Palace- 
Royal, but I refleted that it would be more 
ſecret for our meeting, to ſend the Knight co 
the Garden of the Simples ; ſo that I writ him 
a ſecond Billet to give him notice of it. A 
remnant of Tenderneſs that I felt ſtill tor him, 
did engage me to come thither early; and that 
no-body ſhould ſee us, I went into the Meuſe, 
where the Palifladoes are very thick; it ter- 
mines in divers places into Cloſets cover'd, 
wherein to reſt ones ſelf. 

I had walk'd there along time already:When 
I heard ſome diſcourſe, I preſently made a 
ſtop, and the firſt ſound that ſtruck my Ear 
was, the Voice of the Count de Fie/que. You 
may eaſily believe, that I had ſome defire to 
draw near that place, to learn more of it. IT 
came foftly near where he was; Heavens! 
was it poſhible that my Eyes were not deceiv'd ! 
I ſaw, Madam, that perfidious Man on his 
Knees, before a little Woman newly come our 
of the Country, which made ſome noiſe in 
the World. He held her Hands in his and 
continuing the Diſcourſe he had begun z No, 
my Dear, laid he, 1 deſerve not thoſe Reproaches 
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yer make me: That Pifture that you have found 
abcut me, us, I mnſt confe(s, that of the Marchio« 
neſs de Querdaniel ; I acknowledge it : But have 
I net given you the Story of it, wery faithfully ? 
Would you bave me to refuſe ſuch a thing? Yes, 
I would have had it, an{wer'd ſhe; I approve 
not of that falſe Complaiſance ; and what Reaſons 
ſoever you alledge, to excuſe your ſelf, T ſhall find 
them all improper, if you ſacrifice not that Picture 
fo me. But , with your Favour, an{wer'd he, 
do but cenſent to ftay till ſhe be gone; after that, 
ou ſhall diſpoſe of it as you pleaſe —— No more, 
' Jaid ſhe interrupting him; you fear ber; I will 
bave no ſharing of an Heart. At theſe Words, 
ſhe offer'd to riſe-to be gone ; but the Count 
ſtaying her, ſaid; with a paſſionate Air, Ab, 
my Dear,l fear none but You ! And ſeeing that you 
2941] bave it, I cannot oppoſe my ſelf to your De- 
fires. And preſently untying the Ribband which 
falten'd my Picture to his Arm, he prefentcd 
it to her : And that Slut was going to take it, 
when, finding my ſclf no longer Miſtreſs of 
my Juſt Reſznetment , I went into the Cloſet, 
Hold, thou perfidious Man ! laid 1 ; bold, thy Vi 
aim us not ſo ſubmitted y:t, as thou doſt imagine. 
And as for you, Miſtreſs Country-woman , conti- 
nu'd I, addrefling to her; your Merit us too 
ftender for ſo glorious an Adventure, TI ſnatch'd 
away my Picture from the unworthy Hand 
that held it; and caſting a furious Look on 
the two Lovers, I went out faſter than Light- 
ning, 
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I wanted this laſt Evil to over-whelm me 
with Sorrow: I would no longer ſtay for the 
Knight Chaſtill;on, not doubting but that he 
alſo did me ſome perfidious thing. I return'd 
home, deſperate, and reſolv'd to hate all 
Mankind together: I order'd that all things 
ſhould be in a readineſs to be gone the next 
Morning 3 and my vexatious Rage oblig'd me 
to take, without any further delay, the refo- 
lution of making a Journey, to which I had 
been all along very unreloly'd. 


The End of the Firſt Part. 
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Hatſoever Reaſon I have to 
intreat you to diſpenſe with 
me, as to the wricing thoſe 
Adventures that I have alrea- 

dy related to you,the Defire you have, Madam, 

to have them, and that Complailancy which I 

have for all that pleaſes you, engage me to 

obey you, though 1 ealily can apprehend, 
that it isa thing very nice, and even dange- 

TOus. | 

You know, Mayam, that the Count de Bufſ 

did not begin to write the Intrigues of the 

Court, but to divert the Marchionels de Ia 

Baume, who then was his Miſtreſs. "The Prat- 

{es he receiv*d upon it, awaken d his Self -love, 

and engaged him to ſh2w more willingly his 

Work to others, and at laſt to publith it. That 

has been the cauſe of his Diſzrace wich the 

King,.and ttc Lot. of his Forcune., 
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As for me, Madam, who make mine conſiſt 
in the Honour of pleaſing you, I am going to 
obey you without conteſt ; bur do nor expe&t 
that I ſhould add any thing to Truth, either to 
embelliſh or to diminiſh the Incidents ; I rather 
fear being too-ſincere in the Thread- of my 
Diſcourſe, and that there ſhould be ſome Pal: 
fages found, which may not appear to you in 
an over-regular Condu : Bur I beſeech you, 
Madam, to forgive me tor taking up the Peu; 
I have refolv'd 


To call Things by that Name they have, 
4 Cat, a Cat; and Con, s Knave. 


My Birth is not only Noble, but I dare fur- 
ther ſay, that it is of the nitmber of the moſt 
Wuftrionus My Mother died a lictle after I 
was born, I know not whether ſome had a 
mind to flatter me, but I have always heard, 
That I am well made; am proper enough, 
have a good Airz my Hairs are flaxen, and 
curd , my Eyes large and foft, my Mouth 
ſmall and agreeable, my Air happy and wit- 
ty. TI have a great diſpoſition to Mirth 3 I am 
good and complaiſant ; many Perſons, that 
have more Wit than 1, ſay, ttiat I want none. 
I know not how it is; bur I know atleaſt, 
That I would not change the Character of my 
Hearc for another. 


Some rime after the Death of my Mother, 


my Father eaſily yielded to the ſoft Tempta- 
tion of marrying again: He marriicd Ortance ; 
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ſhe was of Quality, of the Family of Ange/ne 3 
beautiful, young, wanton, and wicked : She 
did not love my Father, who was ancient and 
peeviſh ; fo that the Knight de Seſſac,, who 
had a thouſand good Qualities, was a gainer 
in that Averhon which Ortance had tor her 
Husband 3 and I knew very well (for .I had 
even ſeen it) that: ſhe had very particular 
Kindnefles for him. 

That Intrigue ſo little concern'd me, and 
I had ſuch an agreeable one with, the Knight 
Dantragues (who was one of the molt accom- 
pliſh'd Gentlenggn in France , and related to 
my Mother-in-Law) that without bullying my 
{elf with other's Concerns, I thought of none 
other but my own. The Heart of the Knighe 
Dantragues was the firſt that did me Homage, 
and mine was not indifferent to his Vows. 
Bue though our Deſires were already fuffi- 
ciently tender towards one another, we were 
oblig'd to bear the pains of a grievous abſence. 
The Age and Birth of the Knight Dantragues, 
did call him to the Army : He leit me with 
a forrow which 1 did 1tincerely ſhare with 
him. I did promiſe him, that his abſence 
ſhould do him no prejudice in my Mind ; and 
I had a very great intention to keep my 
Word. 

Being gone one Day to the Thuuleries, for 
diverſion trom thoſe Pains which I futter'd for 
the abſence of my Lover, there I found my 
Brother wich the Marquils & {a Ferte: He pres 
ſented him to me, and I remair'd as. it in- 
chanted at his good Micn, at this charming 

Air, 
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Air, and at thoſe natural Graces which ac- 
company all his Actions a ſoft ſympathy did 
preſently infinuate into our Hearts : ' His Eyes 
ipoke to me; and I could not prevent mine 
from anſwering them. He came to vilit me, 
told me that he loved me; and I heard him 
with delight, and at laſt lovd him in my 
turn. 

One Day amongſt the reſt, that the Mar- 
quiſs was at my Feet, filvd with Paffion, pros 
teſting an eternal Ardour for me, my ill For- 
tune would have it, That an ancient Gentle- 
woman, who had been my Gpvernante, and 
who inceſlantly- watch'd me, did find us in 
that manner. "There needed no more to irri- 
tate her too-ſevere Vertue : She told him with 
great Indignation, that he ſhould retire. And 
(he further ailurd me, That if I ceas'd not 
from ſeeing him, ſhe would on that account 
take meaſures witty my Father. I con- 
jur'd her to keep my Secret : I intreated 'the 
Marquifs to come no more at our Houſe ; he 
told me with.great Teſtimonies of Love. and 
Sorrow, that he would obey me. And I had 
been a long time without hearing from him, 
and was in ſome trouble about it, when one 
Morning my Brother came to me, Having 
drawn ncar he ſaid to mic, My dear Siſter, T have 
learns of your News more than you imagine : You 
live, aud are belou'd, If you deſire it, I ſhall en- 
de awUr to render you all the good Offices that 1 
can ?riſioie. 1 remain'd contus'd and unrefolv'd, 
whecher 1 ſhould acznowledge my Applica- 

10; and as 1 was thinking upon it , with 
my 
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my Eyes fix'd to the Ground, Sijfer, ſaid he, 
be leſs a Stranger with @ Brother, to whom you 
are ſo dear, and who would confide bas Secret to 
you, to engage you to tell him yours : Know then, 
that Madamoiſelle de la Ferte x the Objed of all 
my Vows. That lovely Maid ſeeing her Brother 
in a deſpair for not hearing from yon, has conjur'd 
me to ſerve bim towards you. It ws difficult torefaſe 
a Miſtreſs and a Friend : I have with Foy taken 
wpon me to deliver this Billet to you. He preſently 


gave it me I operrd it, and rcad in it theſe 
Words : 


Was on the point of Death, when the Marquiſs 

de MerignaC.came to my aſſiſtance : He bas 
promis'd me that I ſhall ſee you this Evening, 1 
know not what I ſhall do when I am near you, but 
if I may gueſs at it , by thoſe Tranſports of Foy 
which that Hope gives me, I find that T ſhall die 
with Love. 


Aſſiſt me, continu'd my Brother, to keep my 
Werd. Oh, Heavens ! laid I, if you expect that 1 
ſhould give you (ome Advice on this ;, I ſhall never 
do it, how much ſoever 1 defire it : My Gevernante 
affords me ſo little liberty at preſent, that ſhe 3x be- 
come the Shadow of my Steps. Well, {aid he, at- 
ter he had thought a little ; Pl feign to have 
fallen from my Herſe;, that I have burt my ſelf, 
and you ſhall come to my Chamber. He prefent- 
ly lefrme 3 and all that he had projected, took 
effect. I did ſee, with a molt ſ:nſible Joy, 
Monſieur de 12 Ferie in my Brothers. Apart- 
ment; and in that place, Madam , he gave 
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him his Word, and to me alſo, That he would 
marry me. - My Brother did alſo engage hinr 
ſelf never to be Husband but to his Siſter. 
Our common Satisfaction was extream, and 
we parted infinitely ſatisfied to have made up 
ſuch Matches amongſt our ſelves, which the 
croſs Fate had ordain'd quite another way. 

The next Morning, Madamoilelle de 7a 
Fertk came to ſee me: My Brother was in my 
Chamber with his Arm in a Scarf. I found 
by their Looks, that there was already a ſtri& 
Intelligence betwixe them. That charming 
Maid refembled very much her Brother, but 
that her Features were more regular and ſoft : 
I muſt confeſs thac I remain'd fſurpriz'd at 
her Beauty. There did grow a tender Friend- 
(hip among us; we could no longer be one 
wichout ahother; and in ſpite of the trouble- 
jome Cares of my Governante, I did frequently 
ſee the Marquis. 

How many Pleaſures and Delights did we 
reliſh Curing that happy time! It ſeem'd as if 
all our Defires were fulfilld, and that nothing 
could diſturb our tender Loves : But Fortune 
did look upon me with too evil an Eye toleave 
me at quiet. 

The Uncle of the Knight de Seſſac {by the 
Mother's ide) was an intimate Friend to my 
Father he died, and oider'd by his Will, 
4 hat he ſhould be his Heir, provided that he 
ſhould marry me, and take upon him the Arms 
and Name of Charamante, which was his ; 
That on that Condition, he gave all his Eſtate 
to us ; and that the firſt of us two that ſhould 
retuſe 
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refuſe ſo to do, ſhould have no ſhare in his 
Succeſlion, 

My Father remain'd not a little aſtoniſh'd, 
to learn his Friends laſt Will and Pleaſure : 
Mean time, the Buſineſs was very advantage- 
ous to me, his Eſtate being very conſiderable; 
and the Count de Charamante (lo ſhall I here. 
after name the Knight de Seſſac, in the reſt of 
this Diſcourſe) had both Meric and Birth. My 
Father therefore did reſolve to follow the De- , 
ceas'd's Intentions, not doubting but that the 
Count dz Charamante would with all his Heart 
embrace the Offer. 

My Brother was the firſt that knew my Fa- 
ther's Will; he remain'd exceedingly con- 
cern'q at it, believing it a ſhameful thing to 
break his Word with che Marquiſs de 1s Ferte : 
He alſo conceiv*d, that he would not let him 
have his Siſter,if I was married to another: And, 
in fine, he could not imagine whar Remedy he 
could find{againſt fuch p:efling Afidctions. 

He moreover conſide;*d, That the Marquils 
was ſo very young, that pe:adventure before he 
was Maſter of his own Actions, his Mother (who 
would never conlerit to our marriage becauſe I 
was not rich enough) would change his Mind : 
That he could exped no Suisfattion then , but 
what he might expe by his Sword; and that 
that would be to fall irom one Extremity into a* 
nother more dangerous. He thought alſo, that in 
diverting me, or authorizing me not to marry 
the Count de Charamante, He put mein a con» 
diction co diſpleaſe my Father, and to loſe my 
Fortune; that I hail bur a ſlender Portion ; 
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and that, finally, it were better he ſhould facri- 
fice to mie that Paſſion he had for Mada- 
moilelle "de la Ferts , than to ſacrifice me to 
if, . 

He was agitated with all thoſe different Re- 
flections. *When he- came into my Chamber, 
I was fomeching indiſpos'd, and was not yer 
riſen ; He fat down on my Bed-ſide; and at- 
tet. he had tenderly embrac'd me, he look'd on 
me a conſiderable time without ſpeaking : 
Heavens | dear Brother, ſaid I, ſpeak to me quick- 
ly : You put me into a ſtrange perplexity. And 
why, ſaid he, do you alarm your ſelf before you 
bave heard me? And what could you do more, if 
really I were come to bring you ill News? TI fhonld 
do no more than I do now, IT an{wer'd ; my Fore- 
fights rarely deceive me : Speak, Brother, ſpeak, 1 
am prepar'd for all Events, The thing ,, conti- 
nu'd he, z leſs troubleſome than you fanſie : Tou 
bave learn'd yhe Death of old Charamante ; be 
has given bis Eſtate to the Knight de Seflac 3 he 
has given him his Name, and be has piven you to 
him alſo. Heavens ! cried 1, full of Sorrow, 
can you poſſibly rell me, that the thing # leſs ſorrow- 
ful than I expetfed ? What News in the World bad 
I not vather bear ! Mean time,replied my Brother, 
I have thought good to give you this notice, for our 
whole Family give their Conſent ; and this very 
Day my Father will mention it to you. And what ! 
laid I, will you agree to it ? Do you no longer re- 
member that you have promis'd me to the Mar- 
quiſs de la Ferte? And can I my ſelf forget bim ! 
No, Brother, I cannot ;, and the greateſt Succeſ- 
fron, nor my Father's Threats, ſhall never make me 
reſolve 
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reſolve to be faithleſs ro my Lower, My Tears and - 
my Sorrow prevented me from procecding fur- 
ther z and my Brother, who ſaw no remedy 
to my Griets , was in truth in a Condition 
allo to be pitied ; Dear Siſter, ſaid he, hearker 
« little 10 Reaſon, after you bave peard your Lowe : 
I agree that the Marquiſs loves you, and has given 
me bu Word to marry you ; but he # in an Age not 
capable of performing any thing yet, without the 
Conſent of bus Parents : You know that they did op- 
Poſe themſelves to your Marriage ; and you a 0 
know, that my Father will never give you to bim, 
. without @ general Conſent on all ſides, If we muſt 
wait *till ſuch time as he can diſpoſe of himſelf, who 
can warrant that he will then be for you the ſame 
as be # now ? And if he ſhould change , pray, 
S:fter, confider the Fortune you weuld loſe, in re- 
Fuſing the Count dz Charamante's. And what 
Remedy then , aid I, can you find to my Aftidti- 
ons? It was you that firſt gave me cauſe to flat- 
ter my ſelf with that Marriage, and it ws you at 
preſent that would deſtroy and extinguiſh my Hopes : 
Cruel Brother ! what have I done to you, that you 
ſhould abandon me? Who! I abandim you? Yiu 
are beſt to add, 1aid he,. with ſome Anger, that 
I put you in the head to love Monſieur de la Ferte 3 
and that without me,you had never low'd bim. Go ! 
continu'd he, you are unjuſt ; but the Condition I 
ſee you in, moves too much my pity t6 let me re- 
proach you. Think on what you! reſulve, and rec- 
kon abſolutely on mc. 

Ah, dear Brother, ſaid I to him, what can I 
think on, except you will go find out the Mar- 
quiſs , and let him know what paſſes? I'l! go write 
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o bim ; and in all things.I will follow your Advice 
and bs. 1 preſently call'd for Pen and Ink, 
and writto him in theſe terms : 


F my Brother can make you conceive the Condi- 
tion I am in, you will remain ſatwfied that you 
are dearer to me than the whole World together. 
My Grief cannot be expreſs d : They would bawve me 
be another's ; I ſhould rather chuſe Death : Pity me, 
and love me ; that will ſuffice to give me that Cour 
rage I want. 


I gave this Billet to my Brother ; he promis'd 
that he would not omit any thing for my 
Comfort. We parted, and I remain'd aban- 
don'd to all my Difpleaſures. That which 
touch'd me moſt to the quick, was, the remem- 
brance of that manner after which the Count 
de Charamante liv'd with my Mother-in-Law : 
He'll never love me, ſaid I; he will hawe a 
thouſand new Opportunities of ſeeing Ortance. 
She will render me ill Offiees near him: There 
@e but few Men that are Faithful to theer WIVES ; 
yet ſuch things are but Suſpicions im others, while 
that I have ſeen ſuch things mot certainly come 
ro paſs, Ar IaſtI did conclude, That whatſo- 
ever night happen betwixt che Marquiſs and 
mc, I ought not to marry the Count de Cha- 
ramante, unleſs I would allo refolve to be very 
miſerable. 

] was ſtill on thoſe fad Refle&tions. When 
my Brother return'd, he cold me, That the 
Marquiſs had been oblig'd to follow his Mo- 
ter into the Country; who: having leain'd 
that 
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that one of her neareſt Relations was at the 
laſt extremity, was inſtantly gone with her 
Son and her Daughter. "That laſt News, 
made an end of all my Patience. And as we 
were conſulting on the means that we ſhould 
take, news was brought ro my Brother , That 
a Valet de Chambre of Monſieur de la Ferte, 
ask*d to ſpeak with him. He went out ; and a 
litele after, he brought me a Letter, which he 
had ſent him to deliver to me. 1 found in it 


thelz words : 
ves will you think of me, to go away with- 
out your permiſſion ? If you are but as Fuſt 
as you are Fair, you will not accuſe my Heart of 
it , and you will eaſily believe, that 1 bave been 
oblig'd touſe much violence to perform my Duty. My 
Unkle, ready to die, bas forc'd me, againſt my Will, 
to follow my Mother the Marchioneſs, who # gone 
to him. I cannot tell you to what exceſs I ſhall be 
ſenſible of this abſence : To perform the, I ſhould, 
moſt charming - Creature, let you know (if it were 
p//ible to expreſs it) to what beighth I love you ;, but 
on that Theme, my Words are always beneath the 
Sent:ments of my Heat. 


So many marks of Tenderneſs, did ſerve 
but to increaſe the firmneſs of my Rela- 
tions. 1 made him an anſwer, and gave kim 
an account of all the Circumſtances of the 
Condition I was in : I intreated him to return 
quickly, to affiſt me with his Counſel, and to 
caſe my Sorrow with his Preſence. My Bro- 
cher writ to him allo: And as we were ſen: 


ding 
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ding back this Valet de Chambre with this Pac- 
quet, word was brought me that my Father 
ask'd for me. | | 
I was ſeiz'd with fo great a Fear, that I 
thought that Hour would be the laſt of my 
Life: My Brother comforted me as well as he 
could. I aroſe, and went into my Father's 
Cloſet : he-was there with his Wife, and both 
of them remain'd- ſurpriz'd to ſee me 1o 
chang'd, as ſcarce to be knawn. They ask'd 
if I was ſick? And not ſtaying for my An- 
ſwer, my Father ſaid, That he was ſo well 
ſatished of my Obedience, that he doubted 
not but that I ſhould receive with pleaſure, that 
Husband which the late Monſieur de Chara- 
mante, his intimate Friend, had choſen me: 
That it was the Count de Charamante his Ne- 
phew : That he had nam'd us both his Heirs, 
on Condition of this Marriage : That I knew 
the Count ; and that I was ſenſible nothing 
could be added cither to his Birth or to his 
Merit : That he was well-made, brave, a wor- 
thy Perſon. In a word, That he approv'd of 
his Friend's Choice; and that already all was 
got in a readineſs for that Buſinels: So ſure 
he thought himſelf of me, and of the Hap- 
pineſs that I ſhould find in that Alliance. My 
Mother did interrupt him in that place, thar 
ſhe alſo might make his Panegyrick; in which 
ſhe took ſo much delight, and reſted ſo long, 
that my Father, who had Buſineſs,left us before 
I could have an opportunity to aniwer him. 
I would have follow'd him, but divers Perſons, 
that viſited him on the account of my Mar- 
rage, 
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riage, Came in preſently; and having made 
me the ſame Compliments, I remain'd till 
in a greater confuſion, to hear them ſpeak of 
itas a thing already done. I got free from 
that troubleſome Company ; and as I would 
have retir'd into my Chamber, I ſaw Ortance 
come in, with the Count de Charamante, She 
preſented him to me with a very brisk Air; 
and after he had expreſs'd to me, in few Words, 
His Joy for the Choice which his Unkle had 
made in favour of him, my Mother-in-Law 
retir'd, telling us, That a third Perſon might 
be troubleſome to ſuch , who doubtleſs had 
{ome Confidences to make. 

When ſhe was gone, 41 endeavour'd to call 
up all my Courage; and after ſome moments 
ſpent in ſilence, looking on the Conne with 
fins Reſolution , Sir , ſaid I, your Unkle bas 
diſpos'd of your Heart, and of mine alſo, before he 
had conſulted ws. What preat Merit ſoever you 
poſſeſs, and whatſoever you can promiſe to your ſelf 
from it, I mu#t confeſs, that I ſhonld obey my Father 
with an exceſſive trouble, before I had bad time 
ſufficient to examine my ſelf on that point : I there- 
fore conjure you, in the Name of that which is dea- 
reſt to you m the World, to defer the concluſion of a 
Buſmeſs, which 1 anf®nct permitted ſo much as to 
look in the face. Onur Articles are already drawn, 
and "till this very moment, I have not known axy 
thing of my Family's Intentions : Nene but you, Sir, 
can retard ibe Effects of it ; and that Obligaticn fer 
which [ ſhall reſt indebted to you, ſhall not contribute 
a little to let me accept of a thing by my Inclinaticn, 
which 1 cannot defire at preſent but through a 
moiive 
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wotive of Obedience, The Count remain'd ſur- 
priz'd at a Compliment which he fo little expe- 
Qed; however, he did aſſure me, That he would 
omir nothing to ſhew me his Complaiſance, 
though I requir'd fuch a proof from him, as 
did but too viſibly ſhew my Averfion, and 
which at the ſame time ſhonld coſt him a great 
deal of trouble: That, mean time, he was 
willing to ſacrifice his Impatiency to me, pro- 
vicved that my Father and my Friends might 
not believe, that thoſe Difficulties that he 
would create , againſt the concluſion of our 
Marriage , came' from his own Sentiments. 
Upon that, he left me, with very apparent 
marks of 'Trouble; and my Brother preſently 
came in: I em loſt, dear Brother, 1aid I, if you 
take not pity of me. Then did I relate co him 
all that had paſs'd; how that Ortance had ſpo- 
ken ſo much, that it had been impoffible for 
me to ſay any thing to my Father, and in 
fine, the Converſation which I newly had with 
Monſieur de Charamante : Newer offer to put it 
off, faid I; you muſt go ſeek my Father cut, and 
eonjure him to delay my Marriage. Seek for what 
Reaſon you pleaſe to uſe» but if you return without 


ſucceſs, believe that I ſhall die with Grief. My 


Brother had all che croublekga the World to re- 
folve himſelf to a& as I would have him; but 
my Tears and my Prayers were ſo powertul, 
that he could not defend himſelf from them 
any longer. He went to my Father, who pre- 
venting him, becauſe his Wife had newly 
told him what had paſs'd betwixt the Count 
and me: Son, ſaid he, your Siſter © @ giday- 
brain d 
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brain'd Girl : She Regſons very ill; ſhe ought to be- 
lieve, that 1 deſwe nothing but what s advanta- 
geoms to her, Go tell ber, from me, That ſhe muſt 
do freely that which I deſire, or never to ſee me 
more, He expreſsd fo much of Anger in 
theſe few Words, that my Brother durſt not 
anſwer him, nor tell him thoſe things which I 
had defird him to do. He return'd tome, and 
gave me a forrowful account of the ſucceſs of 
his Negotiation. 

Mean time, the Valet de Chambre, belonging 
to Monſieur de la Perte, got to his Maſter, and 
he found him ready to return, becauſe his Uncle 
was dead. The Marquiſs learn'd, with a ſen- 
ſible forrow, my Parents Intentions ; and he 
omitted nothing to forward his return: But ir 
could not be with ſo much diligenee but that 
he found me already married. I feign'd, to 
no purpoſe, that I was ſick, and as unſucceſs- 
fully did I attempt to get into a Convent : My 
Father, who was abſolute and very ftubborn, 
. would not yield to any of my Prayers,and I was 
forced at laſt to obey him. 

It will be wondred, it may be, that having 
{uch a tenderneſs for the Marquils de la Ferre, 1 
did not refolye politively to declare,thatTI would 
not have the Count de Charamante. But my 
Brother did repreſent to me all thoſe Reaſons 
I have already fet down, That if the Marquils 
ſhould fail me, I ſhould become the Object of 
a publick Laughter: That the Count wouid 
alone enjoy the Succeflion of his Unklc's E- 
ſtare: "That I ſhould offend my Father, who 
was a Man not to be reclaim'd. In a wort, 
[ 
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T had ſo much Weakneſs as to yield to every 
body's Perſuaſion. 

Nothing was forgot,that Pleaſures and Mag- 
nificence might appear equally atmy Wedding. 
My Husband told me a thouſand tender and 
obliging things : My Father and Ortance could 
not be tired with carefling me ; the reſt of my 
Relations and Friends expreſs'd 'an extream 
Satisfaction. At our return from Church, 
there was a ſumptuous Feaſt ; and after what, 
a Comedy. I was raving and melancholy at 
it ; whenl perceiv'd that my Brother, after he 
had been gone out a conſiderable time,return'd, 
and made ſign as if he had ſomething to ſay 
to me 3 none could be more impatient than I 
was, during the reſt of the Play. So ſoon as 
it was ended,the Ball began. I made as if I had 
forgot ſomething in my Chamber z my Brother 
follow'd me; we went together into my Clo- 
ſer, and he ſaid, Do you know that the Marquiſs 
& come ; he 1s m a deſpair in my Chamber,and will 
ſpeak to you, in ſpite of all the Reaſons that I could . 
alledge to perſuade him to bawve patience for ſome 
few Days. I ſaw him ready to commit Extrava- 

ances : He would have come into the Hall during 
the Play, wherefore I do not adviſe you to refuſe 
bim a thing which be ſo earneſtly deſires.” What will 
my Sorrow and Confuſion be ! 1 cried out ; and 
bow (ball I bear the juſt Reproaches that he will make 
ze! Stand not ſo muc® on Refle&tons, laid he, 
for fear of loſing this moment of entertaining 
him ;, come quickly, and ſpecially make no noiſe, 
fer I have perceiv'd Ortance in her Cloſet. I an- 
{weird no more; and following my Brother 
through 
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through a Paſſage, parted by a Partition from 
my Mother-in-Law's Apartment, we heard 
her ſpeak in a low and haſty manner. We 
were going ſoftly, and withouct Lights, ſo that 
a litele Curioſity to hear what ſhe ſaid, and a 
great Dread of the Marquiſs's Reproaches, in- 
vited me to make ſome delay. We heard her 
continue in this manner: You love ber much 
more than you do me, ungrateful that you are ; you 
have not look'd on me al this day. IT have watch'd 
your Eyes, and have found them full of Lowe for 
her ; and at laſt I find, that all my Cares have con- 
tributed bus to gain me a Rival. Am I nit very 
miſerable to have laboured with ſo much wigour, 
for @ Man that ſtifles hu Paſſion, at that moment 
that it ſhould encreaſe. Her Sighs interrupted 
the continuance of her Diſcourſe; and pre- 
{ently the Count de Charamante (for it was he 
who was with her) anſwer*d, Really, Madam, 
you are very unjuſt , in my Opinion you cugbt to 
pity me , for thoſe meaſures which I endeavour to 
keep, and for that wiolence I make to my ſelf, that 
no body may diſtruſt our Intelligence : Mean time, 
it (eems a Crime to you; but can I do leſs, at that 


very moment that I have married a wery lovely 


Maid, than to look on ber ſometimes * There ! 
I watched you, Traitor , replied Ortance ; you 
have thought her handſom , and therefore it is cer- 
tain, that your Heart has a greater ſhare than your 
Policy in this Marriage.@ You love ber, and you 
(tick not to tell me ſo. I tell you net ſo, Madam, 
faid he; I Ive none but you, and there i no mark 
but T will give you of it. If that 1s in my Choice, 
ſaid ſhe, I ſhall put yu to a ſevere trial; for, in 

| ſhort 
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ſhort, without giving [you the liberty of examining 
whether I act with Reaſon, or not, I will have you 
to leave your Wife this night, to come and meet me 
in the Cloſet of Mirrors, where, if you really love 
me, you will find with me an agreeable Recom- 
pence, for that Sacrifice you ſhall make me. But, 
Madam , replied he, do you think well on that 
which you deſire? What may Madam de Cha- 
ramante think? And if it ſhould one day be 
known that you were in the Cloſet, what will not 
be ſuſpeFed? I'll take that upon my ſelf, ſaid 
ſhe; and, in a word,1 will have it ſo\,or I break off 
with you for ever, Let's [ay no more 'on it then, 
replied he, ſighing z you ſhall be obey'd, Madam, 
and I leave the reſf ro your Care. They preſent- 
ly went out of the Cloſet; and my Brother 
remain'd fo ſurpriz'd, that he had not terms 
ſufficient to expreſs it to me. As for me, I 
was not concern dat this Converſation, having 
ſeen ſomething paſs betwixt them, every whit 
as ſtrange, long before : I preſently thought on 
Revenge, and as the Saying ts, 


A Woman always bas Revenge at ber Command. 


I went to the Marquilſs de /a Ferte, who was 
in my Brother's Cloſer, laid on a Couch, and 
ſo overcome with Sorrow , that he could not 
riſe when I came in. My Brother remain'd in 
his Chamber, that he might not be witneſs to a 
Converſation, in which we had nothing to do 
but to ſhed Tears. I approach in a great 
diſorder and contuſion 3 and after I had ten- 


derly embrac'd him, Accuſe me not, w__ 
ear 
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hear me, ſaid I 3 add not that Misfortune to thoſe 
which already kill me : I have been forc'd to prioe 
my Hand to another , but my Heart « ns leſs 
yours, Ah, Madam ! replied he, full of for- 
row, # it poſſible that you ſhould break your Faith 
to me? That you have falſified your Word, and that 
you are another's? He was going to, continue 
to expreſs his Grief, but I having one only 
moment to remain with him, and part of that 
moment already employ'd in hearing the 
pretty Converſation, that had paſsd betwixt 
my Mother-in-Law and the Count, I inter- 
rupted him to fay, My dear Marquiſs, if I con- 
ſulted nothing but my Heart, certainly ] ſhould not 
leave you 3 but 4 am under the indiſpenſible neceſſity 
of going to the Ball, except I would ſtay to bave 
them come and ſeek for me in your Arms. Remain 
perſuaded, That forcing my ſelf from you, I do the 
ſame from my ſelf 3 and to prove to what an heighth 
I lowe you, 1 give you notice to go up the privy Stairs 
into my Cloſet ; Ill leave the Door of it open. Ob, 
cruel one ! replied he, would you have me to be 
witneſs of your Hmsband's Happineſs ? Can you in- 
ſult ower me, after you have betrayd me? How 
ill you expounded my Thoughts ? ſaid I; Twill 
not inſult over you , neither bave 1 betray'd 
you; and if you do what IT defire, you will bave 
cauſe to reſt contented with my Proceedings. [I letc 
him ending thoſe Words ; and after I had been 
to open me Cloſet-door; I went down into 
the Hall, where they ſtaid for me to begin the 
Ball. 

H [ 


114 Mxrmo1nrsx 8 


I felt within me a private ſatisfaction, in the 
thoughts that I was revenging my ſelf of my 
faicileſs Husband ; and that Satisfaction, which 
made me leave Sorrow for Joy, appear'd in 
my Eyes, and upoh my Face, in ſuch a man- 
ner as rendred me the more agreeable. My 
Husband, who look'd on me with a great deal 
of pleaſure and attention, did regret, I fanſied, 
the Word that he had given to my Mother-in- 
Law : His Love to her was fo ſtale already, 
that it was mouldring away. He beheld me 
young, and paſlably beautiful ; his Enjoyment 
of me was new to him 3 and Novelty, even in 
a Wife, is ſcaſon'd with divers Pleaſures. But 
he was refolv'd to manage that capricious Wo- 
man ; and he was of Opinion, that he ſhould 
have leiſure enough to re-pay himſelf of the 
time that he was going to loſe with her. 

When the Hour of Retirement drew near, 
Ortance, and all the Ladies, conducted me 1n- 
to my Apartment ; and after they had put me 
to- bed they lett me. I am fully perſuaded, that 
Monticur de Charamante had not gone to my 
Mother-in- Law, but atter he had aflur'd him- 
ſelf of my moſt ſenſible Favours; and have 
adventur'd to loſe her Favour, had it not been 
that after divers Inſtances and Attempts made 
by him, and a great Obſtinacy to retuſe him 
on my part. I got up, and. went into my 
Cloſet, where 1 [hut my felt up. He could 
not preſs me to return without vexing Or- 
tance (who was in the other Cloſer, and 
heard all chat paſs d): He went to her, and 
e was already giving him fome tender To- 
kens 


of the Court of France. 115 
kens of her Love, when my Father came 
from behind the Tapiſtry. - He had got thi- 
ther to enliven his old Age, with what was 
to paſs betwixt my Husband and me ; but ha- 
ving heard fome noiſe, and looking to ſee 
who made it, he perceiv*d, by the afliſtance of 
a dark-Lanthorn which he had brought, that 
' the Sport concern'd him much more than he 
had imagin'd or defired. He did not know, 
in the exceſs of his ſurprizal, whether he 
dream'd, or was very well awake. But, in fine, 
perceiving, that if he ſhould remain any lon- 
ger from clearthg himſelf of thoſe Doubts he 
was in, his Vexation might ſtill encreaſe che 
more by ſome new Circumſtance, he began to 
lay on his Wife, and my Husband , with all 
his might, giving them a thouſand injurious 
Reproaches. My Husband' feign'd to be no 
lefs amaz'd than he, proteſting, That he 
thought he had been with me, becauſe that I 
had got out of my Bed : That he thought he 
had follow'd me, but that in the Night, and 
eſpecially on ſuch a Day, ſuch a Faulc might 
be pardonable. As for Ortance, ſhe had little 
co ſay for herſelf; for it was not probable that 
at that time ſhe ſhould take my Husband tor 
my Father : She turn'd all into ſport, ſaying, 
That ſhe deſign'd to put the Count into a 
Conftuſion. | 

In fine, my Father, who was prudent and 
wiſe, did think, that in ſuch a Bufineſs (and 
eſpecially with one's Sor-in-Law) , the leaft 
noiſe would be the beſt; he therefore ſeem'd 
H 2 to 
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to believe what they had ſaid, and he retired 
with Ortance. 

The noiſe they had made,. and my Father's 
Voice, had equally ſurpriz'd me : 1 did not 
doubt but that there was ſomething very 
pleaſant in the buſineſs; and to inform my 
ſelf of it (after I had receiv'd from the Mar- 
quiſs de 1a Ferte, enough of tender Teſtimo- : 
nies to be ſufficiently reveng'd of my Hus- 
band, I advis'd him to be gone). After that, 
I went and knock'd at the Cloſet-door:; The 
Count did not open it; but after that my Fa- 
ther and his Wite were gone ow, lask'd him on 
what occaſion I had heard ſo much noiſe ? He 
told me, That they were impertinent, over- 
Cirious Perſons, whom he had found out and 
quarrelFd with, We prefently went to-bed 
again ; and it was not without laughing and 
applauding of my ſelt- at what had newly 
pals. | 

Monſieur de Charamante finding me more 
amaable than my Mother-in-Law, did there- 
tore preferr me to her ; but ſhe having gain'd 
a grcat power over my Father , though the 
Adventure of my Wedding-Night, which was 
tranſacted in tne Mirror-Cloſet , came very 
frequently into his Mind, and ſharpen'd his 
Anger againſt her. That did not hinder but 
that ſhe ſtill did govern all ; and for that Rea- 
fon, my Husband would not abſolutely break 
off with her ; but that hindred her not from 
obſerving, with 2 great Vexation, that there 
was a great Change in his Conduct ; that 15, 
from a I over, to a Woman that is upon tur- 

| ning, 
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ning , a mortal Injuy ; and as ſhe lov'd him 
too well to diſcharge all her Rage upon him. 
I bore the beſt part of it, after a manner that 
trequently puſh'd my Patience to the laſt Ex- 
tremity. 

The Marquiſs de 1a Ferte, on his part, omit- 
ted nothing to ger into Monſieur de Chara- 
mante's Friendſhip. My Brother procur'd him 
all the means he could poſſible towards it : 
He ſucceeded perfeatly well, and I did ſee 
him every Day ; but it being uſually before 
much People, we were ſo conſtrain'd , that 
we ſuffer'd as much to ſec ourſelves after 
fuch a manner, as if we had not at all ſcen 
one another. I did intreat my Brother to 
permit me ſometimes to entertain the Mar- 
quils in his Apartment 3 but he made an- 
iwer, That ſo long as I was to he mar- 
ried, he had had a blind Complaiſance 
tor me, becauſe he thought that the Mar- 
quiſs would marry me: That at preſent he 
could not reſolve to aid me to nouriſh a 
Flame, which at Jaſt would procure me ſome 
miſchiet: That though my Husband was not 
jealous, he might become ſo, having eſpe- 
cially Ortence always diſpos'd to pry into 
ny Actions, and to give them an ill Cha- 
rater. I remain'd very forrowful - at my 
Brother's refuſal ; and told him, That he was 
more oblig'd than another, to relieve me 
trom an Evil unto which he had contribu- 
ted, I granted I had lovd the Marquils 
even before he had diſtruſted me ; but that 
my Governante's Szverity , my Youth ,* and 
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that Time I had paſs'd without ſeeing him, 
all that, I faid, had began to cure me , when 
2 came and flatterd my Pafhon , that he 
might ſerve that which hz had for Mada- 
m.oifelle de Ia Ferte: That , in ſhort, my 
Hand had been diſpos'd of, but not my Heart : 
hat IT was a miſerable Victim, and that he 
ought to have endeavour'd to ſweeten my 
Troubles, when he could not wholly tree 
me from them. He would not yield to my 
Reaſons, and we parted,very diſlatisfied of one 
another. 

My Father's Death , which happen'd not 
long after, did fer my Brother and I ſtill at 
a further diſtance; for he becoming Heir, 
and in a condition of diſpoſing of himſelf, 
hc requird of the Marquils &e /a Ferte an ac- 
compliſhment of his Word, in giving him his 
Silter ; Bur I oblig'd him to anſwer , That he 
chought himſelf diſengag'd as to him, ſo foon 
as he had fecn me married, and that therefore 
he had promis'd his Siſter to another. My 
Brother was ſtrangely fſurpriz'd at it, and did 
not doubt but that I had rendred him that 
31] Office. 

Ever ſince my Marriage, I had always re- 
main'd at my Father's; .and though after his 
Death I would have retir'd , Ortance , who 
lov'd too well my Husband to reſolve to 
loſe the ſight of him, did oppoſe my De- 
ſigns under teign'd Pretenfions of Tendernels 
10D INC, 
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My Brother having refus'd to be my Con- 
fident, I caſt my Eyes on a Maid that ſerv'd 
me; and I believ'd, without degeiving my 
ſelf, that ſhe would prove faithful. My Hus- 
band entertaining no Suſpicions, and not being 
of a jealous Temper, it was ealie for me, 
with that Maid's afhiſtance, ro receive daily 
Letters from the Marquiſs, and Irequently to 
ſee him. 

My Mother-in-Law, for her part, having 
not all the leiſure ſhe could defire, co be with 
Monſieur 4e Charamante, by reafon of her mul- 
tiplicity of Buſineſs; and the Viſits of her 
*Mourning, which took her up all Day, did 
lo preſs the Count to find our fome conveni- 
ent means to remain with her, that in com- 
plaiſance he feign'd a ſhore Journey. They 
had agreed, that the very fame Night, he 
ſhould return by the Garden-Door , and that 
by that means they would be together un- 
known to me. | 

I loſt no time to make good uſe of his ab- 
ſence 3 and the Marquils de /a Ferie had pre- 
{ently notice of it. He fail'd not to come at 
the Hour that I had appointed; and he having 
more love for me than my Husban d had tor 
my Mother-in-Law , he was the moſt dijt- 
gent; and our uſual Confident gave him means 
ro get in. 

Ic is neceflary to tell , that my Apartment 
was over-againſt that of Ortance's, and that 
they were leparated but by the ſpace of the 
Stair caſe. She expecting her Lover, had 
caus'd all the Lights to be put out in her 
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Chamber; and I was as cautious on my ſide. 
Thus all things were quiet in appearance in 
the Houſe, while on the contrary every thing 
was very wakeful. 

Thar Maid who ſerv'd me, having cor- 
duced the Marquiſs to the Stair , ſhe ſtopp'd 
there, to prevent any one from following him); 
but in the Trouble which the exceſs of his 
Joy caus'd him, and the obſcurity of the Night, 
inſtead of coming to my Apartment , he 
wens into that of Ortance*'sz and ſhutting all 
the Doors after him, he got to her Bed. He 
told me ſince, That ſhe receiv'd him with ſo 
- much Tenderneſs and Carefles, that his Ima? 
gination, that was already prepoſleſs'd , did 
ict him think for ſome Moments that he was 
with me : But when ſhe began to ſpeak, he 
knew his Errour ; and the Affliction he was 
in, Put him out of condition of anſwering 
to all ſhe had promis'd herſelf from him 3 ſo 
ſudden a Coldnefs, and ſome certain Indiffe- 
rences, did cauſe her great Diſtruſts-! 46, per- 
fidious Man ! aid ſhe, who camſt thou to ſeck 
in my Arms? | cannot flatter my ſelf ſo as to 
believe it was me, ſeeing that ſo 7. as thou haſt 
kwown me , thuu haſt expreſs'd a ſecret Horrour : 
Am I then ſo little amiable, that thou canſt not 
2ake uſe of this fair Opportunity which thy good 
Fortune preſents thee ? But however, if thou art 
reſely'd to triamph over my Weakneſs , refuſe not 
?0 inform me woo thou art, and who brought thee 
ere; and do not hop: that I will reſolve to let 
f5ce go, but (1 thoſe terms. The Marquiſs was 
in the greateſt confuſion that ever Man was: 


-— 
He 


of the Court of France, 121 


He thought that confefling would ruine- me, 
becauſe there was no likelihood he ſhould 
come there, but on my accountz and, more- 
over, he fear'd, that ita Humour ſhould take 
her to call out, and make People come, that 
- would but produce more Witneſles of his 
Adventure, and by a necefſlary Conſequence 
more People to dive -into the cauſe of it; he 
thereupon took a ſudden-Reſolution, which was 
very ſurprizing : Madam, ſaid he, diſguiſing 
his Voice as well as he could, I am a miſerable 
Wretch, unworthy thoſe Teftimonies of Bounty that 
you have given me : I bad learn'd that you were a 
rich Widow ; I found out means through the favour 
of the Night, to conceal my ſelf in your Apartment 3 
my Comrades are waiting under your Windows, 
through which 1 was to go with a Ladder of 
Ropes, after I had robb'd you: But having pot 
near your Bed, to liſten whether you ſlept, or wat, 
you have receiv'd me, Madam, with a Bounty (6 
proper to move one's Heart, that I no longer thought 
of my firſt Deſign: I thougbt that the Treaſure I 
Was going to poſſeſs, was ſufficiently conſiderable; 
and if you have taken notice of that great Change 
in which I have fallen, it was becauſe I could nt 
forvear thinking, that 1 obtain'd oll thoſe Fatvonrs 
but as a Thief ; I would owe them, Madam,to m 
Cares, and to my Services, and, if I durſt ſay it, 
to my Merits. How nice yeu are ' replied Or- 
tance , embracing him ; z it poſſible you ſheuld 
be what you pretend, and be ſo worthy of a ſingular 
Fortune ? But whoever you are , give me leave to 
ſee you. No, Madam, an{wer'd he, 1 cannot con: 
ent to it. At leaſt let me know, 111d the, whether 
30u 
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ou are well-made ; for I already know that you 
bave Wit and Touth. As to my Perſon, laid he, 
it has been of late ſo negletied, that I ſhould be 
a(ham d to give you a deſcription of it : Mean times 
[Medam, if you like it, you ſhall judge of it to-mor- 
row at Maſs ; for I cannot be without ſeeing you, 
ofter ſo happy an Adventure. I agree to it, aid 
ine ; but fail nt ; we ſhall take meaſures together 
r0 ſee cone another, and to put you out of 4 Condi- 
ren, for which you appear to me very unfit, The 
Marguiſs at this, did endeavour to rub up his 
moſt lively Ideas, thar he might part from 
her with ffome Credit ; atter which, he left 
her. 

Ortance had believ'd, as ſhe pleas'd , what 
he had told her. She had obferv'd fo much 
neatncls in his Perſon, fo much Wit, and a 
Behaviour fo difterent from that of a Thiet 
that to gain a more certain information, ſhe 
had flipe ker Hand into his Pocket, and had 
taken out a Box which ſho had found there. 
He had not perceiv'd it, and thought himſelt 
thc happieſt Man in the World, to have got 
ciear out withoure being known. It was very 
lace when he came home again, fo that he 
wene to-bed, and did not know, that at the 
12me time he was endeavouring to pals for a 
Thiet,he himfelf had been robb*d of that wiiich 
hs efteem'd moſt in the World. | 

Mean time, My Hisband, who had bee 
at the Rendezvous, having found Ortance's 
Apartment ſhut, and mine open, reſolv*d nor 
ra lote all the Pleaſures chat he had propos'd to 
bimafelt 3 and believing he ſhould meet with 
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as many with me , as with his ancient Mi- 
ſtreſs, he came into my Chamber; and I 
being not aſleep in expectation of the Mar- 
quiſs, opening my Curtain, and believing it 
was he, For an amorous Man, laid I, you make 
People wait long for you. Monſieur de Chara- 
mante could make nothing of my Words ; he 
thought I was aſllcep, and that I was in a 
Dream : My dear Counteſs, ſaid he , you have 
210 reaſon to reproach me, for I am return'd exe 
preſly ro paſs ths Night with you. What be- 
came of me, O Heavens! at the found of 
that Voice! Yer I had ſome Hopes, from 
ſo tender an Anſwer, that he had no Suſpi- 
cion ; and feigning to be newly awake, I ask'd 
who was there? He told me, it was he 3 and 
made me ſo many Carefles, that I had rea- 
fon to believe he had made no RefleGions bn 
my Imprudence. I endeavour'd allo to give 
him a thouſand marks of Love: For a Wo- 
man is never ſo {weet, nor appears ſo tender, as 
when ſhe would prevent her Husband from 
taking up Suſpicions againſt a beloved Lover. 
What impatiency foever Orrance had, to ſee 
what ſhe had taken trom her Thief, ſhe would 
have no Light brought; but fo foon as the 
Sun's firſt Rays began to appear, ſhe did riſe, 
run 'to her Window, and percciv'd that that 
Box was to encloſe a Picture : It was beauti- 
fied with very fine Diamonds; and in the 
middle there was fer out, in points of Ru- 
bies, 
She ws veiter in my Heart. 
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She read thoſe Words with ſome Vexation ; 
but ſhe had a great deal more when ſhe could 
not open the Box: Ir did ſhut with a Spring, 
{o ingeniouſly made, that in vain ſhe employ*d 
her Cunning and Force about it. She went 
to-bed again, where ſhe would think what to 
reſolve : But the Hour to go to Maſs did prets 
her to get up, in hopes to meet there with 
her unknown Perſon. He was purpolely 
there, and having hid himſelf in the obſcure 
bottom or end of the Chappel, he had the 
leaſure to ſee how impatient ſhe was to have 
omebody ſpeak with her. She remain'd the 
laſt, and being out of Humour, ſhe return'd 
home. My Husband waited for her in her 
Chamber: He reproach'd her for having 
tail'd him in what ſhe had promis'd in refe- 
rence to the Rendezvous: And at that initant, 
ſhe defſpairing of ever ſeeing again the un- 
known Perſon, and being defirous ro cxcuty 
herſelf to Monſeur de Charamante, ſhe could 
not forbear, through a natural Inclination to 
{peak, to relate to him part of the Adventure 
wiich had happen'd to her: She ſwore to him, 
That a ſecret tore knowledge had advertis'd 
her, that it was not the Perſon: Thac ſhe 
would have him ſpeak, before ſhe would grant 
him any Favour; and, That there needed no 
more to let her ſee ſhe was deceiv'd: And 
rhat in defending of herſelt from the Embraces 
of that unknown Perſon, ſhe: had taken out of 
his Pocket a Picture-Caſe. Nu world defend 
yeur ſelf, Madam, {2id the Count, laughing, 
and you were diving into bis Pocket : In truth, you 


had 
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had at the ſame time wery different Emploies. 
That Anſwer did perplex Ortance; but not 
willing to go about any further particulari- 
Zing: See, ſaid ſhe, whether you are more expert 
than T; for I could not yet find the way to open 
this Box. Monſieur de Charamante, who had 
bought ſuch at Milan, open'd it preſently 3 
and he had ſcarce fix'd his Eyes upon it, but 
he let it fall, and fell himſelf on a Couch, 
where he remain'd as a Man ſtruck wich 
Thunder. 

Ortance was ſtrangely ſurpriz'd ; ſhe knew 
not whether ſhe had beſt to ſee what was in 
the Box, after the ſurprizing effect that ic had 
newly made ; and ſhe fear'd a little, leſt ic 
ſhould be that of Pandora: But at laſt, her 
Curioſity being commonly the ſtrongeſt of her 
Paſflions , ſhe took ic up, and perceiv'd that 
my Picture had caus'd that Dilorder in my 
Husband : .4h, thou Megara ! ſaid he, breaking 
filence, thou art going to be the ſpring of all my 
Misfortunes. T was contented , 1 lou'd my Wife, 
T beliew'd to be beloy'd by her, and liv'd witheur 
Fealcuſie, and ſcught not aftcr means to become 
ſo; but thy curſed Curtofit; miſe needs work to 
open to me an Abyſs of Serrows. My Mother- 
in-Law, who was not accultom'd to flch 
Compliments, receiv'd tis with all the Anger 
imaginable : How now , Traitor ! faid ſhe, are 
thoſe the Terms thou employ {# to return me 
Thanks , for having contributca to open thy Eyes 
en thy Wives Condutt ? Art thiu {o mean and 
pitifu!, as to wiſh thou wert ignorant of ber TWeak- 
eſs and thy Shame , tvat then may je become here- 
after 
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after the Obje&t of publick Laughter ? It zs in calling 
me Megara that thou pay'ſt me for my good Office 
towards thee; and thou doſk caſt thy Revenge on 
the Guiltleſs, in lieu of exerciſing it on the Guilty, 
Ending theſe Words, ſhe flung herſelf at him 
like a Fury, employing her Teeth and Nails 
to ſerve her Rage. But the Count, who 
was alrcady in too ill an Humour, did ſoon 
reduce her into a Condition of having 
more need to defend herſelf than to at- 
rack. 

While theſe things were tranſiRing in Or- 
tance's Cloſet, the Marquiſs de /a Ferte was 
{carce got home from Church, where he had 
taken the pleaſure of ſecing her fret, but he 
miſs'd his Pi&ure. After he had look'd for it 
very earneſtly, calling to mind what had pals'd 
betwixt him and Orrance, he did not doubt 
bue that ſhe had taken it from him ; and his 
Deſpair did highly encreaſe, becauſe he could 
tind but very evil Conſequences that could 
reſult from ſuch an Accident , which oblig'd 
him to write to me preſently in theſe cerms: 


F you were leſs aſſur'd of my Love, I ſhould fear 

left you ſhould ſuſpeft me of Neglect, when [ 
have inform'd you, my dear Counteſs , of the ill 
« Fortune T have had to be robb'd of your Picture : 
That Erwil has been preceeded by another, to me 
as preat , ſecing that this laſt Night, which was 
defign'd to fill me with Pleaſures , has done the 
ſame with Sorrow. In @ word, I have paſsd it 
with Ortance, through the ſtrangeſ} Adventure 
that cou!d harpen: ] thought to enter into your 


Apart- 
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Apartment, when I found my ſelf lock'd in bers, 
and even in ber Arms : Be not jealom at it, my 
dear Counteſs, I have not been diſloyal to yor. 
Mean time,, according to all appearance , ſhe has 
ſeiz'd on your Piftlure, which I had about me : 
Fudge of the Trouble I am in, both for its Lofs, 
and thoſe ill Conſequences which 1 fear. Take all 
the meaſures you can poſſible to prevent them, 
and diſpoſe of my Fortune and Life, as of a thing 
wholly yours. 1 am further to let you know, that 
Ortance has not known me. Adieu. Lit me 
bear from you ; I have great need of it, to prevens 
me from dying with Grief. 


It may eaſily be gueſsd in what forrew 
this News did plunge me! Atter {| had 
thought on it a long while, 1 imagin'd that 
lome means or other might be found, to get 


me out of this troubleſome Fuſineſs ; anU I im- 
mediacely made this Anſwer tor the Marguits ; 


F it x trne, That you have nit been wnfaithiul 

to mes; I comfort my ſelf of all the refs: 
But the thing #s hard to be believd, and to 
find one's ſelf in the Night, within the Arms of 
a Woman of Ortance's Humour, to be young, 
and in good health ; my dear Marquis, I dare not 
drive any further the Circumſtances of my Refi: 
Hons, for fear of not finding any ſatisfaciion in 
them : I yet am ionorant of what # to follow 
this firſt Adventure ; but a Sentiment of Self-Lov? 
aſſures me, That a Woman of Wit can always get 
out of the Briars. 
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When I had cloſed and ſent my Billet, 
I thought to conſerve my Brother in my 
Intereſts, though we had been for ſome time 
very cold to one another. I was certain, that 
it would not be very difficult for me to awaken 
his Tenderneſs towards me : upon this, I went 
into his Apartment; he ſeem'd ſurpriz'd at 
my Viſit, and willing to receive me with 
{ome kind of Ceremony, My dear Brother, ſaid 
I to him, I came to conjure you to forget thoſe 
Faults in appearance , which I bave made in re- 
ſpe# to your ſelf. I ſay apparently 3 for yau are 
z00 dear to me, to bave my Heart s Conſent to 
any thing that could diſpleaſe you. I am fallen 
wnder the moſt nice Circumſtances in the World, 
and even the moſt dangerous : Will you not aſſiſ® me 
to pet out of them? Nes, certainly, replied he, 
giving me great Teſtimonies of a tender 
Friendſhip, yu may always reckon on me; where- 
fore , dear Siſter , you need but to ſpeak to be 
obey 

I then told him how that Ortance had my 
Picture, with all the Circumſtances that had 
cauſed it to fall into her Hands. In truth it 
was not without great ſhame that I was oblig'd 
cotell him, That I was expeaing the Marquils 
de Ia Ferte ; but as was oblig'd to conceal no- 
thing, or to ſay nothing at all, I thought 
it was better for me to receive that ſhame 
before him only, than before all the World. 
When I had done ſpeaking, What have I to ſay 
to yeu, Siſter, replied he, if you were in another 
ſtation ? for at preſent, it were but to inſult over 
your Misfortunes. But of truth, Icanuct but blame 
your 
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Jour Obſtinacy in loſing your ſelf : Good Hea- 
vens ! have you not all that a reaſonable Woman 
can deſire ? a gallant Man to your Huband, of 
Quality , Rich, a great Retinue, great Liberty, 
and good Company. Are you going to do , ſaid 
I, as the Pedant in the Fable, who let his Di- 
ſeiple drown, while he was telling him the Dan- 
gers there were in expoſing one's ſelf on the 
Water? You are in the right, ſaid he, dear 
Siſters, I muſt keep my ſad Refleions for ano- 
ther time: But what would you bave me do 
at preſent ? I would, ſaid I, that at the leaft 
wiſe that the Buſineſs I ſpoke to yow will cauſe, 
you ſay, That retiring into your Apartment, "you 
found that of Ortance open : That ſome Curioſity 
mmvited you to go into it : That ſhe cunningly took 
from you my Picture : And finally, That the ſhame 
of baving been with her, more happy than you de- 
fired , did engage you to refuſe telling her who 
you were. The # a new Story, interrupted he z 
but 1 confeſs, That if others were of my Mind, they 
would not believe it : And ſhould it be ſo? Do you 
think it wery pleaſant for me to take upon my je 
ſuch aw Adventure? But if it ſhould chance to be 
beliey'd, to what will you not expoſe me ? For as 
to the World, what will it be thought of a Man, 
who ſcarce ſees his Father dead, but be goes to 
fill bas place in his Bed? And as to Ortance, you 
are to know , That already ſhe endeavours , by her 
Words and Careſſes , to gain me to her: So ſhall I 
be perſecuted by ber. And if I do avoid her, 1 
ſhall become the Object of ber Hatred, for not being 
that of her Lowe. Conſider , befides , That if 5 
nppears that I hcarken , _ follew ſo blindfoldl; 
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my Paſſions, as to ſeek after my Mother-in-Law 
(ſhe who has no more of a charming Youth), when it 
will be known that I had your Picture about me ; 
yours, I ſay, who is ſo fit to be belovd. May 
nct People think all that I dare not expreſs to you : 
In a word, dear Siſter, 1 give you not all theſe 
Reaſons, continu'd he, to diſpence me from ſer. 
wing you, but only to engage you to furniſh me with 
means to do it. Dear Brother , I anſwerd, 1 
approve of all you have ſaid ; but great Evils 
require potent Remedies : It ſeems to hear you 
ſpeak as if thus Scene was to appear before the 
World : Perceive you not that it will be ated a- 
mongſt us, and that we are all equally obligd to 
keep it ſecret ? Thus you hazard but little of your 
Honoar, to ſave mine entirely. 

He was ſtill unrefolv'd, when the noiſe of 
thoſe Blows which were given in Ortaxce's 
Cloſet, and her Out-cries, did oblige us to 
go into the Gallery : Go, Brother, ſaid I, this 
may prove a means to juftifie me. I known not 
2hat paſſes, but you may eaſily bear that it is 
betwixt my Hwushand and my Mother-in-Law. 
My Brother being of my Mind, did leave me, 
and ran into the Cloſet, while I reſted againſt 
the Partition (which I have before mention'd) 
co hear what was going to pals, 

When my Brother came in, the Count 
and Ortence ceas'd their Combat ; but it ſut- 
ictently appear'd, in the Condition they 
weie, that it had been fierce; for her Hairs 
were Giſhevelld, her Face Was ſcratch'd, 
and her Eyes. full of Fury. My Husband 
was. but lictle Þetterz and as my Brother 
Way 
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was going in, perceiving the Pi&ture-Box on 
the Table, he went and cook it with great 
demonſtrations of Joy : Afﬀeer that , addreſ- 
ſing to Ortance , Madam , ſaid he, 1 did not 
think I had ſo ill (atwfied you, as to give you the 
occaſion of Revenge, in taking my Siſters Pifure 
from me. What ſay you, interrupted my Hus- 
band, very] earneſtly, Was it from you that ſhe 
took that Pifture ? Why, continu'd my Bro- 
ther, does ſhe ſay*it after another manner ? Yes, 
certainly, cried out Ortance , 1 ſay 1t quite after 
another manner ; and I find you wery bild to come 
and trouble me here in my Concerns, I had no de- 
ſien to offend you, Madam, aniwer'd he, ſmiling, 
when I came ;, it was but to ſpare ſome Blows. 
And if I will be beaten ! ſaid ſhe, in a tone of 
Anger; you are a very praty Fellow indeed ! 
Nay, as to the baiting, ſaid my Brother, AMa- 
dam, I conſent to it. Sir, ſaid the Count, in- 
terrupting her, /pend not time ts anſiver this im- 
pertinent Woman ; and oblige me ſo far as toi 
form me when (ſhe took this Pitlure from you. It 
was this Night, ſaid my Brother ; I defire ycu 
ro diſpence me from telling you all the Circumſtan- 
ces; Madam knows them better than I do, and I 
believe has not forgotten that ſhe was not quite [0 
angry then, as ſhe w now. Gcod Heavens! cried 
out Monſizur de Charamante, embracing him, I 
cannot expreſs to you the great [atufaFion I receive! 
She would hawe put into my Head moſt dread- 
ful things againſt my Wife, and that was the cauſe 
of that diſorder youu found ts in : But ſering that 
Madam de Charamante z innocent ,let me mire. t 
that whas has paſs'd ER kept from her ; for I 
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am perſuaded the knowledge of it would not let 
ber live any longer with this wicked Woman, Or- 
tance, in this exceflive ſurprize, had not one 
Word to ſay 3 ſhe did not doubt but that my 
Brother ſpoke Truth, but ſhe could not appre- 
hend on what account he had come to her 3 
ſhe who had been 1o forward, and yet never 
had been anſwer'd by him. Thus did ſhe 
confound herſelf in her own Refle&ions, and 
did bear, without murmur, thoſe Reproaches 
which my Husband and my Brother did ſayto 
her. 

They left her, with ſigns of great Contempt, 
and went together into the Garden, where 
the Count, to juſtifie his Proceedings towards 

er, and his Suſpicions of me, gave my Bro- 
ther an account of all that had paſsd, except 
his rendezvous with Ortance : And judge, 1aid 
he, whether I bad not wery a parent Cauſes of 
Complaints : I went mto my wh s Cha;nber, at my 
return from a ſmall Fourney ; ſhe told me, That for 
a Man deeply in love, I cauſed my ſelf to be long 
waited for: Of truth I believe ſhe was in a 
Dream ; but joining to this, That at the ſame time 
a Man paſſes the Night with Ortance ſhe not 
knowing him : That ſhe takes from him Madam 
de Charamante's Pi&ure ; and that, on my part, 
I was abſent, and was returnd unknown to any 
one, In Conſcience who could forbear giving cre- 
dit to ſo many Circumſtancess My Brother, 
who did but too much approve of his Rea- 
ions, and who fear'd that in ſecking to juſti- 
he turcher his Suſpicions, it might be the means 
to confirm them rather, haſten'd to tell him, 
That, 
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That there was no occaſion to juſtifie a Buſi- 
neſs which appear'd ſo clear already : That for 
his part, he had not thought leſs from fo 
many appearances, but that commonly they 
were all found to be falſe. Upon this, they 
embrac'd ; and my Brother put off to the next 
Day, the giving me an account of his procee- 
dings, for fear his Earneſtneſs ſhould be taken 
notice of, and that it might have an ill effe& 
amongſt People, who perhaps were not yet 
well ſetled in their Minds. 

I writ to the Marquilſs de Ia Ferte what had 
pals'd, and I made no ſhew in the leaſt at 
home, that I knew any thing at all of that 
Buſineſs. The next morning, my Brother 
came into my Apartment 3 I ran to him, and 
I omitted nothing to expreſs a tender acknow- 
ledgment : You owe me more than you think, Si 
fer, {aid he, with a forrowful look ; and 1 was 
not deceiv'd , in believing that Ortance would be 
ready diſpos'd to commit new Follies, See the Billet 
which ſhe has newly writ to me : Is there any thing 
equal to her Impudence! I took it from him, and 
read in it theſe following Words : 


Y Tenderneſs ſtifles my Reſentment ;, I am 

no longer in a Condition to make you any 
Reproaches on what has paſs d betwixt ms ;, but re- 
1m: mber that I muſt be belov'd, and anſwer with 
all your Heart to the Ardour of mine: Tot are net 
ignorant that there are but few Women more amis 
able than Iam, when Love us to be decided betwixt 
two only. I might be younger, and in that pleaſe 
you more, but then I ſhould be leſs prudemt , and 
p) Hmacre 
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more fickle , and ſhould make you purchaſe, with a 
thouſand Cares, and a thouſand Tronbles, an Heart, 
of which I have given you poſſeſſion, even before you 


were {o curiows as t0 defire it. 


Will, Siter, continu'd my Brother, bad I not 
a true fore knowledge? Now am I expos'd to the 
perſecution of this new Phaedra; and I bad a 
thouſand times rather have the ſad Adventure of 
Hypolita, than flatter *her Deſires. You cenſnre 
your ſelf too much about it, ſaid I 3 you muſt ſend 
ver word that you have not found her ſo lovely as 
ſhe fancies to be; when one to one and that ſhe 
may ſeek elſewbere , without any oppoſition from 
you. Thad better, ſaid he, ſmiling, treat ber 
50 give me & Pill : Good Heavens ! Siſter, will 
you not apprehend this Woman's Temper ? You for- 
get to what exceſs ſhe loves herſelf, and to what 
etghth ſhe will be belov'd. If once ſhe believes 
that I will have no longer any commerce with her, 
proud as ſhe z, to ſee herſelf neglefed, after ſuch Ad- 
Vances that ſhe had made me, and eſpecially du- 
ring an accompliſh'd Intrigue with another , there 
are no Extremities that (he will nat run into. 
To rid your ſelf preſently of this trouble, I aid, you 
muſt marry Madamoiſelle de la Ferte 3 I promiſe 
you, dear Brother, to omit nothing on that account 
for your ſatefattion. I am infinitely oblig*'d to you 
for it, laid he, and I do not doubt of any thing 
that you would do in favour of me; but you bave 
yet better means to ſhew me your Kindneſs. Speak 
zt then, I ſaid, interrupting him, for there x 
nu bing but I would dos for you with pleaſure. I 
fear much that jou wiil not have ſo much Rind- 
nes 
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neſs for me as you mention, continu'd he, when 
T bave once conjur'd you, in the Name of that 
Friendſhip which you promiſe me, and for your own 
ſake, and your own quiet, to put an end fer ever, 
to that Converſation that you have with the 
Marquiſs de la Ferte, I do net bere pretend to 
repreſent to you what you owe to your own Honour, 
and the ſecret ſatufattion that a reaſonable Perſon 
finds, in obſerving the Rules of her Duty. But 
laying aſide all thoſe Conſiderations , which bow- 
ever are very powerful, ſee with what trouble 
our Life is to be accompanied , if you cnre not 
your ſelf of ſuch a Paſſion : You are newly got out 
of ſo nice a Buſmeſs, which you cannot too much 
avoid for the future. It will not always happen that 
1 ſhall be in the way,ready to unravel the Intrigue at 
7y own coſt : And though I ſhould willingly do it, 
Do you believe that your” Husband will remain blind, 
from the firſt, to the laſk Day of bus Life? I ſay 
blind, for in truth be has been catch'd in a wery 
courſe Net. 

Mean time,thougy he is at preſent without Suſp:- 
cion.the leaſt appearance will preſently revrue them : 
Ortance,who hates you, will omit nothing to di(co- 
wer ſomething or other to your diſadvantage , and 
Heaven knows what Colours ſhe would lay on ' Nay, 
I ſhall oppoſe my ſelf, dear Siſter, to your Paſjion : 
I ſhall not do it , in ruining you with a noiſe ; but 
when all is done, I have the Principles of an honeſt 
Man : And if I lend all my Cares, in perſuading 
your Huthand in what you deſire, I do not deſign 
for ail that to diſpence with that which I owe to my 
ſelf. For Heaven's ſake conſuder ! What would the 
Maratziſs de la Ferts think of me, that I would 

1 4 down: 
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down-right be your Confident ? And that I ſhould 
allow you to continue in a Commerce,which, early or 
late, muſt ruine you, and would cauſe me @ mortal 
Diſpleaſure ? 1 have beard, without interrupting 
of you, laid I; but it has not been without wor- 
dring at the ſeverity you bave for me: I had thought 
hitherto, that there was none but an Hwusband that 
could of right be jealous of bu Wife's Heart , or 4 
Lower of his Miſtreſs. But as for you,dear Brother, 
what entitles you to any power over my Condutt ? 
And, "till now, m what has it diſhonour'd your 
Bloud ? Do you think that it ws as eaſie to diveſt one's 


ſelf of a Paſſion, as of a Suit of Cloths ? It # much 


wore eaſie to defend, than to cure one's [elf of it. I 
began to love, with lawful Hopes : I have been 
ſacrificed to the Will of an Uncle, you know it to be 
true: You ſhould pity me, and eaſe my Grief, mean 
time you perſecute mg. Nay, if my Paſſion was 
knownin the World, and that you ſhould bear of it to 
2ny prejudice, I ſhould yield to receive your Advice : 
But Ttake ſuch care to keep it ſecret, that I conceal 
it from my ſelf, in all that I can. That #« a proof, 
replied my Brother, that you own it a Guilt, ſee- 
ing you dare not open yeur Eyes upon it. Is it 
net @ (ad Buſineſs , that you will not corre your 
ſelf, but after you have made a noiſe in the World ? 
Will it then be time to give you Advice, when your 
Secret zs become that of, a Comedy, and that it will 
be whiſper'd in all Ears, in the Age we live? Such 
Stories are poſted up ; will it be a fit time, when 
you are come to that to break off your Commerce 2 
I muſt confeſs, ſaid I, that I ſhould be comfortleſs, 
though I have on this Subjett a particular nicety ; 


-» 


for who # that wvertuoms Perſon, who continually 


pre- 
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preſerves an unblemiſh'd Fidelity to her Huband? 


And thoſe who ſo much preach up the ſevere Vertue, 
are the ſame who in ſecret ſay, | 


It is not Love deſtroys us ; but the way 
Of making Love, does our Secrets betray. 


You have very great Auſterities , Taid my Bro: 
ther, very ſerioully ; and you know how to ſpeak 
them to the purpoſe. I aſſure you, mean time, that 
I am extreamly mortified, by thoſe Diſpoſitions 1 find 
you in; for I foreſee that we are going to fall again 
into our firſt Coldneſs. He would have retir'd 
ſaying theſe Words ; but I ſtaid him 3; and em- 
bracing him with great tenderneſs, My dear 
Brother, ſaid I, I do not promiſe you to be widto- 
riows, but I promiſe you to neglett nothing to that 
purpoſe : T love you, and I owe you ſo much, and 
you adviſe me ſo judiciouſly, that I cannot refuſe 
doing what you deſire, without doing my ſelf pre- 
judice. Upon that, we parted, my Brother 
well ſatisfied, and I as reſolv'd not to keep my 
Word. 

It being of great Conſequence now to ma- 
nage my ſelf, I did not ſee the Marquils ſo 
often ; and I left a full liberty to my Letters, 
co expreſs to him the trouble I was in about it. 
I alſo did endeavour to expreſs more of Love 
and Complaifancy to Monſieur de Charamante, 
that he might not ſeek to penetrate into the 
{ecret of my Heart. He had abſolutely broke off 
with Ortance 3 and'iny Brother, who was thereby 
the more expos'd to the violence of her Pafh- 
ons, receiv'd trom her ſuch a perſecution,as at- 
flicted 
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flited him much: Sometimes he feign'd to be 
fick, that he might not ſee her ; at other times 
he would expreſly go into the Country. And, 
in fine, ſhe knew but too well what an Aver- 
fion he'had for her ; but for all that, ſhe would 
not abandon ſuch Rights as dire&ly concern'd 
the Reputation of her Charms ; ſhe thought 
it convenient to run to Arts, and that in Love 
all is permitted. She writ to him in theſe 
terms : 


© Dog you carefully avoid meeting with me 
alone, 1 do not believe that you will refuſe 
fo come ro me thu Night, 2vhen I ſhall inform you 
z#hat I will bid you eternally farewel. Yes, cruel 
Man ! I have reſolu d, though it coſt me my Life, 
fo tear you out of my Heart ; out of that Heart"*#bat 
* ſo weak and credulow, as to flatter it ſelf of 
making you ſenſible of Tenderneſs : But, alas ! as to 
me, you are filld but with Hatred and Con- 
tempt. | 


In bringing this Billet to me, my Brother 
Jaid, Thx « a Challenge from Ortance, more 
dangerous, in my Opinion, than could come from 
the braveſt of all Men ; and I confeſs to you, Siſter, 
tbat 1 tremble when I think to meet ſingly with ber : 
But how can I avoid it, unleſs I would reduce her 
to the Iaſt extremity? I pity you infinitely, 1aid I, 
ro be thus expos'd to this Woman's earneſt Deſires : 
Mean time, what gan ſhe do to you? It will. not 
be by force that (he will engage your Heart to @ 
Surrender. After that, he entreated me to. go 
into the Gillery, from whence one might ue 
| ail 


of the Court of France. 139 


andſce what paſs'd in her Cloſet; ſaying, That 
doubtleſs that would be the place where ſhe 
would regeive him : That I might divert my 
ſelf with their Converſation; and that he 
knowing ms to be a SpeRator of his Actions, it 
would prevent him from falling into a ſhame- 
ful Compliance. | 
I got without noiſe into the Gallery,whence 
I perceiv'd my Brother go into her Cloſer : 
She had laid afide her mourning Weeds ; ſhe 
was dreſs'd in a China Gown, Role-Colour and 
White, embroider'd with Gold ; her Neck 
was bare, and ſome Curls of Hairs fell negli- 
gently on her Breaſts: She lay on a Couch: 
There was great ſtore of Lights; and I con- 
feſs that ſhe had ſo well manag'd all her Ad- 
vantages , that I never thoughe her more 
beautiful ; for I could eaſily ſee her through the 
Chinks of the ill-joyn'd Bpards: 0 ic poſſible, 
ſaid ſhe to my Brother, preſenting her Hand: 
to him, with a tender Air, that to engage you to 
come where I am, I muſt tell you it u. to bid you 
an eternal Farewel? Ts it true that I am [0 little 
amiable, or that you are ſo little ſenſible, that the 
offer of my Heart could not move you? Or s it the 
wain Scruple, to think that it « your Mother-in- 
Law that can put a ſtop to the continuation of our 
Intrigue? But, certainly, it cannot be that Reffe- 
Hon, ſeeing that yore have already made ſuch 4d. 
vances in my behalf, as are quite ovyoſite to it - 
What u it then, O Heavens ! that ovliges you to 
fly from me ſo continually, ſmce that fatal Night ; 
fatal indeed! im which 1 receiv'd \o much Lowe, and 
gave you ſo little! Yeur Eyes look'd as if afrighted 
a; 
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#t mine; and it ſeems as if my Love did cauſe you 
ro bluſh, and did offend you , and as if you would 
return with Hatred the moſt tender Paſſion that 
ever was! Madam, ſaid he, when ſhe had done 
ſpeaking, I do not only find you worthy of my 
Heart, but T had given it you alſo without reſerve, 
of of truth 1 did not Ieok on that Alliance there is 
betwixt ws, with a moſt invincible Scruple. Dij- 
' wers others, Madam, more happy than I, may fill 
wp @ Place that I am not worthy of : There u neer 
@ brave Perſon but would be glad to purchaſe it 
with all his Cares ; and if 1 bad on this account an 
entire Liberty, you ſhould ſee, Madam, that I am 
mot inſenſible of your Bountiess What did oblige 
thee then, thou Traitor ! replied ſhe, to ſeek after 
ame, when I had mo thoughts of thee? Thou then 
didſt come to diſturb all the Quiet of my Life ; 
thou wert not then ſcrupuloms 3 thou didſt know 
who I was, and didſt not then expreſs leſs of Heat 
and Lowe for that. Go not about to perſuade me of 
the ſincerity of thy Conſcience ; thou haſt none, thou 
cruel one ! But ceaſe deceiving thy ſelf ; thou muſt 
lowe me, or IT muſt die before thy face: Speak, re- 
folwve, and ſtop not at an Anſwer , on which all 
my Fate depends. Ah, Madam! an{wer'd he, 
turn rather againſt me all your Anger 3 I acknow- 
ledge that I deſerve it : Strike an Heart, Madam, 
that refuſes to know you ! You ſhall be reveng'd, 

end I ſhall die contented, if I die by your Hand. 
During all that time, I was trembling with 
fear, That that deſperate Woman ſhould com- 
mit ſome dreadful Extravagancy ; but at laſt 
the cried out, It then confirm d, thou cruel 
IWretch ! that thou art not capable of being mov d, 
nor 
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nor by my Intreaties, nor by my Tears ! Go, run for 
ever from my ſight, and fear all that an abuſed 
Lover us capable of doing, mm order to a full revenge. 
Thus did the Cloſet-Scene conclude, which 
appear*'d to me incomparable, and at which I 
cannot rforbear to laugh, every time that it 
comes into my Mind. But to return to ſpeak 
of my ſelf: I muſt tell you, Madam, that I did 
ſee the Marquiſs de Ja , Ferte leſs than ever, 
and my Tenderneſs for . him from decreaſing 
by it, did aſſume new ſtrength, through the 
violence I made to my ſelf. I did eaſe my 
Troubles by writing concerning them every 
Day; and though I knew well of what con- 
ſequence Letters are, and that I had a recent 
Example of it, in my Mother-in-Law's Con- 
cern, I was ſo imprudent one Day, as to write 
to him a Billet in theſe Terms : 


F it was a general Rule, That when any Perſon u« 
depriv/d of thoſe they love, they lowe what they 
poſſeſs. T could comfors my ſelf of your abſence 
with my Hwusband ;, but 1 am wery ſenſible, my 
Dear, that you alone can fill up your Place in my 
Heart. Farewel. I hope to ſee you in a ſhort time ;; 
for be that perplexes me, w going a ſhirt Tourney : 
Then will come the time of Pleaſures, and of tender 
Amours : Newer loſe one mement from ſaying, Yor 
love me ; that ss the only Pleaſure of my Life. 


I was going to' cloſe my Billet, when my 
Husband camein ; my trouble did viſibly ap- 
pear ; he himſelf remain'd furpriz'd at it, and 
ask d me for whom that Billet was;that TI would 

have 
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have conceaP'd ? I told him, laughing, That it 
was a fair Lady's, who had deſired me to deli- 
ver it to my Brother : That Thad had the Cu- 
riofiry co open it ; and that fearing he ſhould 
know it,I was ſealing of it up again. Though I 
endeavour'd ro appear unconcern'd , the ſur- 
prizal had left ſuch an impreflion of Fear on 
my Face, as could not yet be got off: I am 
diſcreet, 1aid he; I intreat you to let me fee this 
Billet. 1am far from ſhewing it you, I replied, 
with a pleaſant Air ; you are too well acquain- 
red with the Perſon that writ it. That's what I 
fear, ſaid he, earneſtly: But let ws be ſerious, 
Madam ; if you refuſe any longer to ſhew it me, 
I ſhall believe it s yours. Suck a thought is inju- 
rious, Tanſwer'd fiercely 3 and 1 did not think, 
Sir, that my Condu# with you might engage me 
fo ſuch Fuſtifications : But it w none of mine, 
T aſſure you, yet I cannot give it you. And 1, 
{aid he, with a great deal of Anger, can- 
not, nor will not go without it, He then went 
' to ſnatch it from me; and my Obſtinacy 
in ſecuring it, made an end to confirm him 
in his Suſpicions, ſo that he forc'd it from me 
very violently. 

When he had once got it, I would have 
gone out of the Cloſet, but he carefully 
ſhut the Door ; and opening the Billet , he 
law the Confirmation of what he fear'd 
he look'd on me ſome time with an Air 
of Contempt, weighing within his Thoughts 
whether he ſhould miſuſe me; but * knowing 
that that-is not the way of a worthy Per- 
ſon, he tokl me , with ſome Moderation , 

Neu 
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You are very happy, Madam, to be fallen into the 
Hands of a Man of my Charater: After what 
I have newly read in your Billet , there is no 
Revenge but I could take againſt you without 
blame: But fear nothing 3 for a violence againſt 
a Woman, foo odious to me. I caſt my ſelf 
at his Feet, and embracing his Knees, I con- 
jur'd him to forgive me. I added, That I 
pretended ' not to juſtifie my felf by any 
Reaſon: That I might be wholly indebted 
to his Bounty : That, mean time, I could 
not forbear to tell him, That I had been fo 
weak, as to maintain a Commerce with a- 
nother, becauſe I believ'd that he did not 
love me: That what had paſs'd ac my Wed- 
ding-night betwixt him and Orrance (of which 
I hadibeen but too well inform'd) had made my 
Heart to revolt; and, That I did promiſe him 
never more to fall into any Fault that ſhould 
concern him, if he would but forget thar. 
I verily believe that I had done as I 1aid, bur 
(after) that he took ſuch a courſe with me, 
as lictle agreed with that great Moderation 
which he had expreſs'd: Riſe, Madam, ſaid 
he; I am ſurpriz'd that you ſhould know the 
Commerce that I have had with Ortance ; and 
much more , that you ſhould take it as an Aus 
thority to ruine you, and diſhonour me. But, cons 
tinu'd he , Jet as make an Inventory of your 
Dt eſſing-Box : When you writ ſuch pretty Billars, 
you doubtleſs receive very aggreeable Anſwers ; 
and 1 deſire to know who that Marquiſe @, 
whoſe abſence coſ# you ſo dear. Sir, laid 1, mel- 
ting in Tears, /et me intreas you 10 inſult no more 
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on my Misfortune : If you would have my Life, 1 
am _ diſpos'd Af wn it up to you, Ke ey 
preferr it to the ſhame you would do me. He made 
no anſwer; and taking the Box, he violently 
oblig'd me to give him the Key of it. In the 
excels of my Deſpair, I run to the Window to 
caſt my ſelf out of it, and die ſuddenly ; but 
he prevented me, open'd the Box, and found 
all the Letters that the Marquiſs had writ to 
me 3 his Piture, and a thouſand Preſents, in 
which Love only was concern'd. Heavens ! 
could there be found in any part of the World, 
a Perſon more imprudent than I, to have kept 
ſo many Letters, or rather to have receiv'd 
them! Bur, in fine, Refle&tions on that Subject 
are now out of ſeaſon. 

My Husband knew that he had been fool'd, 
when my Brother made him believe that my 
Picture belong'd to him : He neither did any 
longer doubt, but that thoſe Letters were writ 
. by the Marquiſs de la Ferre, he knowing his 
Character and Picture. After he had exa- 
min'd all thoſe things, he left me, without be- 
ing movd at my Prayers and Tears. He 
ſent to me an ancient Gentleman, who had 
been his Tutor, and his Secretaryz he had a 
great Confidence in them. They remaind 
continually by me, not allowing me the liberty 
to ſpeak nor to write to any one.” During 
that time, Monficur de Charamante went to 
fee all my Relations, and intreated them to 
come the next Day to his Houſ2 : I had no 
convenienicy to advertiſe my Brother of what 


had happen'd 3 and when, according to his 
cuſtom, 
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cuſtom, he carne at Night to my Apartment: 
He was told, that IT had been indifposg'd, and 
char T flee: I ſhall not ftop to repreſenc 
to you, Madam, the forrowful Condition I 
was in: It is very caſte to gueſs at it, eſpe- 
cially if you know that I have a great Heart, 
and much of a natural Pride. | 

I paſs'd the Night,watch'd in ſight, and my 
Hushand came not till the next Day into my, 
Chamber. - At laſt, when all my Friend: 
were come (they not knowing what he bad 
to ſay to:them) he came to ferch me; and 
I follow'd tim as a guilty Perſon: ' Gentle- 
men, ſaid he, preſenting me to them, it bas 
not been without an extream Sorrow that T have 
intreated- yow to come bere, ſince "it us to let 
you know" the evil Condut# of that Perſon that 
I have moſt Ioved in, the World; and that thus 
Perſon, who 8 Madam de Charamante, & ſo 
near related to you : There ſhe us, Sirs ; ſhe may 


accuſe herſelf; and if ſhe' refuſes ſo to do, here 


'. are Letters without number, and particalarly her 


own : Here us a Pitlure, here are Hairs mr ſine, 
bere are a thouſand Witneſſes that ſpeak againſt 
ber, I could bave dine my ſelf Eafice, if 1 
would have beard the firſk Motions of my An- 
ger; but having refletied on the Honour ſhe has 
to be related to you, 1 have rather choſen to ſub* 
mit ber to your Tudgments. While he was 
ſpeaking, they look'd on. me with Eyes fulk -z; 
of Fury 3 and my Brother, in whom l thoughe - 
to have found ſome Compaſſion, was he who - 
did appear the molt angry : 1/hat have you to 
anſwer, cried they all, with a loud Voice? 
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That1 deny not,to hawe.bad the Imprudence to write 
that Letter , and to have receiv'd thoſe, that are 
new produc'd againſt me : But I add, That 1 
have been engag d to it by a ſenſe of Revenge, 
fince I have known all along, that Mpnſieur de 
Charamante bad a ſhgmeful Commerce. with Or- 
tance 3 and that neather; he, nor Perſon in 
the. World can ſay, That I have fcild in the 
eſſential part of my Hqnour: That the Weakneſs 
of writing, may be exaugd at my Age, and at- 
tributed to my Reſentment ; and that -there never 
was a Woman puniſh's for loving , for it # not 
in ber not to love; but ſbe « yang , when ſhe 
* abandowd to ber Paſſion, becauſe thas depen- 
deth cn herſelf; and I am as readily diſpes'd to 
ſubmit to your Condemnation, if it can be prov'd 
that I have abandond my ſelf to my Poſſion, 
Theſe few Words, accompanied with. a De- 
luge of Tears, mov'd them, and would have 
had a good effect, if Monfieur ds Charamante, 
who perceiv'd and fear'd it, had not pro- 
teſted, That he would no longer live with | 
me ; and , That it they ſhould refuſe him 
that ſatisfaRtion, that he had reaſon to pro- 
miſe to. himſelf, thoſe of my Relations that 
ſhould abfolve me, might at the fame time 
take upon them the Charge” of looking after 
niy Conduct. That did. ſtartle them; and 
there are but few Relations that love ſo much 
as to trouble themſelves with a miſerable Per- 
fon. I fatter'd my ſelf withthe Thoughtsthat my 
Brother would, intreat them to do it,and would 
omir nothing to ſerve me: Buthe appear'd more 
hardacd than any other, and he was the firſt x1 
N aid, 
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faid,That to give my Husband fatisfaQtion, I was 
to be mew'd vp in a Convent, fuch as he ſhould 
chuſe, and for fo long time as he ſhould pleaſe. 
When I heard him ſpeak after that manner, I 
look'd on him with forrow 3 and for all Re- 
proaches, I only told him as Cefar did to Brute: 
And thou my Son ! 

es, Siffer, and T alſo, replied he ; T ſhall always 
be the firſ# to puniſh your Imprudences. reſt of 
my Relations were not like to take my part, a- 
goat my Husband and againſt my Brother : 

hey were all of the Mind of this laſt; and 
conchuded , and by reafon of my ill Condu, 
they did conſent, that Monfieur de Charamante 
ſhould confine me to a Convent, during what 
time he pleasd. Thus did that worſhipful af- 
ſembly conclude. 

- Without delay I was pnt into a Coach with 
fix Horſes, with my Husband's Gentleman and 
his Secretary. They conducted me toan Abbey 
that is in the furtheſt part of Anvergne, call'd 
The Golden Mount. The Count de Charamante's 
Sifter was the Abbeſs 3 he writ to her what had 
paſs'd,and earneftly intreated her to prevent my 
having any converſation with any Perſon what- 
foever : The Maid, who is ſevere,and naturally 
ilkthumourd, follow'd his Dire&ions with that 
exaQitude, which border'd much on Tyranny 3 
and never was any one more miſerable than I 
was in that ſorrowful place. 

Though all the Cautiouſneſs imaginable had 
been taken to prevent my Concern from ma- 
king any noiſe in the World, there were divers 


Perfons inform'd of it, and particularly the 
K. 2 Mar- 
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Marquils de /a Ferte. That ſhare he had.in it,and 
his Paſlion towards me, did fo ſenſibly touch 
him, that nothing could beadded to his deſpair; 
he employ'd all the means imaginable, to learn 
in what place I had been ſent, that he might get 
me thence : But all that he could do, did of 
prove unſucceſsful. Not being able therefore 
to apprehend how the ſecrefie of my abode 
couldhe ſo inviolably kept, but that I my ſelf 
might find out ſome means to give him notice 
of it, he thought at laſt chat my Husband had 
ut me to death, his Suſpicions being back'd 
by {ome Circumftances, which my Brother had 
expreſly told to Madamoiſelle de la Ferre. 

The Marquiſs not doubting any longer of 
my Misfortune, he would no longer have any 
conſideration, after he had loſt me , and had 
no other thoughts but of revenging me. He 
ſent a Challenge to Monlieur de Charamante ; 
who being too brave to decline it, met punau= 
ally at the Rendezvous. Two. Lions attack 
and defend one another with leſs Courage than 
did thoſe two Perſons ; the one:to revenge his 
Miſtreſs, the other to revenge his Honour. 
They pierc'd one another through; neither had 
the advantage ; and it was oply the abundance 
of Bloud which they loſt, and the excels of theie 
Weakneſs, that parted chem. They fell both at 
a {mall diſtance from one another, and were 
found in that condicion by their People. They 
were Carried off, but not to their own homes : 
For you know, Madam, that the Duels in 
France are wichout remedy, So that their 
Friends did not permit them+to take time to 
be 
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be curd, and cangd them todepart in great di” 
ligence. The King expreſsgd a great reſent- 
ment at. this Combat, and commanded that 
not a moment ſhould be loſt in ſeeking after 
them, and in drawing up their Proceſſes. 

The Abbeſs of Golden Mount learn'd with an 
extream forrow her Brother's Misfortune: She 
told me nothing of it, but to puniſh me for it, as 
if I had contributed to it. She treated me ſince 
that much more ſeverely ; and I had already 
liv'd two years in that rigorous Captivity,with- 
out finding any means to get out, and without 
hearing at all from the Marquifs 4s la Ferte, 
whoſe Tranquility, as I did ſuppoſe, after my 
Misfortune, did ſufficiently perſuade me of his 
Infidelity, and caus'd me to fuffer more trouble 
than all the rigours of ſo auſtere a Retreat, when 
the Knight © Antragues (that fame Kinſman of 
my Maother-in-Law, who had ſo paſfionatel 
lov'd me, whom I had not hated, and whom 
have already mention'd) that ſame Perſon, I 
ſay, came tothe Golder; Mount, about Concerns 
that have nothing in common with my Hiſtory. 

Tam to tell you , Madam, that he is well- 
ſhap'd, and very brave: That he knows how to 
live, and has a world of Wit, of Sweetne(s, and 
of Complaiſancy. One Day as he was walking, 
he met with the Gardener of the Convent, la- 
den with choice Fruit 3 he order'd his Men 
that they ſhould be bought ; and he enquir'd 
of the Gardener about fome Particularities of 
the Abbey,wherher the Abbeſs was young, and 
the religious Women beautiful? The good 
Man anſwer'd all his Queſtions as well as he 

R } could ; 
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could ; and mentioning me, 1 do aſſure you, Sir, 
{aid he, that amongſt them,there % 8 Boarder much 


wnore beautiful than the reſt ; but ſhe 8 in 
ly, that ſhe # perpetus bay. The Knight fele 
4 great Curiblry ir He enquir'd of 
the Gardener whether I went not out ? Hear 
fwer'd him No, and that I ſeem'd more to be 
retain'd by forcethan otherwiſe. I would glad- 
ly know ber, 1aid the Knight; and if you can pro- 
cure me the means of it, I ſhall reward you after ſuch 
a manmuer, as you ſhall reſt ſatisfied. Such a Pro- 
miſe rais'd all the Briskneſs thatremain'd in the 
old Man ; he thought on it ſome time, and 
told him afterwards, That the beſt way was for 
him to take ſuch a Snte of Cloths as he had on, 
and to paſs under the notion of his Man. The 
Knight, who was very much at leiſure, found 
ſomething in that diſguiſe that tickled his Fan- 
cy; heeaſily fanſied that no-body ſhould know 
him in ſuch a place as that. So he told the Gar- 
dener, that he would willingly do it: That he 
ſhould not fail to come to him the nexc Day, 
and that, mean time, he would get his Sute 
made. | 
I had got up early that Day, and I was wal- 
king 10 acover'd Walk, which border'd on the 
Plotr of Flowers 3 and when che Knight came 
in, he heard that I was finging an Air out of the 
Opera of Proſerpina, which ends in theſe words; 
Dear Liberty, ab, how charming were you ! 
Muſs I for ever now bid you adzeu ? 
Doubrleſs, ſaid he to the Gardener, that Per- 
fon who ſimgs,vegrets the loſs of ber Liherty. That's 
$2 /ame T poke ro you off, Sir, aid the good Man, 


# or 
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or 1 know werjtwillthe ſound of ber Voice, Tfan- 
jo {aid the Knight, that it 46, wholl Dowd 
to me neither. Ending thoſe Words, he would 
have gone into the Labyrinth to ſeek me our; 
but the Gardener did hold him back, ſaying, 
That peradventute the Abbefs might be there : 
That ſhe would bevery angry; and that it were 
better to ſtay in the Ground-plote, where I 
ſhould doubtleſs come to gather ſome Flowers. 
The Knight was willing to be rul'd; bur being 
come near to the Paliflado, .he perceiv'd me 
lying on the brim of a Fountain, leaning my 
Head- on one of my Hands. He could not ſee 
my Face, becaufe I was tutn'd' another way 3 
and he only beard that aftet I had ſighed, and 
kept, during ſome time, a profound filence, 1 
began to ſing theſe Words ; 


Phillis the _ Day, 
Deeply ſighs id ſay, 

Why w9 As Jon ? 

Or why didſft thou love me,if thou wouldſt range? 


He knowing this Song, and having a moſt 
delicious Voice, that, in his curn, he might ſtir 
up ſome Curioſity in me, when I had finiſ'd 
thoſe Words which I had ſang in reference to 
che Marquilſs Je 12 Feris, he took up the two 
laſt Verſes, and faid after me, 


Why wouldft thou change ? 
Or why didff-rhou ove me, if thou wouldſt range? 
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I did rife ſyddenly to ſee from whence that 
Voice came,which I thought more charming in 
that dreadful ſolitude, than I had found itin any 
other place; and chinkiflg there was ſomebody 
that ſang in the Wqod, I went in wich ſo much 
haſte, at he loft ie ſight of .me ; but judg- 
ing that I was gone to ſeek after him, he con- 
tinu'd to ſing, | 


Where doſt thou fly, thou lovely Maid ? 
Ii/by art thou of thy Damon ſo afraid ? 


He was going on with that old Song, but the 
Gardener baving perceiv'd that the Abbelſs was 
coming into the Garden, he gave him notice of 
it. . He preſently was filent, and began to pull 
up ſome Box Roots. k 

The Abbeſs having been drawn thither at 
firſt by the Ears, was retain'd-there afterwards 
by the Eyes: The good Mien, the. Youth, and 
the natural Graces of the Knight, ſurpriz'd her, 
tho? he was ina Dreſs very unfit to {ct him off. 
She however remain'd charm'd with him : She 
commanded him to fing; and he did it with 
the moſt filly Air that he could imitate. She 
. appear'd very well ſatisfied, enquird whence 
he came 3 and told him, That feeing he ſang 
fo well, ſhe intended to make him one of her 
Choire : That it was not well to let ſuch a 

'oung Fellow as he was, paſs his whole Life 
in planting of Cabbages: "That he ſhould nct 
fail co come to her in her Apartment. He 
return'd her Thanks; and ſhe went into the 
Wood,as I was coming out to ſee if I could od 
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that *Perſon who:had ſung with fo agreeable 
a Voices: 1h | 

The Knight perceiv'd me, and fear'd that I 
ſhould paſs by again without ſtaying, and with- 
out having a ſight of me: . He preſently ga- 
cher'd ſome: Branches of Jeſlamy, and: cans 
to bring them to me; but how great was his 
ſurprize, when he knew me! I. obfery'd that 
he grew pale, and that ity lieu of preſenting 
me with the Flowers he had gather'd, he went 
back ſome ſteps 3 and a Tree againſt which he 
did lean, prevented him from falling : He could 
not ſpeak to me; for his Joy and his Surprize 
had rendred him ſpeechleſs. 'I who could not 
imagine a Perſon of Quality; as Monſjeur 4 
Amntragnes was, under the Habit of a Gardener, 
at the very fagg-end of Awvergne : Though! 
did retain his Idea , I could: not believe it: 
What us the matter with you, aid I, that puts 
you into ſuch a confuſion? Is it that you have for- 
merly ſeen me, and that I know you? Ah, Ma- 
dam ! cannot the trouble that 1 am in, re-call yet 
to your Mind', the remembrance of a Man for 
whom you have bad ſome Kindneſs? 1 could frud 
you out in the Perſon of Meonſiewr d* Antragues, 
ſaid T ; but I maſt confeſs, that Þ cannot find him 
in = However , I am he ; Madam, laid he, 
and ſatufied at preſent with my Deſtiny , ſeeing I 
have the Honour to behold you.. | Tow ſee me, mm 
deed, aid I, ſighing ;' but it & in«ſo ſad a Com 
dition, that you ſhould rather affli# your ſelf, than 
7efoice at it. Ab, Madam ! replied he, ſence I 
am come thus far by a kind of Miracle, tender 
me ngs uſeleſs for your Service ; T ſhall thtwk br/ 
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elf too happy. to ſacrifice my Cares, my Fortune, and 
my Life, for you. Such generous Sentiments, \aid 
I, dd not furproze me, from au Heart fram'd ike 
s; mean time I am going #0 leave you, not- 
withſtanding | the Pleaſure 1 ſwteld recerue m enter- 
mime y0u longer; but I fear, leſt. your Converſation 
be perceis/d. | I bope to fee you to-morrow, 

end to tell you what I have reſolv'd. 

I preſently retird, with fome Diſturbances 
mix'd with Joy and Hope, which.cannot be ap- 
prehended : I thought that there was ſomething 
more than common , at the: Knight's being 
there; and that-if I ſhould fail of making good 
uſe of it, I ſhonld juſtly deſerve to be totally 
abandon'd by Fortune. 

I was got into. the Abbelss Chamber , 
where, © h a piece of Policy, I was 
to appear at fome time of.'tha Day , when 
it was told her, That Gonfanille ({o the Knight 
would have himſelf” calld ) was waiting her 
Orders: Let bim come hither , ſaid ſhe, with 
an Air diſturb'd; I ſhall beglad to ſpeak with 
bim. 1 preſently caus'd the Knight to come 
in, Who with impatiency to -entertain me, 
had remembred the Order which the Abbeſs 
had given him to come to her : But I not 
knowing that ſhe had ſpoken to him in the 
Morning, I could not iently wonder at 
his Imprudente : Gonfanille, ſaid the Abbeſs 
to me, figs very well ; you ſhall be judge of it. And 
ſhe commanded him to ſing an Air: He perfor- 
med'it after ſuch a natural and fimple manner, 
that I wonder'd how we both could reſiſt the 
Temparian of Laughing : But it was not 

time 
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time for that, and we had too many things 
to do. I obſervd that the Abbeſ's Eyes 

did glitter with a Fire that was extraordina- 
* ry in them : She appear'd reftleſs; ſhe made 
twenty Queſtions at once to the Knight: 
She admir'd the leaſt of his Actions ; and 
ſhe would frequently tell me, That Gonfa- 
nille's plain Charater did pleaſe her more 
than that of the fineſtWitsof our Age, which 
for the moſt part are full of an inſufferable 
"Vanity and good Opinion of themſelves. I 
did eafily perceive that ſhe had for him a 
tender Inclination: I even fear'd leſt the 
ſhould know I had ſpoken to him , that ſhe 
ſhould grow jealous. All theſe Confidera- 
tions did oblige me to go out of her Apart- 
ment before the Knight. I went into the Gar- 
den, where I knew he was to paſs; and I 
writ theſe Words on my Tablets to give them 
to him; | 


| Am kept like @ Priſoner, 1 dave net ſpeak to 
you, for fear it ſhowld be recken'd a Crime ; 
and I know nit how to get out. The Abbefs 
loves you, ber ſmall Eyes have already endeavour 4 
to let you know it: Manage ber well; it may 
prove a4 means to ſerve our ſelves. Sing not at 
her Choire , as ſhe would have you, and fail not 
to write to me. Put your Letter under the Box 
of an Orange-tree : To make you know it, I ſhall 
carve upon it , an Heart tranſpierOd with Ar- 
rows, 


As 


: 
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As I was finiſhing, I perceiv'd the Knight 
behind me, and the Abbeſs, at her Window, 
looking on him. I paſsd by him withour 
ftaying; and having let fall my Tablets at 
his Feet, Do what I write to you, ſaid I, and 
lope me though 1 have not writ it, 


The Abbefs, very impatient to ſee her Gox- 


fanile again , did riſe the next Morning by 


break of Day, and run in her undreſs into 
the. Garden ; ſhe had dreſsd herſelf more neat 
than uſually : And fo ſoon as ſhe *ſpy'd him, 
ſhe call'd him to her, and highly careſs'd him ; 
and not believing that he underſtood any of 
the. terms of a delicate Paflion , ſhe ventur'd 
to. make uſe of them. She much pleas'd 
herſelf, in telling him her Sentiments in that 
Diale&, while the counterfeit Gonfanille, who 
had his Defigns, made advantage of all things. 
And not to particularize any further their 
Converſation , 'I ſhall fatisfie my ſelf to tell 
you , Madam, That he reduc her to that 
point, as to truſt him with a Key of the 
Door that anſwer'd to the Wood , and was 
at the foot of a back, private Stair , by which 
he was to get into her Apartment: He gave 
me notice of it by a Billet, in theſe terms ; 


p it Was as eaſie to make a Progreſs with you, 


kT & with the Abbe(s , Madam, 1 ſhould be too 


bappy: Mean time, 1 applaud my ſelf that I could 
inſpire ber with any Tenderneſs, ſeeing that there- 
by T find the means of ſerving you. ] am al- 
ready 
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ready Maſter of the Door to the Wood ; make your 
advantage of it, and I'll take care of the reſt : It 
% this Night in which I hope that the Rape of ſuch 
an Helen as you are, Madam, will render 
my Fate more glorious than that of the amorons 
Paris. | | 
I found chis Billet under the Box of. the 
Orange-tree, as I had done all the others 
that he had writ to me. I O—_ thought 
of hiding my ſelf, ſo as that no-body ſhould 
take notice of it : I was at that Stair-Caſe, 
where I obſery'd a place very proper for m 
Deſign, Afﬀer that, I went to bed, where. 
deſir'd I might be left in quiet and fo foon 
as thoſe Religious Women, that were appoin- 
ted to follow me as inſeparably as my Sha- 
dow, were retir'd, to deceive their Vigilance, 
1 drefs'd up a Brick with divers Cornets, and 
{et it in my place: I wentto that private 
Stair , and I was ſcarce got down, when I 
heard the Abbeſs. coming ; I then fear'd::be- 
ing diſcover'd, and had like to have died with 
Grief; but at that time ſhe little: thought on 
me. She remain a little while atche Door, 
to ſee whether her Gonfanile waFcoming: 
She call'd him divers times ; and not percei- 
ving him, ſhe return'd full of impatiency inte 
her Apartment. . Wits + 
Had che Abbeſs ſtaid nevar ſo little longer, 
ſhe had been ſatisfied; for: be came preſently 
alter. He open'd the Door, and I went ont 
with all the earneftneſs that may be imagin'd. 
He receiv'd me in his Arms, and giving in thax 
firſt moment a full ſcope to his Joy and to 
his 
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his Love , it was not difficult for me to per- 
ctive that he lav'd me maſt dearly , and that 
he was as much ſatisfied as I was, to ſee me 
in a Condition of flying tram my Enemies. He 
bad got a Man's Apparel for me; I dreſs'd m 
ſelf preſently, and we got on Horſeback , fol- 
low'd only by one of his Valet de Chambre, 
who was faithful to him. He had fent back 
the reſt of his Retinue, that he might make the 
greater {peed with me : And that was very 
neceflary ; for the Abbeſs, who had} paſs'd 
the Night in needleſs running to the Park- 
Gate, having learn'd the next Morning what 
bad been found in my Bed, and perceiving that 
neicher I, nor Gonfanille, did any more appear, 
ſhe. entred into the-greateft Fury that could be 
imagin'd :. She. was ſenfibly concerned - at my 
Flight, and very much dreaded my Husband!”s 

. Meantime, Fear did leſs animate her 
to cauſe me tobe purſu'd, than'the Deſign and 
Hope of retrieving her fugitive Lover. She 
amnted nothing to ſtop all our Paſſages, her 
Paſſion did render her ingenious and diligent, 
but my g=4 Fortune prevented her good Suc- 
ccb. 


Mean time , I advanc'd in' great haſte to- 
wards Lyons, and my Strength being not pro- 
jonable to my: Courage, nor to the necel- 
fity of our flight. -» We got on the River Rhone, 
and went into Avignon; that City which in 
part depends on the Pope, did appear a fit 
Place to reſt me ſome Days in, and to _ 
| tters 


of the Court of Frariot, 159 
Letters from Pars: 'I intreated the Knighe 
to write thither, to be inform'd of News 
from Monſieur. de Charamante ; I engag'd him 
to enquire after my Brother alſo and told 
him as nicely as I could, [That I would have 
heard ſome alſo of the Marquiſs de Ia Ferte ; 
but he was too jealous of my Heart, to re- 
ceive that Order with indifferency : After 
having abandowd you to the rigour of your E- 
memies, you think on him, Madam, 1aid he: 
Alas ! what would you do then , if be had done 
bis Duty? I would then love him, anſwer'd I, 
whereas now I don't. If it be ſo, laid he, with a 
ſubmiffive Air , forget him, Madam, I conjure 
you, by the firſt Bounties that you ever had for me, 
and by that Paſſion which I bave not ceas'd to have 
for you. I conſent to it, I anſwer'd,giving him my 
Hand ; and I ſhall make you but a mean Sacrifice, 
conſidering that bis Proceedings axe ſo far diſtant 
of that which 1 mip ht have promis'd to my ſelf. 
He py ſeal d the Letters, for fear my 
Mind fhould change, and gave me Thanks 
for my Complaifancy. Of truth it was but 
Juſtice I ſhould have ſome for him, for all 


that can be imagin'd of a Paſlion, was beneath 
that which he had for me. 


I would have guitted the Gallant's Habit to 
have taken my own again ; but the fear of 
being known, prevented me. I caugd my 
Hairs to be cut, to take off all ſuſpicion : 
And I was fo well and ſo naturally in that 
Diſguiſe, being tall and ſlender as I am, that 


no 
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no 'body doubted but that-} was what I ap« 
pear'd to be; and if I have/paſs'd for Beau- 
tiful in my Sex , . I dare ſay - that there was 
no body whoſe Eyes I did not ſurprize and 
retain under that of a Man. 


